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KENTUCKY. 



CHAP. I. 

AlT the close of a pleasant day, in the 
spring of the year 17 — , a solitary horse- 
man might have been seen slowly wind- 
ing his way along a narrow road» in that 
part of Virginia which is now called the 
Valley. It was nearly forty years ago, 
and the district lying between the Blue 
Ridge and the Allegheny mountains was 
but thinly populated, while the country 
lying to the west, embracing an immense 
Alpine region, was a savage wilderness, 
which extended to the new and distant 
settlements of Kentucky. Our traveller's 
route led along the foot of the mountains^ 
VOL. I. B sometimes 



* KENTUCKY* 

sometimes crossing the spurs, or lateral 
ridges, which push out their huge pro- 
montories from the great chain ; and at 
others winding through deep ravines, or 
skirting along broad valleys. The An- 
cient Dominion was never celebrated for 
the goodness of its highways, and the one 
whose mazes he was now endeavouring 
to unravel, was among the worsts being 
a mere path, worn by the feet of horses, 
and marked by faint traces of wheefe, 
which shewed that the experiment of 
driving a carriage over its uneven sur- 
face had been successfully tried, but not 
generally practised. The country was 
fertile, though wild and broken. The 
season was that in which the foliage is 
most luxuriant and splendid to the eye, 
the leaves being fully expanded^ while the 
rich blossoms decked the scene with a 
variety of brilliant hues ; and our travel- 
ler, as he passed ridge after ridge, pau- 
sed in delight on their elevated summits, 
to ga2e at the beautiful glens that lay be- 
tween 



tween them, t&pA tiie .g9rg&mBrvegbt$^ 
tU^ that .dimbed (sveupo the topft of the 
steepest aq€iivit!e& The day, . howewr^ 
which had been uousuaUy sultry for the; 
smson, waBi drawing to a olc^e^ andbotiai 
hor^ and Eider begai> to feeL the efl^da 
oChi^ngeBaiidtfatig)ie; the former) t^psgb 
$trQng and spitited^ drooped his head; 
and the latter became wearied witb-these 
laneaome thougb pieturesqye- 8oeiies«) 
JDttidng the whole day he had OQt seen^ 
the dwelling of a human beiog; thedat* 
tedr^ of his horse's ho€& upon the roek^: 
the singing oi the birds, so numercM®^ 
in this region* the roaringiof tb^ ofioun*: 
tain stream^ or the craah/of timber ooea-. 
sioned by the &11 > of some great tree, 
were^ the pnly sounds; that had met hia 
ear. Her waa glad» therefore, to find his 
patb'dese^dkig, at last, into a broad val- 
ley, interspersed with farmsw Heaeem* 
edto^iave stirmounted the last hill,, and 
b^ove.faiqi.iMs a dch ernititMioms Ibrest^ 
ra8fi!mbtingtiaB>he^o\:eiJloeked.it^fwm the 

B 2 high 



I^%kv%]iiirid, a solid pla» rf ^eniufeo^ 
Siie^rtiiamitiM from rocky Isfteipis^ mm! 
fMeeipiefeSy ta the smodth soil aiid A>{Hrtg 
aorfiiee of the valley, was refi'cd^in^ ; ami 
Itet kssm were the coolness imil^fi^Eignnde 
«f the-air, and the deep and varied hiii^ 
of the forest, occasioned by the lai^ 
kit uriatice of its vegetation. - '1 

^ It niight be proper, as it certainly » 
eartomary, before proceeding to rarr&t^ 
the adventures of our hero, to introduce 
him to the particular acquaintance of thi^ 
leader, by a full description of his persoil^ 
character, and Hneage ; but this manlier 
of narration, suppwted as it is by res^ect^ 
able precedent, we must be perimtted to 
^teline. As we have no record before 
US, shewing that the gentleman in ques^ 
tion ever passed under a regimental standi 
^d, we are not aware that bis exact 
height could now be ascertained ; and as 
he was neither a deserter from the ser«* 
vice of his country, nor a fugitive from 
the protection of his guardian, we can» 

not 
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MttiiiDk it Me698alry to aet fortfilih«l«ri 
Imht o^ Uft hair and €yet» or tor dmcribi 
fflmt^ dctthes ^ he hid on wheir he west 
fmny.^ To enlist the sympathies of om 
fipff tesderiBy whose approbation we woidd 
fidtt plopitiate^ it is enough to say, thai 
he was a yoong and handsome haehdofe^ 
leaving each of them to fimqr him the 
exact image (^ her favourite adminr; 
bat as we do not admire the praotiea of 
pee^i^ kito gentlemen's hearts, or potit 
ket-books, withoutany other warrant than 
the bare license of authorship^ we cannot 
teli what precious billet-doux may ha«e 
filled the one» or what trea^ned image 
might have oecupied the other. These 
are questions which may be incidentally 
touched hereafter ; and the curious reader 
wiU find ample materials in the follow^^ 
ing pages, for the gratification c^a la«d# 
able thirst for knowledge on these inte* 
resting points. 

The sun was about to set, and our tra» 
veller, having completely left all the 

B 3 mountain 



ftk)dtita(fti passes b^iifd Mm /could ha^e 
enjoyed the serenity of the calm iioar, 
dild the bland landscape, had not other 
thoughts harassed him. He needed re^ 
afnd refreshment, and knew not where 
to find the one or the other. VJ^hile con- 
ddering this matter, he reached a spot 
where two roads crossed, at the same ki- 
tant when two other persons, advandttg 
from a different direction, arrived iit the 
^tne point. They were an elderly gen* 
fleman and a young lady, both d^ pre- 
possessing appearance. The former was a 
portly man, hale and ruddy, with a gay 
eye and a profusion of grey loi^ks, as if 
Ae frost of age had prematurely touched 
his head^ without penetrating so deep as 
to chill the fountains of life. His dresg 
was that of a country gentleman ; it was 
not expensive, nor yet well assorted, but 
rather evinced the carelessness of one 
who, living secluded from the fashionable 
world, felt independent of its forms, or 
who adopted virith reluctance the changes 

which 
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wbioh oeetned^every yMfirt^.ddpartfiiilr^ 
^b«r. and further from.aertfio itandardi 
9f graoefulneas to MrhicbJie.liBdibeeBrao* 
eustonied in bis youth, as well as .fiDom 
tlie peculiar notiiDnfi df ebihfiMt that fasp 
ten upon the mind with the apptaachcaof 
old age. He was moumted ufioii a. fine 
high- bred borse, rather oddly ioaparisoned ; 
for the bridle, though silver naoun ted, was 
lirqken in several places,, landj the fmo- 
tures had been remedied^ .at one |>art by 
a .hard knot, at- ai¥)tbec by a/Cdacseseam, 
undatathird by a thoi|g(^bttckskUii w))ile 
a Spanish saddle, which might onoe have 
done honoiir to the best cavalier at a bull- 
iigbt^ having lost thet stirrup-leather on 
the near side, was j^pppjied with aaaccom- 
modation- ladder of. rope, and the girth 
v^'as patched with l^her.aod linsey,un- 
Ail the origiwl material was liardly. dis- 
CQverable. Thie worthy gentleman wore 
que ^pur^ either. bec^iuuse he was too in- 
dolent to put on, the otbier, or from a 
conviction, founded on a well-established 

B 4 philosophical 
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pliilemphicfil principle, that the effect 
produced on one side of his animal, 
must be followed by a corresponding 
result on the other, and that consequent- 
ly one armed heel is as effective as a 
pair; indeed, that gentlemanly weapon 
seemed to be worn more from habit 
than necessity, for the free-spirited steed 
needed no prompter ; and the rider, who 
sat with the ease and grace of an expe- 
rienced horseman, would have esteemed 
it a breach of the dignity becoming his 
age and station, to have proceeded at 
any pace faster than a walk. He was 
evidently a wealthy planter, accustomed 
to good living and good society, who 
bad arrived at a standing in life which 
placed him above any merely outward 
forms that interfered with his comfort, 
and who felt privileged to think as he 
pleased, and do as he liked ; while the 
frankness and benevolence of his coun- 
tenance at once assured the stranger that 
his heart was alive to the best feelings 

of 
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of kindness and hospitality; His cqi9«» 
panfon wa^ i lovely girt of eightjeen| 
richly and tastefully habited; careless as 
were the apparel and furniture of the 
elder rider^ that of the lady was studi- 
ously neat and appropriate ; her palfrey 
had the fine liinbSy the delicate form^ 
and the bright eye of the deer, with a 
gentleness that seemed to savour mon^ 
of reason than of instinct ; his hair was 
smooth aiid glossy as silk, his harness 
elegant, and neatly fitted ; and as the 
fair rider sat grace^lly erect in her sad^ 
dte, the proud animal arched his neck, 
as if conscious of the beauty of his bnii^ 
then. 

As the parties met at the junction of 
the roads, each of the gentlemen reined 
up his horse to allow the other to pass ; 
the elder bowed and touched his bat, 
and the other returned the salutatibA 
with equal courtesy. There was a 'mo^ 
mentary embarrassment, as neither rider 
seemed disposed to take precedence of 

B 5 the 
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%]m otter^ which; WM rdlkved' by the 
yooxDg ladyy who^ shtckebiog her nein as 
Ae Umdbed the nedc of her ^teed with 
a hazel switdi^ rode forwoid) leavmg 
the geBlletnati to settle the paint of eti-» 
quette between tbeai» which they did 
by silently^ ^tiling in abreast^ the road 
being just wide enough to admit the 
pasfiage;of two riders in that rmini^r. 

In our country, there is none of that 
churlish . policy^ or that repulsive ptide, 
whidi in other regions forbids: strangers 
•who. thus meet from accostii^ esieh 
other 'r on the contrary, our hearty <4d 
Yirginiany an meeting a youngs welU 
mounted, handsome stranger, with the 
apfiearanw wd mamiers of a gentieman, 
felt 'bound to do the honours of the 
country; he accordingly opened a con^ 
versation, and was so well pleased with 
the stranger^s fraakness and intelHgenoe, 
tl^ lie determined to take hinr home^ 
and :entertain him, at least for the nighty 
and parhiq[)s for a wedc or two; and the 

worthy 



wartby old maii felt no smalL inward 
gratification: ia the .idea^ that wiiile he 
w» diocbor^ng his. d«ty as a tme son 
of the axment dominion, he should ae* 
oiir^ a companion, and enlarge^ for a 
time, his own little circle oiF enjo]ritients: 
Sttt the. BtrMig^r antieipated his invita* 
tion^by obaerving-*^^V I < ha ve biiaineai 
wii^ mqor Hey ward, who rasides aooiei' 
wbi^ in tbk» neighbourhood, and am 
'glad tbafc I have &llen in with you, siiy 
m you jcan probably direcfr tne. to a.ta» 
yern .near hk house, where I may lodge 
for the night." j . . 

^ That I cannot ; but I will with great 
ple^^urp.fib^w you to thi». house itself," 
repjybed tbj» other,, who ww theiidentioal 
.m^ior Hey ward ; '*f I am ^ing diteoUy 
ihe]$^ W(Mii will cdnduef you td the very 

Jhesti^ngeroiviUy declined this offcbs, 
unde^Jkbe plea that he was totally tanac- 
quainted with the gentleman alloded" to, 
and that his visit was solely on business ; 

B 6 he 
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he wished^ therefore, to lodge for the 
night at a public-house, and to dispatch 
his business in the morning as early as 
might be. * 

V I suspect/* replied his companion, 
^ that you will not do the one nor the 
other.' Public- house there is none ; yon 
are now in Virginia, sir, where hospita- 
lity is not an article of trade, therefore 
you must, of necessity, lodge with a 
private gentleman ; and you are under 
a mistake, if you think to dispatch your 
business to-morrow, or the next day, or 
under a week at least." 

Why so?" 

Simfdy because, in this oduntry, we 
do not turn people out of our houses, 
nor treat a guest as if he was a sheriff'is 
officer. There is to be a barbectte to^ 
morrow, to which you will be invited ; 
then you must hunt one day, and fish 
another, and after that— *biit see, there 
is the house." 

The 






IS 

The atranger haltocU-^ I radJIif on* 

** Intrude, my de«r sir! why, young 
gentleman, you were certainly not raued 
in Virginia, or you would have feametl 
thftft one gentleman can never be ooiiaif^ 
derad as an intruder in the house of an^ 
other, especially one who brings so good 
a letter of introduction as yourself." 

^ Pardon, me, sir^ I have no such 
credentiaW 

" Oh yes, you have— yes, you hav^" 
returned the planter, laughing at his 
own wit, and bowing to his anm|wniaB ; 
«< as a late writer hath it, a good appear* 
anoe is the best letter of introduction ; 
and your modesty, young sir, is an im 
dorsement which gives it douUe value 
Come along, I'll be answerable ion your 
welcome^'' 

** Bat I am a total stmnger."* 

f^ True, and so you will lemain until 
you are introduced ; then you will iie so 
no longer." 

•*But 
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r'sBiit It h £ti> fi^ward to goto a gen- 
tleman's house just at Hfiigbtfali, as if 
b^^ng for a nigbt^s lodging/' « 

^- The very best hour in the wwld, for 
then you are sure to^catch tfaegehtletnan 
at home, and at leisure ta eirtertaki you. 
Virginia, my dean^ continued^ he, calling 
to the young lady, who rode a few psuses 
before them, '* will you not join. me in 
a guarantee that this young gentleman 
shall be welcome at Walnut-Hill?^ 

*• Wtoh great pleasure, if it weise ne- 
cessary," replied the lady; ** but your 
introdoction, my dear uncle, will be all* 
sufBp|ent.>' . ; * 

The ^tranger^ who ^began to siiiqaect 
the truth, and saw that he could nak^ 
without rudeness, decliiie the proffered 
kindness of his hospitable gtxide, now 
submitted, and the party entered a hmg 
lane which ^ led. to the . noansion. *On 
either ^e were large fields of oorn and 
tobacco, lately planted, and exhibiting 
the distinctive characteristics of VirgiDia 

agriculture ; 



agrimiltaire ; the icale w^ exten9ive» but 
the manner of eultiv^tioH, rude. The 
spacious domain^ spreading for more 
than a mile on ^tber hand, was covered 
with flourishing crops^ which attested 
the fertility of the soil; and the iook 
mense wortn-fences surrounding the in- 
cdcosures, and dividing them into accu^ 
rate parallelograms, were as substantial 
aa they wer^ unsightly^ The corners 
and skirts of the fields, and every vacant 
spot, were grown up with weeds and 
briars. Stumps of trees blackened with 
fire,, and immense tall trunks, from which 
the bark and smaller limbs had fallen* 
showed that not many years had elapsed, 
sbice the ground had been cleared ; but 
those aylvan remains became fewer and 
more. decayed towards the mansion of 
the owner, which was in the centre of 
the openings as if the oocupant, after fix- 
ing hia dwdling, had been gradually 
clearing away the forest frcxn Mound it 
in every direction. An apple-orchard 

had 
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f^d been planted so recently as to be 
now ready for bearing its first crop, ancl. 
peach-trees were seen scattered in every 
direction ; wherever a kernel had fallen 
by accident, and the young shoot had 
escaped the plough, or outlived the nip^, 
ping of the cattle, was a flourishing tree, 
promising a luxuriant harvest of this 
delightful fruit 

The mansion stood on a rising ground/ 
overlooking the whole plantation, and. 
was composed of a cluster of buildings, 
rather inartificially connected. A stone 
house, with two rooms, had been first 
erected; then a framed building was 
added ; and year after year, as the family 
increased in wealth or numbers, subse* 
quent additions had been made, consist* 
ing of single apartments, all on the 
ground floor, except the original build* 
ing, which contained an upper story^-^ 
the whole connected by piazzas, and 
being, in fact, a number of separate, 
though contiguous, houses, inconve- 
niently 



ttknlty adapted for the ireaidenoe of a 
ringle family. The offices wei^ aeattefi* 
ed about in the rear of the main ediflbe 
-«>the kitchen, the Ice-house, the smoke- 
house, being each a separate building. 
Still further back were the negro-cabins» 
and beyond them the stables; so that^ 
altogether, the place had more the ap» 
pearanoe of a village than of the red* 
^ence of a single family. The aspect of 
the whole was pleasing and respectable. 
Had it been surrounded by a wall and a 
ditch, it would have borne no small re- 
semblance to some of the earliest of 
those old castles in which the barons re* 
sided with their followers, in patriarchal 
simplicity. The out-buildings were so 
disposed as not to intercept the vienT 
from the front of the mansion ; and the 
latter, being painted white, looked well 
in spite of its structure. A beautiful 
lawn surrounded it, set with fine forest 
trees, the venerable and gigantic abori- 
ginals of the soil ; and on one side was a 

garden, 



gftkden^ kid out with taat€^ aiid higlily 
emb^lUsbfd wkh flowerd and ornamental 
plants.?.. . -:•; . 

. As soonr as the party ^t^^d the Itme, 
dsQVes of y^ung negroes ran oul tpgas^ 
^t them, hiding behind the trees and 
fenties, or peeping through the bushes; 
and the worthy host began to exercise 
his lungs, in speaking alternately to the 
negro children, to the blacks who were 
returning in troops from labour, and to 
his guest. 

" Gret away, you yoiing revues I wliat 
are you peeping at ? — There's fine corn, 
«r. — Here> you Cato, tell Caesar to oome 
to me. — That corn has just been planted 
aix weeks.— Pom pey, come and take 
these hwses.<-^There's the best tohactio 
in this country.— Luke, where's Peter 
and John ? — Primus, tell Adam to get 
some fnesh water; and go you, Fiim, 
and help him. Virgil, you dog, oome 
out. of that peadi-tree; I'll take you and 
Milton, and knock your heads together. 

—These 
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•^Hbc^e {Aagoea destAyjr dl «iy fi^uit; 
mr, before H is f^ie.<«^ptM that ^Me^ 
Moses-^help biit)^ Aaron. Come, bert^ 
Cufrik}, and bold yonif yonfi^ miitrts^s 
hor8e.-^Rtatn, some of you, wd te& Ve» 
nus to get supper.-^CoiXM^ sir, alight; 
y mi ate welcome to my houie.* 

Tbe stranger, who tbtotigbout this 
singular colloquy bad found no oppoin- 
timity to address bis host, had plated 
himself beside the young iady, to wb«tB 
he'addrefssed his conversation du^rfoig tii6 
ft$w minutes tjtat precede t]keiriu:iital 
at tbe house, where he asdsted her to 
dismount; and the whokf party were 
sooii seated in one of majw HeyWard's 
spacious piasssas. 

Walnut-Hill was t-he seat of pl^ity 
and ^lospftality ; find in a few minuti^s 
servants were dispatched in difibpmt di^ 
retdons in pursuit of r^^iibmentfi. The 
worthy proprietor himself, in n^^ecf. of 
his^e^ and <^ertain habits ,of reverent 
to which hh whole bonsi^ld bad be^ 

long 



loftj^ neillbidMd; rcceited ttie flrat ai» 
iefltidkii tM$ niet&phieeA his groat arm 
4i»Sirt « little negfo "fetdied bis pipe, afiei- 
tber bMoght tolxiooa, a thM ffre, A 
ftar& a glass of water, a fifth slippers; 
and in a few mimites he was comfert* 
ably seated, enjoying his aceiistoined 
luxuries, while his guest retmd to ar- 
fatige bis dress* 

On the return of the latter, he found 
bis host in the same position in whieb 
be bad left him ; and approaching hiiB, 
said<^^^* I have perhaps been to tJame in 
delaying so long to announce my name 
iBid business.** 

•* Your name, my young friend, I 
(AalJ be glad to hear, whenever you 
please ; as for your business, we will talk 
of that when we get tired of every other 
subject.'* 

^ I am well aware of your hospitality, 
and tbat towards either a friend or a 
stranger, it would be cheerfully exer** 
cised; but neither of these characters 

can 



.The old men stait«dr4ft be ^lewd'tMt 
tmme ; a cload passail 4^er li|8;faiitiimi^ 
and his frame seemad agitated wMb pauM 
iul recdUeMiona. • Tbea^ feelii^ he odM 
dfMVoured to soppmuw as he vepliedM 
^ I had rather you bad . borne another 
OfHBe; iMit that is not your fault/V ? 

He then rose^ extended hit hand te 
Itio guest, and emi^tically added**--** Mr« 
Fennimore, pardon an old man, for not 
b^ng able to forget, in a moment, that 
wbicb has been a subject of bitter reflee* 
tifia> for years. The antipathies of pa* 
rents should not be entailed on their 
children. You are cordially welcome to 
my house-— make it your home, and 
ceiisider me as your friend'' 

Tea was soon announced ; and major 
Hey ward, as he introduced his guest to 
his niece> Miss Pendleton, resumed his 
usual courtesy of manner ; but his gaiety 
had entirely forsaken him, and immedi* 
atdy after this meal he retired to his 

apartment, 



aipsrtaiimt, lea9riiig the yoilng peopk to 
entertakii ^ch other. We netA hardly 
add, that, jpredtspoted aa the latter wette 
to bq pleas^ with each other, the even- 
ing passed agreeably ; and that when 
Mr. Fennimore retired, he oould not but 
acknowledge, that whatev^ might be 
the character of the unde, thci niece waa 
one of the most . i^preeaUe : women that 
be. had ever seen. 
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On the following moraiag, Fennimore 
rose early, and sallied ibrth, but foiiyid 
that he had been preceded by major 
Hey ward, who was bustling about> with- 
out his bat Of coat, in the sharp morning 
air, giving <mlers to his servants. Th6 
cloud of the last evening had passed from 
his brow — the reflections of his piUdw 
had been salutary— and he now met Im 
guest, vn^ his usual cheerfulness of 
countenance and kindness of manner.*^ 
** Mr. Fennimore/' said he, ** I did tiot 
receive 'you, perhaps, as I ought, and I 
ask youT^ pard<»i. I must be frank with 
yov^ for I cannot be otherwise. TMiigs 
have passed between our families^ which 
. i-. ' I have 
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r hive not beafi able to forget Botthe 
ways of Providimoe are always wise ; it 
was necsesswy fw my peaoe that you 
should ootne here. I am too old to che* 
rish an unsettled feud. Let the past be 
buried. We are frkads." 

^ I know so little of the particulars oi 
the affair to which you allude/' replied 
F^nnimore, ^^ that I can say iu>th}ng, eK^ 
oept that I desire to stand in .no oti^r re^ 
lation to migor Hey ward, than thut of a 
friend. I had not thought of introdtv* 
cing that subject. My business relates 
to a pecuniary transaction " 

'' Well, we'll talk of that another tinie. 
Any time will do for business. We can 
settle that in five minutes. There is to 
be a barbecue to-day, Mr. Fennimore; 
we are all going — ^you must go with us." 

In vain did Fenuimore plead that his 
engagements required his attention else- 
where-— that he had no. time for parties 
of pleasure — that he had no taste for aueh 
amusements^ &c. 

•*No 



t noAjof Heyvmrd^ *' You Mri>ris^ itte,* 
I MivJPdAiiimwe; no taste for a bfti^b#cilet 
. Well^lhtit shtws you were imt rai^^dlvi' 
I VifgiBia. Time you should ^eaUt^ 
of the world, sir \ there's iu>tbing in tife 
' e<|u8l to a barbecue, properly managed 
— ^ gtxxl cdd Virginia barbecue. Sir, I 
would not l»ive you to miss it for the 
beat horse on my plantation ! Talking 
Gt l^tSBAi' continued the cheerful old 
man, *' reminds me that I c»n slieiv you 
a ai^t worth seeing ;" and without wait- 
ing for a reply, he led his guest to his 
staUes, where the grooms were feeding 
and rubbing down a number of beautiful 
blooded animals. These were succes- 
sively paraded, and the proud owner 
descanted upon the merits of each, with 
a volubitity that excluded every other 
sobyeot, until breakfast was announced. 

^ Ha9 Mr. Fennknore consented to 
join mat party to-day?" inquired Miss 
VOL. I. c Pendleton, 



FendiefcoiH after tbef were seated at the 
boeakfastttable. 

^' Certainly^ my dear/' replied the ma- 
jor; ^' Mr. Fennitnore would be doing 
injustice to us» and to hioiself, if he did 
not improve such an opportunity of wit- 
nessing a festivity peouUar to oor Skate. 
I am sure he would not be deprived of 
it upon any consideration." 

*' I cannot resist the temptation/' said 
Fennimore^ with a bow which Miss Feiv* 
dleton took to herself, while her unde 
received it as a tribute to his favourite 
amusement; and after a hasty meal« the 
parties separated, to prepare for the e&* 
cursion. 

The horses were soon at the door» and 
the party proceeded, attended by seveiml : 
savants, to the place of meeting. It 
was a gay and beautiful morning. They 
passed over a high mountainous ri^ge» 
by a winding and rugged path, wbidi 
at some places seemed impractioabla ; 
but the horses, accustomed to thesa.ac- 

clivities^ 



dmdties, stopped caatiously fiooa rock lo 
roek, or nimbly leaped the narrow .!»* 
vines thdt orossed the road^ while the liw 
devs: scarcely suffered any inconvenience 
from the trr^ularities of the surface* 
Sometimes Jthe path kd along the edge 
of a pECcipice^ and they paused, to look 
4omm 'Bpon the broad*spread valleys^ tiiat 
lay extended in beautiful landscape fae»* 
S»e them. The song. of the mocking- 
Isrd /arrested their attention, as he sat 
among^he branches of a tail tree^ pour- 
injg forth bis miscellaneous . and vohiUe 
iriotes, imitating successfully all the song- 
Stersf of the grove^ and displaying a full- 
ness, strength, and richness c^ voice, 
often astonishes even those who 
accustomed to his melody. Upon 
teach^ig the highest elevation of the 
fidge, they wound along its level sur* 
6ee, by a path well beaten and beauti- 
fully smooth, but so seldom travelled as 
tx> lie covered wi^ a ^owth of short 
'gn»^ Its wi^h was suffideot only to 
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«dqiit the fmssag^ of a single horisfeoifm, . 
and iti course so winding, that the fore* 
most rider was often conceakd from tim 
view of the la§t of the train. Dense 
thickets grew on either hand, and the 
branches of the trees interlocking above 
the riders' heads, formed a thick caiippy; ., 
giving to this romantic path the appearr . 
ance of a narrow serpentine archw^y^, 
carved with art out of the tangled fpri^9|^. 
Virginia, when she reached this ejevateci 
plain, seemed to feel as if in fairy land, and^ , 
loosening her rein, bounded away wijtb ^ 
the lightness of a bird, gracefully bend* 
ing as she passed under the low boughs, 
gliding round the short angles, and leap- 
ing her beautiful steed over the logs that 
sometimes lay in the way. Fennimpra 
galoped after, admiring her skill, and 
equally elated by the inspiring scene; 
while major Hey ward, who thought it 
undignified to ride out of a walk, at lany 
time except when following the hounds> 
followed at his leisure, wondering at thp 

levity 
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levity of the young people/ which tnad^ 
them forget their gehtiUty, and ride likef 
dragoon^ or hired messengers. 

Suddenly the path seamed to end at 
die brink of a tall cliff, and far below 
them they beheld the majestic Potomac, 
ttieandering through its deep vallies, and 
apparmtty forcing its way among piles 
of mountains. The charms of mountain 
scenery were enhanced by the endless 
variety of the rich and gorgeous, the pla-» 
cid and beautiful, the griand and terrific^ 
tliat were h^re embraced in one view. At 
one place the tall naked rock rose in per* 
pendicular cliffs to an immense hdgbt^ 
terminating in bare spiral peaks; at an* 
other, the rouiided elevations were co- 
vered with pines, cedars, and laurel, al- 
ways indicating a sterile soil and a cold 
ex^sure. The rnountain sides were 
dothed with verdure, in all the intervals 
between the parapets of rock ; and the 
deslr streaois of water that fell from ledge 
to' ledge, enlivened th6 prospect. Far 

c 8 below. 



l)elow, tlie rich YQlley spread mife itsbftiad) 
bosom, studded with the ndbiest trees oi 
the forest, the majestic tulip-tvee» th^^* 
elegant locust, the gum, the sugan^na* 
pie, the broad-spreading oak, and the 
hickory. The numberless ilowering! 
treea were in full bloom, ami < their 
odour$ fiited the air with a rich perfitmi^! 
The rtTer, with its dear blue waterii 
was full of attraction, sometimes dasfaii% 
round rocky points of the moimtaiiH mA 
sometimes flowing calmly through the 
Yalley; at one point placidly reposing 
in a wide basin, at another, rushing ovei* 
a rocky ledge whitened with foam. ' ^ * 

•^ How beautiful !" exclaimed Viig^ 
nia, as she reined up her horse, and 
gazed, with a delighted eye, over the 
wide-spread landscape 

" How exquisitely beautiful !** re-eebe- 
ed Fennimore, as his admiring glance 
rested on the form of his lovely compti^ 
nion. Her deer4ike animal, smoking 
with heat, and just suifieiently excited 

by 



|pf Merdiie ta bring every^iioMitrielJito Aitt 
Mti^into ^paadt his qortrtk md sWU bi« 
^ritins, hit fine neck arched, Ms head i^i^ised^ 
fa^delksate ear thrown forward^ and. bis 
deareye sparkling stood on the very edg^ 
0f fbe«JiC The tight figure of Virginia 
^fHm r^idered more graceful by an ele^ 
gant ficNng^vesSi elosely fitted td het 
p99$0Qi and extending bek>w her feett 
ahie sat with the ease of a practssed ridfat 
1^1 her dfiief attraotion^ at this modenf^ 
was the animated expression of her fe»* 
^ms i her bonnet was pushed bade feom 
j^. fine forehead, her eye Kgtited up 
vHth pleasure, her dieek flushed and 
dm) pled, her Ups unclosed ^ and as she 
extended her whip in the direction indi* 
«ated \^ her glance^ Fenninsore realized 
the ni03t exquisite dreams, that his fancy 
had ever formed^ of female loveliness. 
* She turned towards her compankm, 
as bis expressioiv of admiiuiticni met her 
€0", Unshiid deeply \|rhpn $he discovet^ 
tiMt his imfMsMone^ glanee was directed 

c 4 towards 



tonrardi beisel^ ami ihex^ with a Uttk 
jktth of naodest coquetty, whioh i$ quite 
natural in a pretty woman of eigbto<»i$ 
Iftugfied, and resumed her deseriptifxi^ ; 
but her tones softened^ and her convert 
siitimi^ without losing its sprightliness^ 
assumed the richness and vividness of 
poetrjr, from an involuntary ccmscfe^s^ 
xm» that all the young and joy oua fe^ 
ings of her heart were responded in kin^ 
dred emotions from that of her eompa4 
nion. 

In a few minutes they were jmned 
by major Heyward, and the whole pmrty 
descended the mountain by a precipik^ < 
ous path^ which led to a part of the val« 
ley bordering on the Potomac. 

Arrived at the place of rendezvous^ H 
novel and enchanting scene was present- 
ed to the eye of our stranger. A levd 
spot on the shore c^ the river had been 
divested of all its bushes and trees, ex^ 
oept a few large poplars, whieh were left 
for shade, whose huge trunks had risen 

to 



tkf a niftjestte hdght, iwkiteitfaek ^tttiifi 
'mtg branches hita40oked» so aa^td fbr^Mi^ 
canopy impervious to the swibeMHli 
Hasvkig been the scene t^ these fHtkm 
ties for many years, the ground .vt» 
tfo^ien hanl^ and covered with a thick 
sMafd of i^rt grassf On three sidett 
tli0 ferest was seen in its native wiU^ 
n4te8> tangled and luxuria&ds as it came 
frona the hand of nature; on the otfaw 
flowed the . riven At the baek ])art cf 
the area was a fountain of limpid water 
-^'-the Virginians always congregate 
atvHsind a cool spring-^-issuing from the 
robk^ and filling a Imrge basin, whiek 
sieved as a wine-cooler# and in whic^ . a 
few trout, kept with great care^ sported 
their graceful forms. 

jTbe- company began to assemble at 
all early hoiir-"*-^ gay and misoellaneoua 
aMM^iiibli^, somewhat aristocratic^^ birt 
by* no >nieans ekdusi^e : it UKas all of the 
daiS of .fre^hotdafSy but included, avery 
variety of that dass: som^ were mem- 
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polished mid weflltliy 5 pcot^ of their 
biiptb md of tbdr esteisei^ : fiiiD;4e > aod 
hoi^table, tfaougfa noiewlmt stitelyiilri 
their mamiers: some were deoayodrges-* 
tiy, a Uttle prouder than the ntimi^of 
the caae seeoied torequirei in asmas^ 
qfuence of their poverty; and lOtbas 
weK plain fimmers and their £niiHasSf 
•toxit bafll^ well fol, well «bd, «» mttA* 
ligent and independent race, whajiked 
9fn their <pi«rn &riiifi, and justly conaidflfo 
ed themsdves the pe^B of the beil&in 
tiie land. In the whole ciide timmmm 
mueh of the ^iinliae$$ and attttpiiiily 
of an agricultural people^ togpetber wtftb 
adegreeofpolkdi* not often £>ujid mamig 
mere faraim*s, and rondting hef^ AsMki 
the hospitable easterns xif the ixMttitry, 
winch induced a^coBttimal raund nf ape 
cial intarcouraeb and £rQm..thei:£|i^?tlAt 
the land prop»etoifi» Imiig the: owners 
of senrants, had Insure to ciiitiwi^ 
their minds^ and visit their neighbours. 

Among 



lAumn^ titan were many gestTemen of 
HlMraA education, some ^professional m^i 
ti^fafigfa attaHiments, and men in puUic 
(life, or' of^ large fortutiesy who, spending 
4i|>ottio& of every year in large cities, 
liad acquired all the el^ande of man- 
nersi and cuMvetion of intellect, which 
wfiniitd in the best circles. One pecu- 
^inltfty' which usualfy marks a fashion- 
tittle, or, more property s^ieaking, an 4x- 
tsdkisiye soci^y, was wantiiyg here, name- 
ly, diat uniformity in <lress, in manners, 
^lir thbugbt, and in pHraseology, Whieh 
iNtraHs^ftmn a servile obedience to the 
^Hmoiii of faslibnHi*-that disdial monoto^ 
4fty of taste, wfaidi forceisl ' every gentle- 
fMMn' to famish his house sifter a pre* 
mmbed models land a WholecommunH^to 
^0&» as fimdi ^Hke as a hddy of isdldiers 
in vegimentids ; reminding one of Pope's 
JkBdA^^h of U garden, wlvere 

>-> « Hiti pidtsing hitricadeB ^t^rvene. 

Grave Dods at srave. each ailev hn^ a brotlier. 
And half tbe platform just reflects the other." 
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This neighbourhood beifig sedwiei, 
and distant from the sea-board, fashiou^ 
cx>ming with a tardy step, and from df& 
ferent quarters, were partially adopted, 
and never generally acquiesced in, nor 
carried to excess. Manu&ctiires -of 
every kind were at that time at a Jow 
ebb, and mechanics were not to be found 
in country neighbourhoods. . The soutib^ 
em people, too, are habitually indolent^ 
and while they often exhibit on the one 
hand great fondness for show, as t^en 
betray on the other the mo^ abselote 
carelessness for appearances— ^m it|qift> 
rent contradiction, which arises from tiie 
fact, that though lavish in the expmidfe- 
tvre of inoney, they will not endure any 
personal labour, or discomfort, in ti»e 
purchase of luxury. If a splendid dreia^ 
vehicle, or article of furniture^ can be 
readily procured, it is eagerly bought 
without regard to the price ; but if it 
cannot be had, the nearest substititte is 
cheerfully adopted ; and they are too in»* 

dependent 



dqfmdnt cilber to ndoaeaeh oilwcoii 
maah advenlitioM poBifWGMMi, w tiMOw 
Aeir own bapp&iiess by repiiiiiig at tfae 
i^aat of tibeoi. From these various 
OBuses it arose, that while one lady was 
fdledto tfae f6te in an elegant €oacb» 
widi four fst horses, and plated harness^ 
anettev c^ equal wealth came in a sorry 
veAiksle, which might have been very su* 
perbin the days of her grandmother, but 
was now faded and crazy, drawn by a pair 
of blooded nags, hitched to it with tackle 
vrarrdlously resembling plow-gear* An 
asusi^it spinster, whose last will and tas- 
tasnent was a matter of interest with all 
kinsfolks and of curio^ty with the rest 
tsf her acquaintance, rode in a scht y. afiajr» 
whidi had onee been a creditable chais% 
bat. was now transformed, by repeaited 
mendings, into something resembling 
a; . bai^man's cart ; having undergone 
ijse same mutations to which our ships 
.of war are. suli^ectec^ iii whiob tiqil;^ 
filler timber is suppliedr until nooe of 
, .. ^ ' the 



ddkeci^iiialfiurterial is ieftci the CNsly $UK- 
-AKHwIieiiig; ibat in tte eaae of tbeew- 
Ytag^ no care had been taljDen to preiem e 
the nodd, or to adapt the foat wpatr to 
tiie one which had preoaded it The 
Jiorsas trare js^n^alljr eldgant, but akaodi 
4i iMErterogerBeous assortcneiM; of kquip- 
mentt! Hove could it bp otberwiae? 
•There was rtot a saddler within Qft^ 
tnilea, and a gentleman who had Ibe 
milfortane to break a rein» or dany 
away a buckle, not being able to produlre 
<a new articlei mmt neeeasarily aub^iit 
the old one to a negro cobbler, or lestste 
It to the ingenuity of his own gioaqi: 
(&m most usual plan was to supply the 
rent with the neaseint string. Thus it 
happened that many of the animals were 
noUy caparisoned ; elegant saddles, ichlsl^ 
tog saddle-cloths, martingales^ and ikat- 
biefet&ed hridies, were abuttdmit; but 
mhim0me of fehetfe apru^ie «ffiiias had 
dhanoed to be brokmt^ a^luiotjor a «piiee^ 
with a thong of i9^*defi shin^ notiiiip 
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jBttqiientiy aifhed the smemX pacti^ wUk 
a^l^ope, w a- stiHip 40^* la«tl«v< man soimp 
tiiftM-sdbilittttedfer a girth : aone gsrn^ 
ildlttttii rode saddtes virkhont girthStMl 
aome «ode taritb blimUbridtaa; for mnong 
iMa -equaatrkn order, any diing that 
0Of^H be ridden with, or . ridden upon, 
W^a better than walking, luid any thing 
at> all'was #ar better than staying away 
Iroin ^the barbeeue. 

* However odd all thia- oiiglit seem at 
Urat ^ght to a stranger, there was aosie- 
thing in it that was remarkably pieaBant 
<^-^^ something wfaidi ^owed that the 
tiidst detestable of all pride, that wliieh 
^MimMes an individual by kis^^ctemal 
'af pearanee, was totally wanting : there 
'#iEi8 a eMdiality, a confidence in Mug 
IdikUyTCeeived for one^sown salse, whieh 
*%as i$beerittg to the heart The giil^ 
too, locked eharmkigly ; and itwas ntar- 
"^MtiMs to see thetn coming in pairs, two 
^^b^^« horsey '«r mounted behhsd their 
fatliera'and breCheie, laughkig and flat- 
ting, 
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tiag; and just m hnppy m it thfiy, Ii«il . 
ridden in ooadies : wd then. Urn gi;^f lb' 
iogs! one would have thought tba| 4 i 
single clan had peopled the who^^neiigh^T 
bourhood ; the stately old gi^ntlcwf n, m : 
they shook hands, saluted each Qther Aft; 
cousin Jones, cousin Lee, and coim^^, 
Thompson, with here and there an occa«- 
sional Mr. or Sir ; but the girls were all 
cousins, and the old ladies were aunts to 
all the world — that is, to all that part 
of the world which was paraded at the 
barbecue. 

It was a gay scene — the horses hitched 
to the surrounding trees, the ladies sit- 
ting in groups, or parading about, and 
the gentlemen preparing for the diver* 
sions of the day. Some dispersed into 
the woods with their fowling-pieces, 
aoitie distributed themselves along the 
rocks that overhung the river^ and threw 
out their fishing-lines, and others launch- 
ed their canoes in the stream, and sought 
die finny tribes in the eddies of the rapid 

current 



cofrent. A few of the kuiBe« participo* 
ted in the amusement of angling, whe- 
ther to show their skill in throwing out 
8 bait, or to prove that they possessed 
the virtue of patience, is not known ; 
but it is certain that they broke quite 
as many rods and lines as hearts. 
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CHAP. III. 



Immediately opposite the spot at 
which our party was assembled, the 
river rushed over a series of rocky ledger 
intersected by numberless fissures, afford* 
ing channels to the water, which at thil 
same time foamed and dashed over the 
rocks. A number of the youth were 
amusing themselves in navigating these 
ripples with canoes. By keeping the 
channels, they could pass in safety down 
the rapids, but it required the greatest 
skill to avoid the rocks, and to steer the 
boat along the serpentine and sometimes 
angular passes, by which alone it could 
be brought in safety through the ripples : 
sometimes a cano^ missing its course^ 

shot 
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shot off into a pool or eddy, where' Ihe 
stffl water afllbrded a secure hafrbour ; but 
if it happened to touch a rock, in the rapid 
descent, inevitable shipwreck wa^ the 
eonsequence. The competitors in this 
adventurous entertainment soon became 
numerous ; several of the young ladies, 
who loved sport too well, or feared the 
water too little, to be deterred by l^e 
danger of a wetting, engaged in it; ik> 
that some of the canoes were seen to 
eontain, besides the steersnaan, a 'single 
fimaale, for these frail vessels were only 
intended for two persons. 

They first pushed their oanoes up the 
atrean^ with poles, keeping -elose to- the 
shore, where the. current flowed with 
Kttle rapidity, until they reached the 
head of the ripple ; then taking their 
{Middles, they shot out into theetream, 
guided their boatd it)to the ohannete, 
darting down with the veloecty of "an 
arrow, sometimes concealed ^mbiig the 
woks, and sometimes hidden^ by the 
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fornix Md in a few- imnuteff were seeii 
glidBng out over the smocitb water be- 
Imr, having passed for nearif a mile 
through this dangerous navigation r 
•ometimes they purposely forsook the 
ehannd, and showed their skill by turn- 
ii^ suddenly into the eddies on either 
side» where they would wait until the 
next boat passed, and dart after it in 
eager chase. Dangerous as this amuse- 
ment appeared, there was in fttct Kttlir 
to be apprehended; for the upset- 
ting of a canoe, which seldom occurred, 
would throw the passengers into shallow 
water, or lodge them against a rock, 
with no other injury than a wetting, or 
p«4iap8 a slight bruise. 

Fennimore, who had walked with 
Miss Pendleton tb the shore, and watch- 
ed the canoes for some time, proposed 
to her to jdn the party. 

^* Can you manage a canoe ?" inquired 
she^ hesitating. 

« Try mci** said he, gaily. " I would 

surely 



sprelynot^vrntuK ta tike 94 fvmqmfm} 
char^ witbcmt some con^deno^ in my^, 
skill. I have been a western niiiglrisri 
several years, and am qmte fimiilifdr with, 
the use of the paddle." 

Virginia stepped into the cange, and 
hf^ving seated herself in the prow^ while^ 
Fennimore took possession of the stem^ 
exclumed-**' A ranger \ I am surprised* 
Mr* Fennimore ; why, you do not look 
like a ranger T 

*' Am I at liberty to consider that 
doubt as a compliment ?'' » 

. ^ Oh no*— I do not pay complimients. 
Bi|t I always thought that a ranger was 
a ^eat rough man, with a blanket round 
his shoulders, a tomahawk at his bdit^ 
and SL rifle in his hand*" 

*^ Such indeed is a part of the equip* 
ment of the backwoods soldier; and be* 
lieve me, Miss Pendleton, many of the 
most gallant men of this day have eforti" 
ed their laurels in such a dress.** 
f* Ohf terrible ! you will destroy some 

of 
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oimy finest assiM»tiDns« I nevCT think 
of a beror wichcmt fiiiK^ing him e tali^ 
ak^gant mafl» in dashing r^mentaH 
with a rich £tword-knot, and a pair of ra*' 
markably handsome epaulets.^ 

*^ Add to your picture a powdered 
bead, a long queue, a sti£P fc»*m, and 
Qemsured tread, and you have the beaiih 
ideal of a seedier x^ the school of baim 
Steuben." 

** Say not a word against that sdioc^ 
Mr. Fennimore; it has produced, a noble 
race of heroes. What would have be- 
come of our country, had it not been finr 
those fine old generals, who trained aas 
soldiers to war in the late revoiuticm^ 
arid who were models of that neatoeas 
and military etiquette, which I am afittid 
you undervalue. We: have a dear tdd 
gentleman here, whom you will see at 
dinner, and who is an excellent spedmen 
of by-gone times.** 

"Who is he?" 

" General Armour, one of our rem* 

lutionary 



llitionaiy vetetvM^ a: nosk «Kerilettt man^ 
but one who seeinis to tbink.tfaat the 
higbest ^degreeof human excellenoe eoii^ 
Mta in h)oUiig and. acting like a sddier. 
He conttnnes to wear. bis three-cornered ^ 
bat, his Jiuff waistcoat,. and his bhie regi- 
ttMntad coat, turned up witii red, and 
woukl rather part with his estate than 
with bis black coekade.'' 

** I Imieur such men,** said Fenni- 
uore; ** but see, here we are at the head 
of therapids/' 
..JFennimore paddled his light canoe 
over the smooth water abore the rapids». 
Hchrandng towards the redb and then 
retiring, describing drdes with his litUe 
^Miel, as if to try his skill befow .he 
vmitnred among the breakers. \Hewas. 
evidently quite familiar wkh this exev* 
dse; and Virginia, as she b^eld with 
a dmir a t ion the strength and dexterity 
with whidi he handled the paddle, f<^ 
no longer the slightest tiufiidity^ but en^ 
joijred the «3uating. sport. 

"Let 
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*^ Let ibe now ackniMrledge AtAf^"' 
md Fetmimore^ as he cast his eyeovet^ 
tl^ ripple, ** that. I am onwiUing to at-, 
tempt a dangerous navigatimi, whi^ ist 
new to me, with so valuaUe a duatgei*" 

Virginia smiled* — ** I have ofim pass*, 
ed these rocks,'' said she, *' and feel no' 
fear ; but if you have the slightest de* 
sire to return, let us do so." 

The stranger hesitated, his prudence 
restraining him, while the natural aml»« 
tion which a young man feels in the^ 
presence of a lady, urged him on, until 
Miss Pendleton relieved him, by saying 
—p-'^ Let us run no risks, Mr. Fennimore^ 
I should not relish a wetting ; and I am: 
in fault for not telling you sck>ner, that* 
it would be difficult, if not impossible, 
for you to pass through the rapids vrith- 
out knowing the channel." 

At this moment a canoe darted past* 
them, containing a young lady and a 
gentleman. Both were laughing; and 
the young man, proud of his skiH, in at« 

tempting 



tempting .io jflmriib. hk pidUle.isQuiid 
his. hoftdt ail m. kind of sabite to Misa 
I^endletoiitJuiiLiiokUy thnw it from bk 
hmd* An i&xelainataoo of affrigl^ arote 
firaai holb parties ; for the oanoe twMS ra- 
pidfy approa^ing the iMreakers, while 
tfae steeraman had no naeanfl of directing 
ita. coarse 

<' Shall I follow r cried F^uiimore. 

'^ By aU meads,^. exdaimed his com- 
paiiion ; and in a moment he was rapidly 
pursuing the drifting canoe. The latter 
kf^pt its a>urse for a little wbile^ then 
awinging round, floated with the broad- 
aide to the current, rising and sinking 
with BXi unsteady motion, now striking 
one end against a rock, and whirling 
round, and now the other, and sooie- 
tinaes darting head-foremost through the 
spray. Fennin^ore pressed on with ad^ 
mirable skill, urging his canoe forward 
with all his strength, to overtake them, 
and guiding it with unerring sagacity. 
He bad nearly reached the ol^t of his 

viMU h J) pursuit, 
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pursuit, when it struck a rode, and up- 
set^ throwing the lady and gentleman 
into the deepest part of the channel. 

•* Keep your seat, Mr. Fennimore !— 
guide the canoe !'* exclaimed Virginia^ 
rapidly, as with admirable presence of 
mind she rose from her seat, kneeled in 
the boat, and leaning forward, caught 
the floating lady by the arm, while Fen- 
nimore, at the same instant, by a power- 
ful exertion, threw the canoe into an 
eddy where the waters were still. The 
whole was the work of an instant; but 
it was witnessed from the shore, and a 
burst of applause excited by the presence 
of mind shown by Fennimore and Miss 
Pendleton. The dripping lady was 
drawn into the boat ; the droopng gen^ 
tleman, who had <»awled on a rock, was 
taken in as a passenger ; and when tibey 
reached the shore, it would have been 
difficult to gi^ss that any of the laugh- 
ing party had met with a disaster. They 
were greeted with a hundred m^ry 

voices 
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voioes as 4hey aioended the ba*k» ond 
Mr. Fennioipre foi^ot, in the lively 
scene, tbat he was a straoger. 

It was now nearly woon^ when thear* 
lival of a huotitig^party* that had gone 
out at daybreak, attracted universal at- 
tention. At its head rode an elderly 
cnan, of large frame, whose face was 
Jbrowned by many a summers sun : he 
wore a suit of plain home-spun ; a hand- 
Jseithief was bound dosely round his 
liead, instead of a hat> and his Iqgs, from 
a little above the knee downward^ were 
wrapped in buckskin, to protect them 
tSrom the briars, in riding rapidly thuough 
the forest. Under one arm bung a lai^ge 
powder- bom ; on the other side was sus- 
pended a square pouch; and a broad 
leathern belt, buekled dosdy round him, 
kept his dress and accoutrements pon- 
&ied to his body. A lai^e buck, the 
noblest trophy of the morning's chase, 
was thrown across the horse, behind the 
saddle, and bound to tlie rider's back. 
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with the head and feet dangling on 
either side against the flanks of the 
steed. After him came a dozen hun*- 
ters, mostly young men, variously equip* 
ped, some in gay hunting-shirts, with 
elegant rifles, and others in the plainer 
garb of ordinary woodsmen. Amon^ 
them they brought several deer of a 
smaller size, and a variety of wild tur- 
keys, and smaller game. 

** What a fine buck !" exclaimed se^ 
veral voices. ** Ah, colonel Antler, you 
always carry the day !" 

*' And so he should,'' said general Ar- 
numr ; ** the veterans should set good 
examples to the new recruits. I con- 
gratulate you, my old friend." 

True enough," replied the hunter, 

we ought to lead the young fellows ; 
but, to tell the trutli, I have trained 
these lads until some of them know al- 
most as much as myself." 

A loud laugh from the hunters tol- 
lowed this speech. 

^Come," 
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" Cdme,* said general Armour, " do 
us the favour to make your report ; tell 
us bow the btick was taken, before you 
alight" 

•• Hard duty that," replied the lead- 
ing hunter, ^ for I am as dry as a pow- 
der^bom. But the story is very short 
We had agreed to drive; I had seen 
large tracks about the Cold Spring, up 
in the North Hollow lately, for several 
oiornings in succession, and I knew that 
a^ big buck haunted about there. We 
determined to surround him, and accor- 
dingly stationed ourselves at different 
points. I placed myself behind a large 
tree, on a path leading across the hol- 
low ; a driver was sent in to start the 
game, and presently I saw this fine fel- 
low stealing along at an easy gallop, 
treading as gently as a cat, and Iea[»ng 
over the logs so lightly as hardly to 
crush a leaf. There was a light breeze 
from the south, and some of the young 
men had gone up in that direction, ex- 

d3 pecting 



pectin^ that be woold ran with hia nose 
to the wind, and so be did, until he 
scented them, when be suddenly turned 
towards the place where I stood ^, I 
knew exactly where be would stop^ a;nd 
ren^ained perfectly stilL On be came at 
an easy lope, until he reached the top c^ 
a Httle kncdl about sixty yards from me; 
there be halted, wheeled round, and 
stood perfectly still, with one fore-fool 
raised, the ear thrown forward, and bis 
eye flashing, listening and snuffing the 
breese. I fired, and down be fell. In 
a moment he rose and dashed off; but 
I knew I bad saved him, dropped thte 
but of my rifle, and began to load. A 
hunter, general, should never quit the 
spot from which be fires, until he loads 
up again.** 

••That's right, colonel, on military 
principles." 

•• I know it to be right, on bunting 
principles.*' 

•• It is mathematically and morally 

right,** 
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righC relied the veteran ; ^ military 
rules are all founded on the immutable 
1i>asis of truth : but I bc^ pardon ; pro- 
ceed, sir.** 

" The company all knew the crack of 
my rifle, and came galloping up; the 
dogs took the trail of the blood, and 
away they all went in chace, as hard as 
their horses could carry them. I mount- 
€d» code quietly over the hill, and fell in 
nhead of them, just as the buck had 
turned to bay. Up came the young 
gentlemen^ and slipped in between me 
and the game, but without seeing me. 
Charles Cleaveland had raised his gun 
to his face, and my nephew Will, the 
rogue, was taking aim, when I said, 
* boys r They both looked round, and 
at the same moment my bullet whistled 
between them, and knocked over the 
buck." 

" Bravo !" cried several voices. 

" That was not fair, uncle,** cried 
Miss Pendleton ; '* you outwitted the 

D 4 other 
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oti^er gentlemen by your superior know* 
ledge of the woods.'* 

" Hey ? cousin Virginia, not fair ! 
Why, what's the use of an old hunter's 
experience, but to outwit the bucks — 
the old bucks of the woods, and the 
young bucks of the settlements." 

" I have done, uncle,*' replied Virgi- 
nia, laughing. 

•' Well, here's one whp has nothing 
to complain of — George Lee; he found 
a fat yearling doe on tl)e Fine Ridge, 
and brought her off. Henry Mountfor^ 
has another, and the rest of them have 
shot small game." 

The party now alighted, and the ser- 
vants were soon employed in preparing 
the game for dinner. 

A long table was now spread under 
the trees, and loaded with an abundant 
and not inelegant repast. Venison, 
poultry, hams, and rounds of beef, cook- 
ed on the ground, sent up their savoury 
vapours, while numberless huge baskets 

of 
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of cold viands, consisting of pullets, 
tongues, bread, cakes, and pastry, sup- 
pli<&d that variety and profusion of eat- 
ables, which are supposed to have cha- 
racterized the hospitality of our worthy 
grandmothers. The company took their 
seats with great decorum, and no small 
parade of etiquette ; and the prepara- 
tions for a general onset, like the break- 
ing ground of a besieging army, advan- 
ced with system, and with a due atten- 
tion to all the little details customarily 
observed on such solemn occasions. But 
as the scene became more lively, good 
things were said, and eaten, with a ra- 
pidity that would have defied the skill 
of even a modern reporter ; and amidst 
the Babel of voices, a few only of the 
most prominent speakers could be occa- 
sionally heard. 

'• rU trouble you, general Armour, 
for a slice of that venison ; take it rare, 
if you please ; pardon me for interrupt- 
ing you——" 

D 5 •• I was 



^ I was about to remark^ that when 
general Washington determined to cot 
<^ the supply dT provisions from Phila* 
delphia— -*'' 

^^ Bad business tbat^-K^utting off pro- 
Visions,** remarked the venison-eater. 

'' General, a morsel of the fiit, if yoil 
please.** 

** — When general Waeiiingtoii, in 
*7y, determined——'* 

^' Allow me to recommend this fish, 
general.*' 

** I am very well helped^-^-^kter- 
mined to cut o ff * * 

*' Did you say fish, madam ? With 
great pleasure. Let me add some of 
this butter, and a glass of wine. My 
father, madam, who was a very facetious 
old gentleman—** 

'* He detached six hundred militia 
over the Schuylkill, under general Pot- 
ter ** 

•• Quite a wit ; I knew him well** 

<< He intercepted their foraging par- 
ties. 
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tM8^ as directed by the CQmmaQdeMn- 
chief ^" 

•• — Was very fond of fish, madam." 

•* Who, general Washington ?** 

** Nok, sir, my late &ther. He used 
to say that fish should swim three 
tioaes ■ ^ 

'< On the roads leading to Chester, 
Lianeaster, and-—-^" 

^ Three times, madam; first in the 
water, then in butter, and then in wine." 

** Genial Washington remarking 
that *" 

*' --^Dancing was a popular amuse* 
ment— " 



^ —-Gave strict orders-^ 



'' The fiddlers should be kept sober." 
^ What did you say about the tender 
passion, madam ?^ 
** General Knox-*-«»" 
^ —Who played the first fidd le . , r 
^ — Wrote the Essay on Ma n ■» ■ " 
" — Between sun-set and roll-eell-*p^'^ 

d6 "---So 
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<< — ^ the leather affairs were smkt to 

general Lee " 

*' —A very pathetic story. ^ 
•* —Told in Hume's England/' 
" — For my father, you know, ma*am, 
was a witty man." 

Buzz, buzz, buzz ! all became a con-, 
fused clatter, which continued until the 
cloth was removed, and the ladies re* 
tired. A separation of the three esti^es 
now took place ; the elder gentlemen re^ 
mained at the table—the matronly por- 
tion of the females betook themselves td 
the surrounding seats — and the youth- 
ful part of the assembly arranged them- 
selves in sets for dancing. Mr. Fenni- 
more had already discovered that Miss 
Pendleton was emphatically the BeUe ; 
and her title to this distinction became 
more evident, when the younger part of 
the company, relieved from the presence 
of their seniors^ were enabled, to act out 
their own characters mwe freely. The 
young ladies evidently yielded to her 

the 
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the precedence, and the gentlemen were 
emulous in paying her attention. As 
the acknowledged heiress of major Hey- 
ward, her expectations, in point of for- 
tune, were of the brightest character, 
and in beauty she had no superior; 
while her vigorous understanding, the 
decision of her mind, and the playfuU 
ness of her conversation, threw an air of 
freshness and originality around her, as 
rare as it was captivating. Among her 
constant admirers, the most devoted was 
Grcorge Lee, a young gentleman, whose 
fine person was only equalled by the ut- 
ter imbecility of his mind. He was tall, 
stout, well built, and easy in his de- 
portment. His features, taken singly, 
were manly and handsome ; but his face, 
as a whole, had hot the slightest expres- 
sion of any thing but good-nature. Ami- 
able, kind, generous to prodigality, and 
simple as a child, there never lived a 
more artless, a better tempered, or a 
weaker man. His finer appearance, and 

gentiemanly 
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gentlemanly deportment, neiner failed 
to earn him respect, on alirst aoquain- 
tance; and the gbodnera of bis heart 
rendered him a general favonrite among 
those who had known him long.-^ 
" Will you dance with me, cousin Vir-r 
ginia?'* said he, as soon as he could 
plant himself at her dde. 

'* I have almost promised not to danee 
to-day.*' 

•• But with mel 1 know you will 
dance with me. I have been trying all 
day to get to speak to you." 

^ I am glad you were so much bet- 
ter employed.** 

'^ No, that was not the reason ; but 
you are always so surrounded. You 
know that I would rather talk to you 
than do any thing else in the world." 

^ Do not talk so, cousin George.*' 

•• Why not? You know I think so. 
I am not ashamed of it. You know 
that I have always told you sa But you 
do not know the half that I feel'—** 

« I wiU 



" I will dance with you, Mr. Lee," 
said Miss Pendleton, willing to inter- 
rupt his silly courtship. 

•' Thank you ; but don't call me Mr. 
Lee — you know I can't bear that f and 
away they tripped. 

The company separated at an early 
hour ; and Mr. Fennimore was^ not dis- 
pleased at having shared the festivities 
of this agreeable day, or at being des^^ 
fined to pass another night under the 
hospitable roof of major Hey ward. 



CHAP. 
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CHAR IV. 



As Mr. George I^ee will come oocasio- 
nally under the notice of the reader, du- 
ring the progress of this history, we think 
it advisable to devote a few pages to 
some special details, relating to his pa- 
rentage and character. This interesting 
young gentleman, the descendant of an 
ancient family, was the only son of a re- 
spectable planter, who lived and died 
upon his own estate, adjoining to that 
of major Hey ward, to whom he was dis- 
tantly related. The elder Mr. Lee was 
only distinguished among his neighbours 
as an industrious man, who superintended 
his labourers faithfully during the day, 

and 
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and smoked his pipe contentedly at 
night. He pursued this life so evenly, 
for many years, that the only vicissi- 
tudes which marked his days, were those 
produced by the revolutions of the sea- 
sons, or the changes of the atmosphere 
—-except, indeed, that he was occasional- 
ly induced to join a hunting expedition 
in the mountains, or allured to the low* 
lands, to participate in a feast of oysters. 
Having been reared on the borders of 
the Blue Ridge, he had been early in- 
structed in the use of the gun ; and long 
before he reached the age of manhood, 
could track the timorous deer through 
all the labyrinths of the forest. He had 
even ventured upon more dangerous en- 
terprizes, and on more than one occa* 
sion had joined the gallant volunteers of 
his native state in repelling the incur*- 
sions of the savage tribe. When he 
married, he hung up his rifle and laid 
aside his mocasins, but still cherished 

them 



iheok as old aoquaintenees, and could be 
[N^vailed upon at any time, by slight 
aatreaty, to resume them hoth. He had 
many aoqnaintances amoi^ the lowknd 
gttitry, who loved his society, bQeame 
he had a good appetite and a hard head* 
was fond of oysters and appfe-toddy, 
and was an excell^at listener ; and, what 
was perhaps not the least of his good 
qualities, he seldom made them a riAU 
without carrying with him a &t mouD^ 
taki-deer as a present ; he was therefore 
an occarional. and always a welcome 
viater, at those glorious fish-feasts, at! 
which the gentlemen of Virginia display 
such consummate skill in catching, cook^ 
ing, and oansuming, the inhabitants of 
the deep. He was so well pleased upon 
such occasions, that he might have become 
a punctual participant in these festivities, 
had it not been for the frequeait adnch- 
nitions of Mrs. Lee, who observed that 
her husband, though rigidly temperate 

at 
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afc* honu^ never, returned firom nich mer^ 
ryvmeeliDgs vithoot exiiibituig a certaiii 
Qi»atural exhikration erf* apirits, not ex* 
actly confonaing with this good lady's 
DOtiooff of propria ; she therefore, more 
thm Qsice» hinted that oysters and toddy 
did -not agne with Mr. Lee; and that 
gentleman, who had impKcii fmth in the 
penetration of his. helpmate, as readily 
promised to eat fewer oysters and more 
tmot, and to substitute brandy and water 
for toddy ; but as this arrangement nei- 
tiier produced the deur^ effect, nor sa- 
tfefied the lady, he at last compounded 
mutters, like a good husband, by agreeing 
to go to the lowlands but twice a-yeor. 
Under this convention, which was kept 
inviolate, matters went on like clock- 
work; the plough and the loom were 
pli^ incessantly ; the fields grew wider, 
and the tobacco crops more abundant ; 
the negroes were fat and well clad; and 
Mr. Lee, as he ripened in years, increas- 
ed 



ed in substanoe. The lady» vAso wi» 
the moving can^e of this ptosperitjv 
may be sketched off in a few wordfi;' 
Like her husband, she oame of an aiis- 
tootitic stock ; but, unlike him, tihe wids 
shrewd, sensible, active, and gifted Willi 
an uncommon knack for managing ever^ 
thing, and every body around her : she 
managed the plantation, the ikiry, the 
poultry, the household, the negroes % she 
managed her husband; and what wa^^ 
better than all, she regulated her own' 
temper and conduct with great deccU' 
rum, and managed to be the most |)6f^tM 
lar woman in the neighbourhood. OT 
booklearning she had not much, for 
ladies, in that dark age, were not taught 
the sciences, did not visit lyceums, and 
had no souvenirs; but then Mrs. Lee 
had a mind of her own ; her sensibilities- 
were acute, and her ambition great ; ami 
as she carefully improved every oppor^ 
tunity for gaining information, she be* 

came 



Wine M inteHigent as a lady oould well 
bei without the interesting aids above 
mentioned. 

Siich had been the prosperous condi* 
tion o{ this family for several years^ when 
the oppressions of Great Britain began 
%9^ awak^i her colonies to a sense of 
their rights. Mr. Lee, for a long time, 
turned a deaf ear to the murmurs which 
si;^raunded him. Having been in the 
habit of waiting on all occasions for Mrs. 
Lee to go foremost, it never occurred to 
Hm to be discontented, while she seem* 
ed to be satisfied ; he was as happy as a 
oiapi ; his horses thrived, and his com 
yidded famously ; and when his neigh- 
bours indignantly repeated their long 
catalogue of grievances, he quietly re- 
sponded^ that king George had never 
dime km any harm ; but no sooner did 
tIiat;good lady take the patriot side, and 
ineauUously drc^ a rebellious expression 
in has bearings tbmi he began to examine 

the 
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tkso^iMe with different eyes : by degrees, 
as the Wnuigs of his country were minne 
clearly developed, a radical change was 
operated in his feelings and habits. He 
became a frequent attendant at ^bUc 
meetings, employed an oversea to coil- 
jdiuct bis business, and took to readii^ 
the newspapers ; he lighted hispipe more 
frequently than tisual, and walked to 
afid fro, for hours on the lawn before his 
door, with the air of a person in great 
^perplexity. His wife observad all l^is 
with silent anxiety, for she was not in 
the habit of crossing his humours, but 
rather of directing them skilfully to the 
accomjJishment of her own purpc^ses; 
and after some days she ventured to ask 
her husband what engaged his thou^its 
so busily. Mr. Lee, like a boy who is 
about to ask a boon which he expects 
will not be granted, inbd not courage to 
face the question' *%rhen thus suddenly 
presfflited ; and hastily replying that he 

hardly 



XBNTfTCXT. n 

hardly knew what he was thinking 
abcwt, put on fats hat, and sallied forth 
to his aecustooied phMnenade. After 
dbarching about for several hours with 
unusual agility » he returned with the 
air of a man who has made up his mind, 
and sitting down by his good lady, said 
— '' rU tell you, Mrs. Lee, what I have 
been considering about. I thmk that 
king Geoiige is neither an honest man 
nor a gentleman; and if he sends any 
more of his soldiers to murder their &1- 
low^sutgects in these colonies, I'll be the 
first man to shoulder a musket against 
them." To his surprise, his excellent 
better half not only applauded this spi- 
rited rescdution, but complimented his 
patriotism in the most flatten]^ terms. 

As we design to write the history of 
the father only as introductory to that 
of the son, we shall not ask the reader 
to accompany the former through aU 
his campaigns^ Suffice it to say, that 

he 
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be was a brave, though not an active 
officer ; and that after serving bis coun- 
try faithfully during the whole war. and 
attaining the rank of captain, he retired, 
when the struggle was over, to his be- 
loved retreat among the Blue Moun- 
tains ; besides some honourable scars, he 
brought back with him several new pro- 
pensities. He rose at daybreak, and 
having swallowed a mint-julep, sallied 
forth bare-headed, in Ijiis slippers, and 
without his coat; and having cooled 
himself in the open air, repaired to his 
station in the chimney-corner. Thi^ 
which he called ** turning out at reveille,'* 
be practised at all seasons. He had, 
moreover, learned several military and 
political maxims, which, as a soldier and 
a revolutionary patriot, he felt bound to 
live up to. One of these was, that a 
captain should command his own com- 
pany, a proposition which he failed not 
to repeat to Mrs. Lee, whenever he sus- 
pected 
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pected her of intruding upon his autho* 
rity ; and another referred to the *' inde- 
feasible'' right of pursuing happiness^ 
as laid down in the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, which guaranteed to him, as 
he supposed, the privilege of entertain- 
ing as much company as he pleased, and 
of eating as many oysters, and drinking 
as much brandy, as he found pleasant 
and palatable. His pipe became his in« 
separable companion, and the manage- 
ment of all his affairs devolved on his 
wife. He was a diligent reader of the 
newspapers, and pored incessantly over 
the numerous political tracts which is- 
sued from the presses of that day. He 
became a great talker; and described 
the various scenes of the war in which 
he had been engaged, with a minuteness 
which nothing but their intense interest 
could have rendered tolerable. Of his 
own personal adventures, be spoke spa- 
ringly, and with great modesty, though 
VOL. I. E his 
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bis merits b«d been grettt Oneebrt^mf 
only^ he informed a confldentifal friend 
that'h^ deserved^ ta have been 'made A 
general for hia expioits, and wouM ^iii^ 
doubtedly have attdxied that* rank^ bai} 
it not A>e6n for his want of trients -attd 
education ; but he ventored such ;rat 
marks with great ^caution^ and never uh^ 
til after dinner. 

It will be readily imagined, that M#. 
George liee^junior^ was an apt pupiMfl 
the school of so meritorious a parent t 
the heir of a large estate, he early lesirtt^ 
ed that he lived only to enjoy it, and to 
spend it like a gentleman. The descea^ 
dant of a revolutionary hero, he fdt it 
incumbent on him to support the digv 
nity of his family. Accustomed, to see 
his father's table loaded with a profusion 
of the bounties of nature, and surround^ 
ed by crowds of welcome guests, hospit^ 
ality became, in his eyes, the chief of the 
cardinal virtiies« His father, doting upcn 

the 



tlit/tKKitt^u) boy» .wiK> iwAi^id to bt 
Ibt eiia<^« itmg^ of ^hiflMdf, . cbmed' him 

tifw^)9^lmh be waatiiow a rflgabr'jat*^ 
I»[id9iijl« Before he< i was .twelve' ^jraan 
jQU^ttlib!piiedooa:y<i!»tbcoulil fidlofw die 
bounda ^ ati full apeed tbraugb the woodsy 
i^h.k\mJd^sXmiy' <jf i^ qpraetised fcx*^ 
iMiOter.; fit fomtfiei^l. he-was adneinbiet 
ofrafisbiA^^liibf ted art exQeIleft&^4s^ 
afifiO0kery(end jasod^ii^; aiid iit^teenv 
wheD' M% wort by progeniitor, was gather^ 
^ tofiiis fatb^^s, the accoaipUd^ bete 
tbokhi8L{>laeeiin society, qualiiSedim all 
iSfl^eots to fill the void oceasioiied by 
this melancholy event. 
• To be brief-*— GeorgeLee was:^ good 
feUow, atI»Hx>ughsportem»n> and a;most 
hiM^taUe iiian. His pocse, his horses,^ 
and bis wine, : were always afr the servioe 
ctf iilsvfnend&i. T/m .good^iomoiiral to 

£ 2 make 
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make an enemy, too generous to envy 
others, and too feeble of intellect to lay 
any plan beyond the enjoyment of the 
present moment, he had no desires whteb 
extended farther than the next meal, nor 
any anxieties which a bumper of ma- 
deira could not dispel. His mother bad 
long since abandoned the hopeless task 
of training his mind to any serious pur-^ 
suit, or any solid excellence, because it 
was impossible to cultivate that whichdid^ 
not exist. But he had affections, wbidi 
were easily moulded, and through these 
she obtained all that in such a ease waa 
practicable— -the entire management of 
his estate, and the accomplishment of 
any temporary purpose on whkh she 
set her heart. 

It was in consequence of a plan e^ly 
matured by this politic lady, that George 
Lee attached himself to Virginia Pot* 
dleton. The latter was an orphan, the 
niece, not of major Hey ward, but of his 

wife. 
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m wife. She was adopted by them in hef 

If in&ncy» and as they had no children of 

A their own, became the idol of their 

lie! hearts, and the acknowledged heiress <^ 

ntf major Heyward's fortune. When Mrs, 

D> Hey ward died, Virginia was quite ypung, 

d aod Mrs« Lee supplied, to some extent, 

si the place of a mother to the orphan girl^ 

'''> ^ giving her advice from time to time, 

it and directing her inquisitive mind to 

i proper studies, and correct sources pf 

I, information; and often did she wi$li 

flat she had found in her son a pupil of 

eqiial docility and intelligence. It there< 

fiare very naturally occurred to her, that 

if George was deficient in intellect, it 

was the more necessary that he should 

Jiave a highly-gifted wife, who could 

mfflQage his afiairs, and by her talents 

md personal charms, acquire a decided 

influence over himself For this ofBcef 

Virginia was eminently qualified; and 

to this important station, Mrs. Lee h^ 

E 3 the 



^itdhbod; ¥hef ^emtbtotir)! tc^i^betf 

dPeo^^Was U^ed bcft^^n ^^lem, Mil 
^]^p Ihtencourse^w^ that of lH^h€4' «id 
lim^i ¥}rgtdia, grat^iil ^ th^ Mtid^ 
ness' of Mrs. Lee, the^lU ^viilue of wiMge 
fHenA»hip she had the ^ discernment d> 
stBe, and the sensibility tofeeI» bebstlW 
iihcefely srttaohed to 6eorge^-4>cit Witfe 
dkn #Se<itton predse)y similar to '^M 
wtii^h «he felt for his mother and tiH^ 
Befward. They ^tdod ^to >her In *«J 
plaee ^ relalives. And 'Sutrfa ateo ^iwtwi 
fikie feelings of 'George Lee, tinttt^h^ iwi 
lieariy grown to ^manhood, whentln^jti- 
iieious bints ctf bts mother, p^ointing i6iM 
the eminent fitU*actions' of /Virginia, dte 
suitableness of ^tbeir ages, tastes, AHA 
tempei«, and tbe<;ontiguJty of their^W^ 
tdtes, opened his eyes to a new ideif^ 
wbioh^ ^onoe indulged, remaivied 4br ev«f 
implanted in bis heart Not thM^h^i 

for 



fcHra momerit, etitered into the spirit of 
lriS'motber*s eddulating policy; he was 
t<M> careless of wealth, too improvident, 
laid too generous, to form a sordid wish; 
bat wh^i the possibility of a marriage 
wHh Vii^inia was suggested to his fan- 
^g her own matchless charms warmed 
in his heart a love as fervent as it was 
#uf»tereated. 

-^^ * Virginia discovered this passion, in the 
altered manners of her yoiihg friend, 
Wit^ unaffected regret, and with a de* 
larmiiiation to discourage it by every 
iMeahs-in her power. She continued to 
tieat him with the same kindness and 
Of^ii&ience which had always characte^^ 
ised their intercourse ; while she endea- 
voured to withdraw herself fr(Hn his so* 
dety, as much as was practicable, witb* 
^ut exciting observation. With Mrs« 
lite sbe was more explicit ; and when 
that lady, at first to feel her way, aqd 
afterwards to advance a project which 

£ 4 seemed 
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seemed feasible, threw oat repeated hints^ 
which at length became so broad as not 
to be misunderstood, she replied to them 
with a frankness^ an earnestness, and a 
spirit^ which convinced the female poli-> 
tician that she understood, deplored»and 
disrelished, the whole plan. 

But Mr. Lee was not so easily re- 
pulsed: he was not sufficiently keen* 
sighted to discover the bearing of a gen- 
tle bint ; nor were his sensibilities deli- 
cate enough to be wounded by a slight 
repulse. He remained true to his first 
love, following the idol of his affections 
into every company, besieging her at 
home, and urging his suit with pressing 
importunity, whenever a favourable 
opportunity— or an unfavourable one* 
for he was not very particular — occur- 
red. More than once was his suit kindly 
and respectfully, but decidedly, rejected. 
After a repulse, George betook himself 
to his horses, his dogs, his gun, and )iis 

wine. 
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wine» with unwonted assiduity. No 
one discovered any evidence of despair 
in his voice or look; his laugh was as 
loud as ever, and his song as joyous— - 
but the number of foxes that he took, 
and the bottles that he cracked, after 
each refusal, was marvellous. A few 
weeks^ or at most a few months, 
brought him back to Virginia's feet 
Such was the state of affairs at the pe- 
riod which we have chosen for the com- 
mtencement of this history. 
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£r waiiiiniet when maJM H<eyward«iA 
his party re&di^ hdiiie. Kever hud 
Feimimor^ passed so delightful a day^ 
The hospitality and politeness Of his ent 
tertainment had taught him to forget 
that he was a stranger. Their free and 
joyous hilarity had excited his feelings, 
and given a fresh impulse to his heart* 
EQs conversational powers were naturally 
fine, and were rendered peculiarly agree* 
able, by a simplicity and frankness pe- 
culiar to himself; but under the influ- 
ence of a high flow of spirits, his man-^ 
ner acquired a more than ordinary vivap 
city, his language became copious and 

brilliant, 



brilliant^ abd the rich stores of his mind 
began td exhibit their exuberance. Two 
hours passed Hftpidly away ; the parties, 
pleased with tech dth^sr, conversed witii 
tfalit fr^dom whioh is the result of per- 
fect ^^fifldence; and' with a degree of 
wit and uriimation, which showed how 
highly they all enjoyed the intellec^al 
wpiist^ It was one of those Imppy mo* 
tWIiitS' whiidh seldom occur, when per- 
sMtlS ]^eased with each other, and sorw. 
rounded by propitious ciroumstances, are 
hlfipy without eSbrt, and agreeable 
wdrthodt design. 

JMLajoi- Hey ward M^as in the habit df 
retirihg ^arly to be4 and wh^i his ser- 
iptht app(earei$tiiiL attend him to his chant- 
b^^ Mr; Fennilndre desired an audience 
rf«t^'fte# minutes with so much earnest- 
MB^;>tbai he was-inrited to accompany 
thd^wofthy old man to his sleeping* 
af»li¥tiilenti Here they remained some 
time engaged in business, and then all 
the^ parties separated for the night 

E 6 Mr. 
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Mr. FenniaiQre, finding tiiat it was 
still early^ sat dawn to write a letttf to 
his friend Charles Wallace^ a young atr 
torney in Philadelphia, in which the 
events of the day were alluded to^ and 
certain characters described, in language 
which, the reader may well suppcse^ was 
quite as 'sentimental as the occasion re- 
quired. We shall not copy this epistle, 
but will content ourselves with treating 
the reader. to one or two of the condu^ 
ding paragraphs. 

" — So much for Virginia Pendle* 
ton, the belle of the Blue Mountainls^ 
the fairest and brightest vision thdt has 
ever warmed by fancy ! How faint iin«- 
til now were all my conceptions of fe-^ 
male loveliness ! How little did I dream 
of that concentration of attractions, 
that intensity of excellence, that com- 
bination of charms, which I have now 
witnessed ! How many excellent qua- 
lities have I this day seen combined in 

the 



tke chafacter of this extmordiiiary fe^ 
male^exquisite beauty, superior intelli* 
genoe, elegant wit^ and the utmost 
sweetness of disposition ! Of the other 
attributes of her mind and heart I am 
igpomnt ; but with respect to those that 
1. have enumerated, I eannot be mis* 
taken." 

il£ the reader will pardon us for the 
kiterruption, we suggest that the last 
airerment savours of what the lawyers 
call surplusage. It is certainly an un- 
necessary averment; for bow could a 
young gentleman be mistaken in such 
fdain matters? We admire the argu- 
ment of a love-letter, or of any letter 
treating of the mysteries of this all»per- 
vading passion. Let us proeeed : — 

** You will, no doubt, now take it 
into your wise head that I am in love, or 
at least that I am rapidly imbibing the 
deligbtful, the dangerous poison. Liet me 
assure you seriously, that nothing is far- 
ther 



ther ftom my hitentiotis. I' htf¥e li* 
ready wooed a tnistress, imdtt ^hMe 
banner I am enlist^. Plighted- ifti^ 
the tervice of my country, wttb the 
pkth of fame bright befdre me^ I may* 
not linger in the bowers of pletastoreL 
Even Miss Pendleton has no dhardas^ 
when weighed in the balance a^art^ 
my duty. But why should I speak - of 
Her? I9 a pennyless man, unknown to^ 
ftime^*^ needy soldier, depending ot^ 
my sword, with ati aged mother to sup^ 
port? And she^ ' the observed of all 
observers/ the darling of her friends^ 
the heiress of sL noble fortune! It k 
painful to refleet on the disparity be- 
tween us, yet dangei'ous to think of bst 
in any other lighti ♦ * * * 

*' iro-mcritow- morning I must bid 
adieu to Walnut-Hill, to Miss Pendle-^ 
tdn, and to the generous-hearted mdjor* 
Hey ward. When I left Philadelphia, 
to rejoin the army now encftmped in- 

the 



fiie imiMMtiefls bcndering on the Ohk^ 
I%B9intrtt8ted with dispatdiM fyfgpk 
iuiml Wttyne. At tny earnest reqaettt;* 
I %aii permitted te take this plaee in 
my ¥oute» and to bait <yne dajr^ to tiU 
teftd to tny own personal affiiirs^ but waft 
ddttieiilished at tiie same tirae» that a^ 
the letters committed to my cai^ were 
itaipttttant^ My further delay would not 
Ite iiHowed» I have ther^m no chdoe; 
Md perhaps it is well for me that I bavii 
inotie. Virginia Pendleton is tlot a botn^ 
i^Ml Wdnlan ; sind it would be madttlM 
fi^taie to remain within the magid drete 
af heir attracttion^;** 

At the y^ moment- that Mr. Fenni^ 
eOM^ was inditing these amorous atid 
het^ sentihients. Miss Pttidletoh wtts 
s^iit^ at her writiHgidesk^ pennlflg a 
note to haf bdsotn friend, Mn. Mounts 
fb|id) a ydtitig lady receiitly married. 
The id6to of the^ fkir Writer ran ofip iti 
fheiUlc»Wiilgtir«ifi:-^ 

'<Iam 
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, " I, am spxry, my d^ar ;Cai:oUn#, that 
you were not with us to-day — we had 
such a delightful party ! You cannot 
think how much I regretted your ab-* 
sence, nor how much you lost by it. 
The weather was very . agreeable, and 
the scenery of the river-shore, and the 
mountains, was never mor^ beautiful 
than at this moment. The arrangements 
were charming. I think I never saw a 
barbecue pass off so happily. There 
was no shower, nor any disastrous. acci-i 
dent — except the upsetting of a canoe, 
by which nobody was hurt. Mrs. Lee 
superintended the preparation of the 
dinner, with her usual taste. General 
Armour . had a new story for the occa- 
sion ; the Peytons had new bonnets, and 
we had a new beau. The latter made 
quite a sensation among the girls, and I 
have no doubt I shall have a dozen 
morning visiters to-morrow—for he is 
staying with us. Can you guess who it 

is? 
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is ? If you cannot» you must remain 
in the dark, for I can give you little as* 
sistance. He is a young officer, just 
dropped into our neighbourhood, from 
the moon, or from the frontier, or from 
some other parts unknown. He is at 
our house, so that I have the honour of 
entertaining him ; he is not at all hand- 
some, though I think him clever. 

^* I shall not be able, dear Caroline, to 
spend to-morrow evening with you, as 
I proposed, for my uncle cannot accom*' 
pany me, and you know I am unwilling 
to leave him alone. Mr. Fennimore, 
our guest, will remain, I suppose, some 
days with us, and although his visit is 
entirely to my uncle, and on business, I 
must, as in duty bound, make my ap- 
pearance as lady of the mansion, and do 
the honours, to the best of my poor 
ability. Mr. Fennimore has travelled a 
good deal, and is quite intelligent; I 
think you would be pleased with him. 

"Do 



ft K:4&iiirD(HC]r4 

: «<;X>0 dottle and: dine- i^fa me to*mcMN 
tmr^i^yovk BikA • Mr* B ■ k If yam jaxB 
ifM d^tef^tnined ^n tarkiog that dreadfiil 
|£y&mey over 4:he ' mountains, It only: be 
iisefal to you to see Mr.* FenninioMi 
#ho is just from that country, and can 
tell you all about it. He is remarJ&aUyr 
agreeable in conversation ; I am "^^ 
Mire you will Hke him^" 
^ Harving sealed .this note, Virginia re^* 
tiired to i*epose» and was soon wrapped 
in ttot Calm forgetfulness which attends 
tli^idlifiiibeps of tbe^young and innooent^ 
About 'midnight she was awakened by 
the terHfic cry of **firer Springing 
to the fioor^ she hastily threw a clodk 
around her, and rushed to the >cbaml3er« 
door ; but as she opened it, a thick vch 
lame of smoke burst In, and ^he beheld 
with afiHght a sheet of fkme enveloping 
the whole staircase. Retreat in that 
direction was impossible. She had the 
presence of mind to dose the door, and 

recollecting 



itMoikotiiigJtInit tihewof of « yiuam'im- 

im4^' ilridey h» 'window/ diejditaiw 

fioined ^^o iBake riser ^escape r Ast iwaiff 

Bat he^ian ob}QCt iqet Jker^view^ mora 

tMinfie than die devonririg element : ^9 

dfDubtors: and diead of a man of ommI 

bidecMia.iaf^pearanee, oceapitd the \dn* 

doair to whicdi she was apprbaching* 

V%e face was iarger than cdmihoiir «id» 

te>*tor 'excnted imagination^ seeiiied of 

Aiiperbaniui ^menaons. The eaaU 

fteion was :t«ngttine» and its redness 

beigfatened^by the glare of the fire; the 

featum were hardH and salvage ; , a jtanatt 

aC seroml weeks' growth covered the 

kmer p^rt of the fiice, while die imoo^ 

v^ed head displayed an immense mass 

of tangled coarse red hfdr« The maUg-! 

Mnt/eye tlmt srowled upon her, was 

full of savage ferocity ; and a demoniae 

tfiigh^ which distended the month of 

tins human monster, conveyed to tba 

tflbsgbted ^1 a sensation of homwi 

such 
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such 9S sh^ had never before experienoed. 
A) single glance told her that the appo*^ 
rition was not imaginary^ that the form 
was that of a stranger, and that the pur- 
pose, of his visit was sinister. But Vir- 
ginia was of an heroic mould ; she neu 
ther screamed nor fainted, but summon^ 
ing till her resolution, turned towards ^ 
window in the opposite direction, and 
was retreating, when Fennimore entered 
the chamber, having clambered up the 
blazing staircase at the risk of his life. 

" Fly, fly, Miss Pendleton !" he ex* 
claimed, as he caught her hands, attd 
drew her towards the same window at 
which she had seen the object of her 
terror. 

" Oh, not there ! not there !*' she oried^^ 
" stop, for mercy's sake, we shall all be 
murdered !" 

Fennimore, attributing her incohe* 
rent expressions to an excess of terrcM* 
caused by the fire, delayed not, but 

catching 
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CAtdiing her up in his arms, proceeded 
tpwards the window. Virginia uttared 
a piercing shriek, and straggled to re# 
lease herself. 

'* Pardon me," said Fennimore^— '' ex* 
cuse my rudeness/' as he threw up the 
window^ and passed through it with his 
lovely burthen. In a moment he stood 
on the roof of the piazza. 

** See there !" screamed Virginia, as 
b^ eye caught a glimpse of the figure 
of a man stealing behind a distant cbim-- 
ney. ** Oh fly, Mr. Fennimore ! hasten 
from this dreadful spot." 

Fennimore involuntarily turned hb 
head in the direction indicated, and saw 
a man leaning against the chimney ; he 
looked again, and the figure had disap- 
peared. 

The servants, who were filled with 
ccmstemation, and crowded round the 
blazing {^e, running to and fro without 
order, or definite purpose, now bebekl 

them 



Ato#:aiid Jiffirtm&d Ao Ibesr asmtnoa 
One ;0f r the ' stoatest ; iiegro»^ moiintifl^ 
on ft ;tahle under i the .eares of r tb^ Imt 
roof, was enabled to receive imrymxag 
nmtre»'tnvhis:.dtiiifi, whik F.0nmtDoie 
loipedi nraiiaijjr io the gnmiui . 

Nb sooner wafc Vii^guiiai in wfie^ 
tfaan.jsb^ looked: ipund foi^ hen untie,} md 
not perceiving ymdn the crowd that 
fNiesaed: round, to ' ooogr&tuhte Jhar on 
hec; escape, eagerly inquired for hiat 
The negroes^ habitually indal«it, tioud} 
and thougfatleas, stood gassing in temur 
on the conflagrationi without thinking 
oUf the- pQSsHnlity of extingaiabffi^ the 
fiames^. oi!i)f rescuing either life or pea* 
perty,; but they loved thdr .master^* and 
when: hia name was mentionedt made; a 
general movement towards his aparftf 
ment. In. a moment thie voice of Fen- 
mmoK.waa heaid^; like that of one:ao« 
ousUmied to caaunand» leadi^ andcdie* 
reetibg them. The. passive Uaoks, ua^ 

to 



to impiMeit obediciioe^ MldwiM' him witil 

alacnt|t;; but it was; all in vain. Hkg 

fieei seemed to have inginaled m majw 

th&ywBxdts chaial)er» -md the flamei 

wei^fboistingfimaevieiy. window. Fen* 

nimore buat open a. door and rash^ in» 

faiit' neas Apeedilj driiviM out by a yo»> 

inme.: of smoke and flame^^--'* FoUoif 

m^" he exclaimed impatiently to t the 

Uadka.; *' rush iot and save your mas* 

ter !" «nd ;again he entered the apart^ 

ment with i some of the most intrepid of 

die: oegroes. Their eBSarts were herauf 

lean« Several times th^ had nioarly 

Modied the bed, and as: often were 

driTeB .back: by . the. flames ; and the -nef* 

gnaes at last returned^ dsaggiag out Miv 

Feiiiiimore, who was struok down by a 

fidliQg rafter. Exposure ti> tlie oool air 

revived him instantly » and he returned 

with»desperake coimige to the room^ ex^ 

efoimiag«49f^ Follow me J ih there> !&» 

mgr.facave boysi"^ Itwas afiirkrn hof^ 

but 
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but the effort was gigantic The 
groes, attached to their master, .aod exr 
cited by the heroic bearing of thair 
young leader, now worked as if in their 
native element. ^ The side of the houa^ 
which was of frame, was torn away, and 
in a few minutes the lifeless body of 
major Hey ward was dragged out of tbs 
ruins. . . 

By thiis time the whole pile ,was m 
flames. There was no longer any occa«- 
sion for exertions, except in removing 
the furniture from some of the apart- 
ments. The neighbours, who began to 
arrive, and the domestics, stood round 
in silence. Virginia hung, in mute ago- 
ny, over the body of major Hey ward, 
who had been to her more than a father. 
Nor was she alone in her sorrow. 
Though none of those around her were 
possessed of sensibilities as keen as her 
own, or had the same personal cause for 
grief, ye^ the respect and affection en- 
tertained 
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tertained by all for the worthy old man, 
and the awful manner of his death, cau- 
sed universal sorrow. At length the 
flames ^gan to sink ; Virginia was torn 
almost by force from the spot, and car- 
ried to the house of her friend, Mrs. 
Mountford; the neighbours dispersed — 
darkness and silence settled over the 
spot, and a heap of smoking ruins oc^ 
copied the place which was so lately the 
geat of hospitality and cheerfulness. 
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CHAP. VI. 



The whole neighbourhood assembled 
at the funeral of major Hey ward ; and 
it was a melancholy sight to behold IJhe 
same individuals, who but two days be- 
fore had mingled together on a festive 
occasion, now collected to pay the last 
sad duties to one of the most conspicu- 
ous of the number. The feelings ex- 
cited by this rejflection were rendered 
the more vivid, by the awful nature of 
the catastrophe which had occurred; 
and as the sad procession moved silently 
away to the family burial-place, an un- 
interrupted silence pervaded the com- 
pany. The deceased had been univer- 

»lly 
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finUy loved and re$pected. His age!» hi9 
wealth, and hi$ standing in society, bad 
l^ven him an influence over those ar 
round hiqa, which had been honestly 
and kindly exercised ; and although h# 
beld no official station, it was felt that 
hia decease was a public loss. Another 
must inherit his wealth, and sway its 
iipjl&ii^nae; but would his conciliatory 
,^irit dcwend to lus heirp and his vir* 
Sui^ be prwtised by the inheritor of hi^ 
4at9te? Such were the mingled aenjsa* 
4io9is of those who fdlowed the remains 
of this ejccellent man to their h9X earthly 
receptacle. 

S^ut that intensity of feeling, which, 
an the occurrence of an unexpected and 
Sitrikingly melancholy event, absorbs, 
(^ a while, all other subjects, and em- 
ploys every faculty of the mind, is of 
b^iff continuance. The practice obser- 
ved at military funerals, of marqhing to 
Ibe gi^ve with aolemn mmio, and re* 

F 2 turning 
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turning from it with cheerful inspiring 
notes, is natural, and beautifully ex- 
pressive of human character; for it is 
thus that the heart of man throws <iff 
the burthen of sorrow, and thou>^ 
bowed low for the moment, regains its 
cheerfulness, as the flower, weiglMi 
down by the morning dew, erects itself 
as the sun exhales the incumbent mois* 
ture. As the mourners retired from 
the grave, the silence which had pre* 
vailed among them began to be broken^* 
and curiosity, which had heretofore 
been suppressed by grief and astonish^ 
ment, became audible. A thousand 
surmises and reports, touching the fatal 
accident, were repeated and canvass^i 
Every one had his own version of tbd 
catastrophe, and its attendant dnmin^ 
stances. i 

" Have you heard the particulars ?^ 
inquired an old lady, in a tremuloM 
tone, and convejring the remainder of 
:. the 
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tke inquiry by a tnystaious shake of 
t)i#he&d. 

The person addressed applied heir 
band kerchief to her eyes, and only eja» 
cmlated the words—'' Too shocking !" 
.. '* One hardly knows what to believe; 
fjbere are so many stories,'* said an c4d 
tliwid. 

^ I am told," said a gentleman, ** that 
oiir lament^ friend has lately been in 
|he habit of reading in bed; and it is 
supposed, that, having received Some 
Icrttens, which hd had not had time to 
c&aroinef sooner, he had caused a light 

to-be placed by his bedside ** 

; '' AH a mistake," cried colonel Ant* 
kM*; '* no man of sense ever went to bed 
to read letters; my worthy friend rose 
at daybreak, and retired early to his 
pillow for repose." 

'' He was a man of plethoric habit," 
siod a consumptive gentleman, who now 
intruded his ghostly form between the 

F 3 last 
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last two speakers; ** very plethoric ; dnd 
you know, gentlemen, that such per- 
sons hold their lives by a very uncertain 
tenure. Your full-fed, lusty, corpulent 
men, are short-lived at best, and sub- 
ject to very sudden attacks. There is 
very little doubt that this was a case of 
apoplexy, and that, in his struggles, A 
candle, that happened to be within 

teach, was thrown over ** 

** That is all surmise,'* said anoth^^ 
speaker. 

" Mere surmise," rejoined yet another; 
^ the truth seems to be, that when ma- 
jor Hey ward was last seen by his ser- 
vants^ be was sitting at a table, covered 
with papers, in his arm-chair, with his 

spectacles on " 

^* I am sure that you must be misin- 
formed," cried a lady ; •* for Mrs. Lee, 
who is very intimate with the family, 
assured me that he had gone to bed fully 
two hours before the alarm took place^'* 

*' I spoke 



KENTUCKY. lOS 

^ I spoke to the major^s body-servant 
this morning/' said colonel Antler. 

•* Oh, did you ?" 

•* Then you know all about it?" 

" Major Heyward, and Mr. Fenni^ 
more, the young gentleman who was on 
a visit there, had some private business, 
apd retired to the major's chamber after 
tea- 
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** There P' cried a lady, " that is just 
what I heard. The business was of a 
very mysterious character-^ was it not, 
colonel ?" 

** I cannot say as to that." 

/' But did you not hear that both the 
gentlemen became very much irritated, 
and got to such high words, that Vii^ 
ginia Pendleton, becoming very much 
alarmed, rushed into the room, just as 
major Heyward ordered the young, man 
to leave his house instantly.'' 

^^ No, madam, I did not hear that ; 
and I am very certain that major Hey- 

F 4 . ward 
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ward never ordered a stranger to lettire 
his house in the night.'* 

" But, my dear sir, if he suspected the 
stranger of a design to rob and murder 

: '' That indeed would alter the case.'* 

** Well, I assure you, sir, I had it 
from a lady, who heard it from a parti- 
cular friend of the Walnut Hill family, 
that when this Mr. Fennimore arrived, 
major Hey ward received him with great 
coldness, and was very unwilling to ^per- 
mit him to stay all night.** 

'' Yet he introduced him to us the 
next day as his friend.** 

^* That was very singular,** said the 
c^d maid. 

^ An act of wonderful imprudence in 
eur benevolent friend who is gone,** said 
the consumptive gentleman. 

" It is quite mysterious, I declare,*^ 
continued the lady ; ** but I am sure I 
cannot be mistaken — ^major Heyward 

and 



abdiMlfis PeiMSkton w«e sitting At tM« 
in the front piazza» when tbe stranger 
Tf^^ Hf^* Is yoiir name Hey ward?' 
mid, be.-r^' That is my name/ said the 
major. — ' I have some business with 
you/ said the Granger.— * We will talk 
of jbusiness when I have nothing else to 
dA> You must call again/ replied the 



♦» 



/* I heard it a little diflferently/' intet* 
r^ted another lady ; '' major Hey ward 
was .walking on the lawn, and Miss 
Pendleton was sitting in the ptaaasa^ 
t^iUcing with George Lee (you know 
they are to be married soon), when the 
s^eniger rode up» and inquired where 
major Hey ward lived ? The dd geo- 
tleinan replied — ' That is l^e house, and 
l:am the man*' — On which the stranger, 
remarked — ' Not a. badJooking houses 
and. quite a plieasant landlord ; I believe 
ril stay all night" 

./'.The impudent rascal T exckimed 
ttiQ. consumptive gentleman. 

P 5 "He 
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' '^ He hM a forward lobk^*' rei^ondbd 
tiie old maid. > 

'* I am sure you are mistaken," said 
one of the former speakers, '* for Mr. Lev 
does not go there now : there is quit($ a; 
serious coolness between the fiimilies.'' ^ 

*' Dear me, cousin ! I'm sure you are 
^together wrong there ; if you bad seen 
them at the barbecue, you would not 
have said that Virginia refused to 
dance with any one else ; she refused tie^ 
▼eral others, but danced with him a» 
Mon as he asked her/' 

^ Straws show how the wind blowa.** 

'* I believe you are right there; thesv 
has always been a strong attediment be- 
tween them.'' 

** Say rather a powerful attmctiMi be* 
tween Walnut Hill and Locust Grower 
The estates are large, and we all know 
what an excellent manager Mrs. Lee 



is.** 



^ Did you not hear it surmised, that 

major 



major fitejward bu latterljr enCerttf hed 
different views for Virginia, and ttut^ 
Mr. Fennifziore is the son of a wealthy 
merchant in Philadelphia, and catne by 
expresa invitatioD to see Miss Pendle- 
ton r 

•* La, nor 

^ Yes, indeed, it is more than sus- 
perted.** 
' •* Well, who would have thought 

". Then it was to marry Miss Pendle* 
ton, and not to murder and rob the fa* 
mily, that this yating gentleman came?" 
said colonel Antler. 

^ Oh, I had forgotten that I an 
sure that this Fennimore is nothing 
more nor l^s than ah ineendiafy ; for I 
am told that Virginia, who was iki ar 
high fev^, and de&rious all the neM 
day, cmitinually exehimed' — * Take 
away that dreadful man! protect me 
from that horrid wretch ! He has inuf- 

p 6 dered 



4ered my imde! he would detttoyv^ 
all !' and similar expresBions." 

*' Very strange that; she certainly 
mast know something." 

^* The evidence of a young lady^ in^a. 
state of delirium, is quite conduatve/' 
remarked colonel Antler, drily. 

** It; is certainly a curious fact," saki 
one of the gentlemen, " that this Mr. 
Fennimore has entirely disappewed 
since the fire, and that no one can give 
any account of him." 
. Colenel Antler seemed puzzled, while 
the rest of the company united in c€n-> 
sidering this circumstance as one of a 
lOqst suspicious character. 

** The young man is a stranger to me,'* 
said the colonel ; ** he may be a terrible 
fellow, for any thing I know ; but, at the; 
same time, I don't believe a word of it; 
He looks like a gentleman, and no one 
ever heard of a gentleman committing 



anon." 



€€ 



Then 



• ** nmfi you do not hctteve. tbdl be 
fired the house purpoiely ?** ^ 

i^Believ^ it ! no : why shoidd. I be^ 
lieve it ? what object could the youag^ 
man btve f"* 

^ His purpose, undoubtedly, was • to 
run off with Virginia. Incendiaries of- 
ten set fire to houses, in order to plun- 
der them during the confusion. Tbey 
sigry that as soon as the alarm was given; 
be rushed into Virginia's apartment^ 
caught her in his arms, and although 
she screamed dreadfully, attempted to 
eavry her c^.'* 
. ^ And what prevented him ?" 

^ They say he forced her through a 
window, and succeeded in reaching the 
roof of the piazza, where one of his oon-^' 
federates was waiting to assist him ii^ 
hh viilanous design, when the screams 
of Virginia drew the negroes to her re* 
lief^ and they rescued her.'' 

** Poor Virginia ! screaming bloody 
/ J . murder 
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murder all 1^ while^" tcmtimied the. 
consumptive gentlenaaii. 

•* Poor Virginia l*^ eehoed all tbe la- 



** I am told, colonel Antler, that nt3^ 
will can be found.^' 

** All exertions to diiscover any tmoe 
of a will, have, unhappily, been fruitless* 
Every gentleman who has been on such 
temia c£ intimacy with major Hey wani^ 
as to render it likely that a document of* 
that kind might have been deposited 
with him, has been applied to in vain* 

Mr. R 9 who has been his legal ad* 

viser for many . years, declares^ that a^ 
will was executed long since, which he 
is sure remained in the possession of 
our lamented friend, but declines giving 
any information as to the contents.^ 

** Then Miss Pendleton will not be a 
gvtat fortune, after all." 

*• Oh dear, what a pity T 

*^ &ich a belle as she was !"* exdaimed 

one 
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one of the old nudds; ^ I wonder if ibe 
will be as mudi admtced bow." 

** Tayr odujud Vii^nia !" 

" Dear Virginia ! how I feel for her ! 
Bat you know, cc^onei, she had no right 
to expect any thing else. She is not re* 
lated to the Hey wards, and there are a 
namb^ of heirs at law/' 

: ** She h€td a right, madam T replied 
Qidonel Antler, warmly ; '* if not related 
to major Hey ward, she is niece to the 
lite Mrs. Hey ward, and their adopted 
daughter. Major Heyward's intention 
of leaving his whole fortune to her, has 
been declared so frequently, and is so 
well understood, that no man of honour 
will dispute her claim.** 

^ There will be claimants, I suppose, 
nevertheless." 

Then they ought all to be ** 
Speak lower, colonel ; there are some 
of them within hearing.** 

'* I care not who hears me. The girl 

was 
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was raised under Hey ward's roof, and is 
entitled to the estate; and no true son 
of the Old Dominion would take it from 
her,'' 

The conversation was here interrupted 
by the approach of Mrs. Lee's carriage, 
containing that lady and the unhappy 
Virginia. As the beautiful mourner 
passed slowly along, a c<xnmon feeling 
of sympathy for the sudden and melao^ 
choly stroke of fortune, which had in a 
single moment blighted her . brilliant 1 
prospects, and reduced her to sorrow and 
dependence, pervaded the whole party « 
and dropping off, one by one, they, re* 
paired silently to their respective dweU^ 
ings. . .. 



CHAP. 
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CHAR VII. 



On the following morning, at an early 
hour, Mrs. Lee visited the distressed 
Virginia, who was now more composed ; 
and the worthy lady successfully exerted 
ber talents in endeavouring to calm the 
mind, and fortify the courage, of her 
young friend. Although artful and po-' 
litic, she was really a benevolent woman, 
in all cases where the interests o£ others 
did not interfere with her own; and 
being sincerely attached to Virginia, she 
oow devoted herself assiduously to the 
task of administering comfort to the 
mourner. Her common sense, her prac«« 
ticfU business habita, and that delicate 

perception 
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perception of propriety in matters of 
feeling, which all women possess in a 
greater or less degree, enabled her to do 
thb with much e£fect ; and after lead- 
ing Miss Pendleton into the garden, 
where they could converse without in- 
terruption, she began to speak in a kind 
and rational manner of that young lady's 
prospects, and carefully avoiding those 
topics which would be merely calculated 
to awaken sensibility, soon engaged her 
in earnest consultation* Virginia aie* 
knowledged that major Heyward had 
more than once assured her, that, on his 
deaths she would inherit his estate, but 
he had never mentioned his will in her 
presence, nor did slie know whether he 
had ever executed such an instrument 

''On that subjecti" said Mrs. Lee, 
*^ my own information is more accurate* 
Knowing the determination of my ex- 
eeUent friend to make you the sole 
hdiess of bis property, I repeatedly hint' 

ed 
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ed td^ htm the necessity of mehing a 
will, and the propriety of perlbrmiiig 
this duty without delay, and in the most 
careful manner. He afterwards i 
ed me that it was duly executed, 
have no doubt, my dear Virginia, that 
my evidence, with that of the gentleman 
who wrote the will, and of the witnessti 
to its execution, will restore you to your 
rights.'' 

^ Do not speak of that,** replied Vir- 
ginia, firmly ; ** owing every thing, as I 
dd, to the benevolence of my uncle, I 
should be most ungrateful, to appear in 
a court of justice, engaged in a contest 
with his legal heirs." 

•* My dear Virginia, how often Iwve 
I reminded you, that feeling is a deceit-i 
fut guide in the serious concerns of life ! 
You are no longer a young girl, protect* 
ed by a fond guardian, and sporting in 
the beams of affluence without any 
ot^er care than ttiat of imparting to 

others 



othen a share o£ the happineafll wU^ 
^ofi enjoyed yourself* Yoa a» now: -m 
wonan, yoar own mistims, having tia* 
ties to perform, and rights to assert ; m^ 
you cannot, my dear, testify ycmr le- 
speet for the memory of ma^r Heywaisd 
more suitably, than by inmsting upon 
the exact execution of his own views in 
zdaticx) to his estate. Besides, ane your 
aware who your opponents would be??d 
. 'f Indeed, I do not know exactly-— my^ 
unde had no v^y near relations." nji 
*' He had not, but a great many who 
aise very distant ; and the embers vfili 
hardly be cold on his ruined hearthatonci 
before a number of claimants will be 
fiercely engaged in litigation fcnr diis 
noble estate.^ 

. Virginia melted to tears. Contend* 
ing emotions of pride, and affisction for 
the dead, swelled her heart A number 
of affecting associations arose in h&t me* 
aK>ry; and the thought that the spot 

which 



xsntuoky; IIT 

#M;^ bad ao long been the abode :of 
peaee, bappineas, and hospitaiity, was 
about to become the soene of bitter :com 
tstttion^ filled her mind with aorrow.-i*«p 
*^ Dear Mr& Ijee !" she exckimed, ^ I 
diall never be a party to so disgracefiil a 
eontdst* Oh, no ! never, never I'' 

:««.I venerate your affifiction .for the 
nuamory of major Hey ward,'* replied her 
friend, calmty ; ^ it is naturHl, and per- 
fiMly right. Bnt, my dear, what ofaU^ 
gations do you owe to his rcktions ?** 
od»,None, particularly. They have al« 
Wfl^s treated me with respect imd cor* 
«dky.^ 

-*''£xcept in a few instances," urged 
tto:tM3iitic Mrs. Lee, in an insinuating 
manner. ** Openly they could not do 
othiQfiwise, fc^ the very stones would 
haveeried out, at the slightest indvility 
torrtfaet . dear giii that we all loved and 
admired so much. Besides, you wen 
thr^esiimptive heiiwss of a fine estate, 

*5i^ and, 
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and, as mittress of your uneleTa siamiriii, 
dispensed its hoapitalities. But you fer^ 
get that you have sometimes been chmg" 
ed with holding your head higher than 
became you, and with having used some 
address in procuring the execution of 
this very will. Even I have been a<s 
cused of interested motives, in my exer- 
tions on your belialf." 

Virginia turned pale with emotion, 
and that spirit, which, on some occasievs, 
animated her heart, and gave a sutpias* 
ing degree of decision and vigour to llie 
conceptions of her mind, flashed for a 
moment in her eye. But the sensibility 
of a deUcate mind overcame idl other 
feelings. Uneonscious of a sordid mo* 
tive, she shrunk with indescribable ffe* 
pugnance from the thought c£ enooon* 
tering a suspicion of that deacriptioo, 
and begged Mrs. Lee to change the 
•uliyect. 

^ You have now,'' said abc^ '* giwo 

the 
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the stiot^^ ramon why I tfaould not 
mA up any claim to this property. The 
bare idea of having ever been suspect 
of entertaining the interested viewa at 
which you bint» is too shocking. Not 
for worlds would I do an act» or give 
the sanction of my name to any pro- 
eeeding which might bring the disinte* 
restedness of my conduct into question, 
or throw the slightest shade upon the 
fnirity of my affection for my dear 
nnde. Let his relatives take the estate. 
It will be happiness enough for me to 
be grateful for his goodness, and to love 
hia memory." 

. Mrs. Lee knew well the decision of 
her young friend's character, and aware 
0f her inflexibility on points which in* 
v«)tved principle, or touched her feelings 
<yf delicacy, determined, like an able po- 
hticifoi, to change her mode of attack, 
and to resort to arguments which she 
had b^m? losolvpd studiously |o con- 
<w ceal. 
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ceal. And the manner in which she 
opened her batteries anew, was after the 
' following fashion :— 

^ There are two claimants to this pro^ 
perty, of whose pretensions you are pro- 
bably not aware, and it is right that you 
should be informed in relation to themi 
The first of these is my son George.** » 

" Indeed ! I heartily wish my cousifi 
€reorge success.** 

*• Your wishes, my dear, are riot his 
own. He has not the slightest dfspoi:- 
sition, or the most remote intention, to 
set up any claim, unless it may becodae 
necessary for your interest. With the 
exception of one person, whom I will 
presently name, my son is undoubtedly 
the nearest relative of our deceased 
friend. There are several others, how* 
ever, who claim to stand in the same 
degree of consanguinity. Now, what I 
would suggest is, that as my son has: 
never fbr a moment thought of placing 

his 
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his daiqa in competition with yours, 
you noight, should your own right to 
the property be thought doubtful^ or 
9hQuli} you persist in refusing to asseit 
it, avail yourself of his. Understand 
n)e» my dear; do nQt get impatient — all 
that I propose is the use of his name, 
sigency, and friendship, to procure that 
which is undoubtedly your own; and 
when the intimacy between our families 
is considered — when you recollect that 
ffom infancy you have shared my afiec- 
tlpn with him, there can be no impro- 
priety in his assuming towards you the 
place of a brother. I have surely some 
claim, my dear Vir^nia, to the privK 
l^ge of discharging towards you the 
duties of a mother; and if George can 
n^yer call you by a dearer title, you 
m^y, you ought to give him the confi- 
dence and affection of a sister. Confide 
to us the management of your affairs, 
aii4 i^st assured that your name shall 
vol*. I. G^- never 
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never be used ita a omtiner that fthab ito- 
plicate your detiteey.'' 

Virginia was affected and etnbart^sfled: 
There was a milLture of pdmey^ and of 
gMuine' aiBfection, in the trhole odlivei^ 
sation of her friend, so chamttetifftic df 
the woman, that it touched while it peri 
plexed her ; but she remidned firai to 
her purpose, and decidedly, though with 
deflicacy and feeling, declined the pro- 
posal. 

Mrs. Lee was puzzled, hot n6t de« 
feated. She now artfully alluded to the 
magnitude of the estate, and to the al* 
most unbounded influence which tfie 
possession of great wealth would ^ve 
to a young lady, who was so eminently 
endowed with beauty, intellect, and ac- 
complishments, as her young fUenid. 
Failing in all her appeals to the aflbctions 
and the ambition of our heroine, she 
now determined to awaken, if possible, 
her resentment.—-^' The other nann^, 

which 



vrliiGib I hme .witiUield out of^ rtsp«fc 
for your feelings, ia. that of tl^is Mr 

i\Scgiitia turned vpon <ber friend a 
mingled look of surprise and euifoaity, 
bat 3»ade jio reply, 

^ He. is Qiofe nearly related. to the 
late nsgor Hey vard than either . of the 
bther would-be beirs^ supposujig it to be 
I^Ofsible for .bim to establish his identity 
with the person. whose name he beae^ 
which I suspect is rather doubtful.'' 

^^Can you suppose it; possible that 
Mr. Fenmoiore would be guilty of an 
imposture ?" 

^^ I , suppose nothing, my dear; the 
law will require him to pirove that he is 
really the person he pretends tp be ; and 
thisy I imagine, wiU not be in his power. 
It is hinted, moreover, that being aware 
of the disposition which your uncle had 
made of his property, the object of his 
Tisit at Walnut«hill was to induce ma- 

6 2 jor 
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jor Hey ward to revoke bis will, and 
that, failing in this, he has possessed 
himself of that instrument, by means of 
which we have all witnessed the dread- 
ful effects."* ^ 
Miss Pendleton became deadly pale, 
on hearing this insinuation. The aHu* 
sion to the melancholy event, which bdd 
deprived her of a home and a protector, 
was in itself sufficiently distressing ; but 
the foul accusation against the handsome 
stranger, whose image was associated ill 
her mind with the recollection of a few of 
the most happy hours of her life, shocfei^ 
ed and sickened her heart. Determined 
to listen no longer to what she could not 
consider as any thing but slander, un- 
willing to offend one whose schemes in 
relation to herself had been mingled 
with a long series of valuable kindnesses, 
and dispirited by the afflicting troubles 
which seemed to thicken in her path, 
and to add new embarrassments to her si- 
tuation. 
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tuation, she now enjoined her friend to 
change the subject, in tones of such pa- 
thetic supplication, as left no room for 
denial. They returned to the house, 
and Mrs. Lee soon after took her leave. 
To prevent further importunity on the 
subject which had so greatly distressed 
ber feelings. Miss Pendleton addressed 
8r note to Mrs. Lee on the foUowir^ 
■KMming, informing that lady of her in- 
tention to accompany her fnends, the 
Mountfwds, in their proposed journey 
to Kentucky, to which country they 
were about to remove, and where Vir* 
ginia had an unde, who had more than 
once invited her to accept a home under 
bis roof*. 
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GHAR VIII. 



A FEW wedts subsequent to Hke ttths- 
actions narrated in the^ last cbaptel^p a 
heavy travelling-cartiage was seen iftow- 
ly winding its way among the inouh- 
tains of the Allegheny chain, drawn h^ 
a pair of tall horses, whose fine eye^ and 
muscular limbs bore testimony, t& an 
experienced observer, of excellent blood 
and gentle breeding, but who now tot- 
tered along, galled, raw-boned, and dis- 
pirited, from the e£fects of a long jour- 
ney. The heavily-laden vehicle bore 
also incontestible marks of rough usage, 
and resembled, in its appearance, a noble 
ship, which, having been dismantled in 

a storm. 



a stqi^m, is brought with difficulty into 
port. It bad once been both strong and 
costly, and was, in truth, one of die 
most elegant of those cumbrous machines 
which were used by such of our ances- 
tors as were sufficiently wealthy to in- 
dulge in 4uch luxuries ; bearing a coat- 
of-arms upon its panels, and being amply 
^gpQfa^ in the patrician taste of that 
day. 

A journey over the Allegheny moun- 
tains^ th^i inhabited only at distant in- 
tfer,val& and whose best roads were mere 
bjdle-paths, beaten by the feet of pack- 
Jborses, and occasionally travelled with 
4i^culty by waggons, carrying mer- 
chaodize, bad left to the shattered coach 
bpt few vestiges of its former splendour. 
The tongpe, which had been broken, 
w^s replaciied by the green stem of a 
yomog tree, hastily hewed out of the 
foreisfe for the purpose ; a dislocation of 
OQe of ^he springs had been remedied by 

o 4 passing 
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passing a long stout pole underneath 
the body of the carriage ; and a shatter- 
ed axletree, which had been spliced re- 
peatedly, bent and creaked under its 
load, as if every revolution of the wheels 
would be the last. In matters of less 
moment the havoc had been even greater. 
The curtains, by frequent and rather 
violent collision with the overhanging 
branches of the forest, had been rent 
and perforated in many places, and the 
straps within which they were usually 
furled, having been torn away, they now 
floated in the breeze in tattered frag- 
ments, or flapped against the sides of 
the carriage, like the sails of a vessel in 
a calm ; while a bough had occasionally 
penetrated so far as to tear away the 
velvet lining and its gaudy fringe. 

Two ladies, both of whom were young, 
and a female negro servant, occupied 
this weather-beaten conveyance ; accom- 
panied, as every experienced reader will 

readily 
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neadily imagine, by a voluminous store 
of trunks, band-boxes, baskets, bags, and 
bundles. The husband of one of these 
ladies, a plain gentlemanly-looking man, 
of five-and-twenty years of age, rode in 
advance of the cavalcade, on horseback, 
encumbered with no other appendage 
than a brace of large pistols, suspended 
across his saddle in a pair of holsters. 
. Then came a train of waggons, some 
drawn by horses, and others by oxen, 
carrying household furniture, farming 
implements, and provisions. Behind 
these, a drove of horses and cattle, 
stretching along the mountain-path, strol- 
led lazily forward, halting frequently to 
drink at the clear rivulets which crossed 
the road, or straying off to graze, wher- 
ever an inviting spot of green offered a 
few refreshing mouthfuls of herbage to 
the wearied animals. Mingled with the 
cavalcade, or lagging in its rear, was a 
large company of negro servants, men, 

a 6 women, 
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women, and children, of every age, from 
helpless infancy to hoary decrepitude, 
whistling, and singing, and laughing as 
they went, inhaling with joy the moun- 
tain air, and luxuriating in the happy 
exchange of daily labour for the lighter 
toils of the road. 

Such were the retinue and appearance 
of a wealthy planter from Virginia, who 
was emigrating, with all his family and 
moveable property, to the newly-settled 
wilds of Kentucky ; and who bore no 
small resemblance to some ancient pa- 
triarch, travelling at the head of his de- 
pendants and herds, in search of wider 
plains and fresher pastures than were 
afforded in the land of his fathers. Mr. 
and Mrs. Mountford, and the unfortu- 
nate Miss Pendleton, were the principal 
persons of the party which we have at' 
tempted to describe, and whose adven- 
tures win occupy the remainder of this 
chapter. 

They 
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They bod passed neady all the ridges 
of tlfose forinid^ble mountains, and were 
now looking eagerly forward towards 
tl^e land of prpmise, and imagining 
ey^ diff that rose before them to be 
the la^t The day was drawing to a 
close, when they reached the summit of 
one of those nu onerous ridges which 
compose the Allegheny chain, and halt- 
ed for a few moments to rest the ani- 
mals, who were panting and wearied 
with the toilsome ascent. Looking for- 
ward, t^ey beheld before them a deep 
valley, bounded on the opposite side by 
a range pf mountains, as steep and as 
high as the one on whose crest they 
wer^ now reposing. Its sides were 
composed of a series of perpendicular 
precipiqes of solid rock, clothed with 
stv4e4 pines, laurel, and other ever- 
greens, and which, at this distance, 
se^ipe^ to oppose an i/npassable barrier 
to the %ther advance of the travellers. 

06 On 
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On more minute examination, parts of 
the road could be seen winding akn^ 
the edge of the cliffs, and surmounting 
the ascent by a variety of sharp angles. 
A troop of pack-horses, with their large 
panniers, were seen descending by thk 
path, at a distance so great as to render 
it barely possible to distinguish their 
forms, and ascertain their character; 
sometimes stretched in an extended line 
along the summits of the elevated psua* 
pets of rock, then disappearing behind a 
projecting cliff, or a copse of evergreen, 
and again turning an abrupt angle^ as if 
counter-marching to retrace their foot- 
steps. 

The sun was now sinking behind the 
western hills, and though still visible to 
our travellers, no longer shone upon the 
eastern exposure of the mountain which 
they were contemplating — a circum- 
stance which gave a still more shadowy 
appearance to the descending troop, 

whose 
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whose regukr array of slow-movmg fi* 
gof^es^ impressed upon the perpendicular 
sides of the cliffii, resembled the airy 
crraitions of a magic lantern, ratiier than 
the forms of living beings. Now they 
were seen traversing the extreme verge 
of some boLd promontory, where the 
sunbeams flashed from the shining har- 
ness^ and afforded a momentary disdo- 
sere of a variety of different colours^ 
wbiidi i^ain were blended into one dark 
maitey as the cavalcade passed on into 
the deeper shades of the mountain-gl^is. 
As they gazed, the silence was agpree- 
afaiy broken by the inspiring notes of 
the bugle, with which the drivers cheer- 
ed their lonesome way, and whose 
sprightly sounds, echoed from hill to 
hill, sometimes faintly heard, and some- 
times bursting upon the ear in full cho* 
rus, gave a tinge of wild romance to the 
scene. 
From the contemplation of this pros* 

pect. 



pe0fe» thek attention yms dii^^wn to. t)ie 
western side of tfa^ mpuntain pn whpse 
siimmit they stood* ^d whose dopl^vi- 
ties they were abopt to defend- liook- 
ing downward, they saw from, th^ir 
dizzy lieight a series of precipices^ lyitb 
bald sides, and turreted and spiral crests, 
terminating in a dark valley, which 
seemed to be almost directly below their 
feet, although the distance w^s so gfeat 
as to render it impossible to distinguish 
obgects in the deep abyss. Her^ as on 
the opposite side of the yall^y, the p^th 
wound from cliff to cliff, and from one 
natural terrace to another, like the an- 
gles of a winding staircase, but little of 
it was visible from the spot occufued by 
our travellers. In this direction the 
sound of voices was heard ascending, 
and approaching nearer and nearer ; and 
presently a large drove of cattle, con- 
ducted by several men, was seen wind- 
ing along the base of the precipice on 

which 
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Whl^h the party stood, at a short <fia* 
tiance ftom them, and where the teirooe 
traversed by the road widened into a 
plain surfoce containing several aa'es. 
Here a sudden terror seized the cattle ; 
the foremost of the animals halted, and 
began to smell the ground with mani- 
festations of violent agitation, and then 
uttered a low terrilSc yell. At this 
signal the whole herd, whidi had been 
loitering drowsily along, urged slowly 
forward by the voices of the drovers, 
rushed madly towards the spot, bellow^ 
ing with every appearance €{ rage and 
affiright. In vain the drivers attempted 
to force them onward. The largest aad 
fiercest of the herd surrounded the plaee 
where the first had halted, roaring, paw- 
ing the ground, and driving tfadr horns ^ 
into the earth, while the others approach- 
ed and retreated, bellowing in eoncert, 
is if sud^nly possessed by a l^on of 
demons. Foamkig at the mouth, their 

eyes 
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eyes gleaming with fury, and all th^r 
muscles strained into action, they seem- 
ed a different race from the quiet, inoffen- 
sive animals, who but a few minutes be- 
fore had been seen lazily toiling up the 
mountain-path. Those who were inti- 
mately acquainted with their habits, at 
once pronounced that blood had recently 
been spilt in the road. With the assist- 
ance of Mr. Mountford's negroes, the 
alarmed herd was at length driven for- 
ward, but not until one of the drovers, 
in leaping his horse over a log, at some 
distance from the road, discovered the 
corpse of a man concealed behind it, and 
partly covered with leaves. An excla- 
mation of surprise and horror announced 
this disco very , and drew the other drovers 
to the. spot, where Mr. Mountford soon 
joined them. The body, which was that 
of a young gentleman, was marked with 
several wounds, which left little doubt 
that a murder had been committed. 

However 
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However men may have been accus- 
tomed to danger, or to scenes of vio- 
lence, there is something in the crime 
of murder which never fails to alarm 
and shock them; even where the in- 
jured party is a stranger, arid no parti- 
cular circumstances occur to awaken 
special sympathy for him, or for those 
who may survive to mourn his fate, the 
dreadful act itself, stripped of all adven- 
titious horrors, strikes a chill into the 
heart. When such a scene is presented 
in the solitary wild, where the gloom of 
the forest and the silence of the desert 
are all around, and the quick breathing 
of the terrified spectator is whispered 
back by the woodland echo, a deeper 
shade of solemnity is thrown about 
the melancholy catastrophe. The busy 
crowds, the cares and levities of life, are 
not there, to call away the heart from 
the indulgence of natural emotions ; it 
has leisure to contemplate undisturbed 

the 



1S8 na»i!m<m% 

the/oold: image of dfath» and tP refieoi 
0a the atrocitie& of map* Fanoy sprea^P 
ber wings, and looka.abroad in ^^ai^iPf 
tlie.peipetrator and the; motive of the 
crime* and the ateenoe of every; tn^ 
wshich might lead to discovery or ex|^ 
nation* involves the dark trana9Cti<;!i}j9 
the shadows of mystery. The d^QMse^ 
seema to have beeaatruck by a^sw^ ii^ 
visible hand» and a similar Uoiv may \ifi 
icnpending over the apectatOTr 0n wbjCMa 
the eye. of the hotoiqide may even new 
rest, as he meditates some new videnflp 
in the concealment of an adjacent tbicklH* 
or the gloom of aneigbbguHngoaveri^: 
Such were the meditations of soqie 
of the party who. were collected around 
the body of the murdered stranger. A 
consultation was immediately held, a3 
to the course which ought to be pur* 
sued, when it was arranged that a party 
should remain with the corpse, whUe an 
expresa was sent to the nearest settle- 
ment, 



Ment; to Bpjmze the legal aiithoriiies of 
tte outrage. Bol^ these duties' were 
cSieerfttlljr undertaken by 1^ drovers^ 
wkh the asnttance of Mr. Mountfovd'^ 
aervants^ The latter gentleman resu* 
nodt fais^ journey, and an reaching the 
%oMtti of the ▼alley, and learning that 
IiIb toad still lay through un uninhabit^ 
tfA wfldemesa for many miles^ determin* 
0d to encamp here for the night It 
mtas an^ inviting spot ; though surround 
fid by mountains as savage and sterile as 
iAie imagination can well conceive, the 
gMi'in which the party rested was beau- 
feilbl and fertile ; the rich soil was cover- 
ed with a luxuriant growth of forest- 
trees and shrubbery. The sunbeams, 
which during- the day had been reflect* 
ed from the bare rocks and silictous 
sands of the mountain, afflicting the 
eye^ght of the travellers by their in- 
tense brilliancy, or overcoming them 
with excesmve heat, were now inter- 
cepted 
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cepted by the UU suoimits of the ridges 
iymg towards the west ; the foliage wis 
fr^h and green, and a deUghtful eool* 
ness pervaded the atmosphere. A wide 
clear rivulet, meandering through tb» 
valley, imparted an agreeable moisture 
to the air, and invited the thirsty herds 
to its brink, while it afforded more than 
one luxury and convenience to the tra- 
vellers : by the margin of the stream, on 
a spot trodden hard by the feet of sue* 
cessive travellers, who had been accus-* 
tomed to encamp here, and covered 
with a short green sward, the cavalcade 
of carriers had halted, and were unlading 
their packhorses ; and Mr. Mountford, 
passing on, chose a similar place on the 
farther side of the rivulet : the arrange^ 
ments for encamping were soon made : 
two large tents were taken from the 
waggons, and pitched for the accommo- 
dation of Miss Pendleton and her friends, 
on a plain of table-land, near the brink 

of 



c£ the water-course. In the rear of 
tbese, atndler tents, composed of coarser 
materials, were arranged for the sable 
troop of dependants. A large fire was 
Idndled upon the ground, and the ser- 
vanU hegam to prepare a substantial 
meal for the hungry party. 
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Having seen the tents pitdied, the 
hones and cattle turned out to ffnae^ 
and every necessary arrangement noade 
for spending the night in as much com- 
fort as circumstances would admit» Mr. 
Mountford, invited by the refreshing 
coolness of the evening, and the beauty 
of the scenery, proposed to the ladies a 
stroll upon the bank of the stream. They 
wandered slowly along, following its 
meanders for a short time, until its ser- 
pentine course brought them nearly op- 
posite to the point from which they had 
set out ; and they found themselves on 
a projecting point which overlooked the 

pack-horse 
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[Mdc-horse caiiip, and ptaoed them with*- 

in a fetr yards of its noisy inmates^ from 

vrfao^m they were concealed by a chimp 

6f underbrush. The horses had been 

unharnessed, and were now graidng at 

large ; the packs of merdiandize which 

formed their lading, were piled up to; 

gether, and covered with canvas. The 

ttien had thrown themselves lazily on 

Hie grass, except two or three, ivho were 

wreklfng and playing, with a d^ree ef 

hilarity which showed howHttle they 

were affeoted by the toils of the journey. 

At this tnoment the party was jmned 

l^y a hbneman, who addressed them with 

the fittnkness of asiao^tiaintanoe, though 

he was obviously a strariger to them dOL 

He *Wfis a young mstn, dressed in a hunt* 

ing'-^ihirt, carrpng a rifle on^ his dfaoulder, 

md having all the equipmentsof a west- 

Wn hunter. His limbs were as stout^ 

and hts &ce as sanbomt, as those of the 

fough men arqtfnd'him, bufe neither his 

appearance 
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appetraince nor carriage indicalied a per* 
son accustomed to coarse labour. H9 
had the plainness of speech and mannei« 
which showed that his breeding had no$. 
been in the polished circle, mingled witli^ 
the freedom and ease of one accustonci^: 
to hunting and martial exercises. £(9 
threw himself from his horse, leayi^ 
the bridle dangling on the neck of (bf 
animal, who quietly awaited his pleast^'g|, 
and seated himself among the carriei^; 
with the air of one who felt that he W9$ 
welcome, or who cared but little whether 
he was welcome or not. His dres^. 
though coarse and soiled, was neatj|r. 
fitted, and adapted to show off his per* 
son to the best advantage ; and all hk^ 
append^es were those of a young man 
who had some pride in his appeanuMf^ 
His features, though not handsome, wne 
lively and intelli^nt — indicating a cb^^t 
ful dispositicm, a good opinion of hiaftfc*« 
low*men, and an equally good opinkMs 

oft 
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of lHinse}f> arising^ no doubt, out of his 
republican principle^i which would not 
fi|low him to place himself below the 
kf^el of others. There was a boldness 
in his eye, a fluency of speech, and a 
fb|?W9rdness in his whole deportment, 
which, without approaching to impu* 
dMce, gave a dashing air to his conduct, 
and a freshness to his conversation. Hia 
horse seemed much fatigued, and fb>m 
bb saddle hung the hinder quarter of a 
diter, recently killed. 

* Gentlemen, good evening/* said he, 
al be dismounted ; ** this has been a 
pow^ul hot day." 

•< Very pultry,^ replied one of the car- 
rfers. i. 

** Np two. ways about that," said th^ 
hfimeirt "there's "as good a piece of 
bdiQBisflesh, to his size, a^^ever crooked a 
paiterti, and as fast a nag as cfin be 
started^ for sfny AiUkmce Arom a quarter 
uptto ^urMiles; b^tthis d|iyh^s petty 
OMurly used him up." 

VOL. I. H " You 



^ I 
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•• You «eeto to haite been huirtittg." 

''Why, ytB\ I hare been takings* 
Kttle tottir among the mountainis h6i«. 
I have just killed a fine deer; and Ml 
iblt ^ort o* lonesome, I turned Into ttk 
big rol^id, in hopes of meeting wtttl'ki 
tmveller to help me e^t it," ^^ 

Thk ofibr Was, Of course, Well reet^ 
ad; the venison was sent to the df6, 
md the stranger prepared t(b ^tt^ 
with his new acquaintances. ^^ 

The quick eye of the hunter was vi^ 
attracted to two of the youngest ef the 
Dompany, who were engaged in a PiiMkf 
an exercise common among our westdm 
}to^tb, and far superior to wrestling or 
boxing, as it requires greater skill itfd 
activity, and is &r less savage, tifan 
dther of those anci^it gafties. TlicHiU>* 
ject of each party is to ttlH^W his a#MlP* I 
iary to the ground, and to retain bWUfr , 
i^alxtage by bdding him down unliPtlitf • 
victdty shaH be decided; Mid m ^th | 



KENTUCKY^ 147 

are no rules to regulate the gaine, each 

^exerts his strength and skill in any nskan* 

B&r which his judgment may dictate, 

uwig force or artifice according to eir«* 

oi^mstances. The two persons who no«r 

appsoaehed each other seemed. each to 

be intent on grappling with his adves- 

Mry, in such a manner as to gain ad ad* 

^ntage at the outset. At first, each 

glided the grasp of the other, advancing, 

ietreating, sming, or shaking each other 

4off^ and ^ch'U^ng every artifice in hia 

|l#wer to secure an advantage in the 

manner of grappling with his opponent 

'¥k0tk they grasped at arm's-length, and 

il/md each Pibher's strength by pytshing, 

pilUing, and whirling rounds testing 

tim muscular powers of the arm, and 

iJye nimbjieness of the foot, to tbe nt« 

ipmt* Finally, Uiey befiagmoe closely in^ 

^ f^of^kedy their bodies in owtaot, and 

J^fffk Iwibs twined, wresitling wjih iU 

^l^r pow^l ^d tiCteiSt an orduwa 

y,. . Ha struggle. 
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struggle, came together to the gnotind^ 
amidst the shouts and hugbter of tM 
spectators. Bat the contest was not 
ever ; for now a fierce contest ensueflj 
in which each endeavoured to get vtpi 
permost, or to hc4d his antagonist to 
the ground. Their muscular strengtif 
and flexibility of limb seemed nowiill 
most miraculous. Sometimes the p^ 
son who was undermost fairly rolled tifi^ 
adversary over, and sometimes he ^tbM&H 
himself by main strength, with his o^ 
poAent still clinging to him, and retleWed 
the struggle on foot; and often tlt^ 
bodies were twisted together, and ^Mi^ 
limbs interlocked, until every musddl 
and sinew were strained, and it was dift 
ficult to tell which was uppermost. JMS 
kst their breathing grew i^ort, the vl^ 
lence of the exerdse produced exhttrtk 
tion, and one of the parties relaxing 4itf 
efforts, enabled the other to claim tllH 
victory. The tired parties, dripping 
r . with 
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with perspiration^ ceased the contest in 
perfect good-humour. 

« *i You must not tussle with me no 
more. Bill/' said the victor; ** you see 
you aint no part of a priming to me." 

" That's very well,** cried the other, 
^eing his comrade with perfect com« 
placency ; " I like to see you have a 
good opinion of yourself. If I didn't 
Ist you win once in a while to encourage 
jou, I could nev^r get a chance to have 
no fun out o£ you." 

i . It was now perc^ved, that while the 
attention of the company was fixed 
ijpcm the sport, another stranger had 
jcined them. He cautiously pushed 
aside the thick brushwood behind the 
merry circle, threw a quick jeakK» 
glanA upon the party, and then advan- 
cing with circumspection, halted in the 
nar, and remained for a while unno« 
tilled* 

1 .<When the contei^ which we have de- 

^ h3 scribed 
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scrfbed was over, the eyes of the Mrff(6le 
party fell on the intruder. His appear- 
ance was too striking not to rivet atten- 
tion. In size he towered above the or- 
dinary staturie ; his frame was bony and 
mdsoular^ni breast broad — his limbs 
gigantic — his clothing was uncouth aiid 
shabby-^his exterior weather-beaten ai!id 
dirty, indicating continual exposure to 
the elements, and pointing out this sin- 
gular person as one who dwelt far frobi 
the habitations of men, and who min- 
gled not in the courtesies of civilized 
life. He was completely armed, with 
the exception of a rifle, which seemed 
to have only been laid aside for a noip- 
nlent, for he carried the usual powder- 
horn and pouch of the backwoodsman. 
A broad leathern belt, drawn cloady 
round his waist, supported a large and a 
smaller knife, and a tomahawk. Buttliat 
which attracted the gaze of all the com- 
pany into which he had intruded, was 

the 



Jlj^ bold md ferocious count^nan^? «f 

if^^ x^w. oomer^ and its strongty«iqarkf4 

jS^^iMresftipn of villainy. His face» wbicsh 

Vfjn larger than ordin£|ry, exhibited tbt 

lm0% pf ungovernable passion ; bi|t tbe 

fiooiple3:ion announced that the ordi- 

M4ry feelings of the human br^vt vrer^ 

j^tioguished, and instead of the healthy 

hue which indicates the social efliotionft 

,|))i^i:e was a livid, unnatural redne9s» re- 

^^^bling that of a drii^d and lifeless skim 

^be ^ye was fearl^ and steady, but Pit 

l^^m also artful and apdaciQiis, glaring 

^Dppn the beholder with an nnpleasatit 

, jg^fdpess and brilliancy, like thut of a 

JTftVfiiPus animal gloating upon its prey, 

4Mid concentrating all its malignity intP 

^{me fearfu) glpnce. He wore no cov?r- 

,ing pn his head; and the natural pro- 

^ t^ion of thick coarse hair, of a fiery 

. .itednt^s, uncon^bcd and matted, gave 

evidence o£ long exposure to the rud^t 

.visitations of the sunbeam and the tem- 

H 4 pest. 



^st He seeitaed sonie desperate dttt- 
'law, an unnatural enemy of his sp^es, 
destitute of the nobler sympathies of 
human nature, and prepared at all points 
for aissault or defence, who, in some 
frcfak of daring insolence, had intruded 
himself into the society of men, to brave 
their resentment, or to try the efieet 
which his presence might occasion. 
* Although there was something pecu- 
liarly suspidous and disagreeable in the 
appearance of this stranger, there was 
nothing to excite alarm, or to call for 
the expression of any disapprobatioh. 
'He was armed like other men of that 
frontier region, and the road was a pub- 
lie highway, frequented by people of 
various character and condition. Stift 
there was a shrinking, and a silent in» 
terchange of glances among the carriert, 
on discovering his silent and almost 
mysterious intrusion; one whispered^-^ 
'' What does that fdlow want?** and 

another 



anotker tniitterecl^-^ Keep a^ red €^e 
out, boys-^that chap is not too good to 
steal." 

j The young hunter who had just join- 
^ them, was not of the kind of mettle 
to sit still on such an o^casum^ He 
jumped up, and addressing their visiter 
in a blithe, frank tone, said — ** Good 
evening, stranger.** 

:^' The person addressed turned his eye 
dtliberately towards the speaker^ and 
returned his salutation with a nod, with- 
out opening his lips. 

Travelling, stranger?** 
Yes,*' replied the other. The sound 
of bis voice, even in uttering this mono* 
pliable, was cold and repulsive, and any. 
<M^r than a resolute inquirer would 
have pursued the dialogue no further. 
But' the young Kentuckian was not so 
easily repulsed. — ** Which way, if it's 
a im qiiestion ?** continued' he. - - 
** West,** was the laconic reply. 

h5 "That 



it 



go& with a nisty lodc^" «id the fcoiitei? 
amle; then addfesttng him again*— ^'^ To 
KmtuGky , eh ? weU, tbat's right«*^hei«% 
pianty of foom tliafe««-gaine «nou^ 
and a powwfiil ehanea oi good fivlDg; 
No two iways about that Cooae firAm 
old Viif^ia* I •uppoie?'' ut^ 

The stranger, instead of m^nisnmg 
this question, turned bis bead in aaotftoir 
^&rectioD, as if be bad not heard it, alapi 
pad a few paces off, as if about to pttiwic 
and then again halted and faced Mm[ 
party. 

'' No^ 111 be d'fot if «vfr that chap 
csBie out of old Virgini^,*' muttered itaa 
young man aside; ** they don% saiv 
waA humans in 4be old dominion, ari» 
bow. I'll see what be is made o^ bow^ 
ewr." llien wliddc^ at biaoompuiqnv 
be apfwoacbad the stranger, a»d taldni; 
a penknife feom bis podset^ pwscnlaJ 
it to bim> w(ith a dvil bow. v j 

The 



fMtnipe: b? nttind tiH» imafii^ Iooh«ft 
i^ity fttt tt the doQoiv inqoiriligfy, 
«iiff ht^ woojd baiv« ami«^^ WhatmcMii 
tHp?^ mid Hm eoolly put it in liif 
pocket, wiAout sajring a word. 
iuliis torm^sk^ did not torn him in 
doubt-^*' It is a nilo m oar orantry,^ 
ipd hf^ ^ when « mna is teamMblf 
iqg%r^ te m4l^ him a fiwent of a knifti 
JbBffp tfaat» if y0« ^bease, sUmog^tf lift 
ims'BlMt with a hamelia* hanaaii thw 
]Mttl^^ M^ tbw^ve it to binw^ 

Thl9 frmtiml ji;^ would, in aoiar 
tfxinlb/Sm, hii?eb0^n mnsicfelP^d m a 4iyib ; 
jntKentafiky it ww a kiod ^ ehdk»gfi^^ 
wiliilti <be recmv^ origbt have hmi«P» 
iMty iivmdidf by joiiwig ift the iaogb; 
ftK-ivbMb,^Q8i4be^tb» Siaii4 g»vt bm 
ina|^:£iaiii3tto<m(jihii 4ieria tagettairi 
fpd. Msert, tl^t im vfm mt oi^. the 
haodsomcst, biMfcthe be^tm^m mtma^ 
pMiy; wbicb wmrtiMp if Mttdodad, ai 
^uX H 6 the 
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Hie^ Idwjreiisi say, ^th a v^lifi^tfciH 
indald baVe been tantatnoidnt to culiiifg 
Air ** pistols for two.** The stinnger did 
neither, but pocketed the knife and til* 
affroiit, and quietly turned to walk 
away. 

i To a brave man, notbing causes more 
pahiful regret than to have given an mb 
provoked affront to one who is unable oi 
ctnwillifng to resent it. Had the ittsm 
ger shown the slightest inolfnatioft t» 
tnk^ up the gauntlet which had beeit 
thrown to biin, the young Kentuckian^ 
who viewed him with intuitive dislike, 
would probably have challenged him td 
instant cd^mbat, and have engagckl hiia 
with the ferocity of a hungry brute ; but 
no sooner did the latter discover that 
tke person he addressed neither relished 
his joke, nor was disposed to resent it^ 
Aian bis^nerous nature prompted hkeet 
to ntiake instant atonement. 

'^ liook here, stranger l"^ he exclaimed^ 

drawing 



Armring a Bstk of tpirite from Iw pock^ 
9tf and offering it ; ** you are • 4roU toit 
olt^a wfake man; you wont^ talk, nor 
laugh, nor quarrel— -will you druric? 
Take a drop» and let us be Mends.*'. 

This appeal was not in vain. The 
moouth man of the woods took the 
'flasks raised it silently to his lips, and 
drained the whole cyf its leonttots^ 
amounting to nearly a* pint, withaat 
a(k>p|»ng to breathe; then placing one 
band cm the shoulder of the young mito# 
and leaning towards hitn, he said, in a 
low voice — " We shall meet again,** at 
the same time grasping the handle of 
his long knife, and casting a look of de- 
iiance at the whole party. Whether he 
intmided to strike is doubtful, for the 
young man, stepping back, stood on his 
guard, looking at his adversary with an 
usHiaunted eye, while the carriers started 
to their feet, prepared to defend him. 
In another moment the stranger had 

turned. 



tanifdy and dadiiqg teto die tbiokfl^ 
disappetred. 

'' Weil if that ain't a droll ebiokeo, 
I*ai mistaken,'* exclainml the Kentue^ 
kian. ** I say, gentleiQeOi the Way tb9t 
id\ovr takes his knndif is curious. He 
k not of the right Iweed <^ cb^s, no 
how. Tha^^s no two ways about that^" 

Brfore any ftuther remark could. W- 
aMde, the Intention of the party nw aa^t 
mied by an e9i^inati<m of terror frewi 
alemale v(Moe, the ciu«e of whidi aheH^ 
be ex^ned in the next chi^ter« n 
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CHAP. X. 






Min PerKOotoii hod left tbo place of 
liar Midvity, un^r a melancholy da* 
pnMion of spirits, Bewed in afflbanoi^ 
tbe 'ftivourite and only obj^ of aOw* 
Uon of a kind ^uardiaiv wrroonded by 
firiends^ fi^owed by a train of admirerai 
and aocustomed to every indu^enoe, the 
sttdd^i reverse of her fortunes afflicted 
her heart with keen anguish* She was 
too high-minded to moum» with unavail- 
ing regret^ over the blight of those ad* 
vantages which merely elevated her 
above her oompanioiis. The truly ge* 
nerotts mind estimates the gifts of for- 
tune St something like their real value, 
'life.;. But 
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But the loss of the dearly- loved guar- 
dian of her youth, and the dreadful ca- 
tastrophe which produced that melan- 
choly bereavement, deeply touched her 
heart, and awakened all her sensibi- 
lities. 

The measure of her grief seemed to 
be full ; but when she came to the reso- 
lution of quitting the scenes of her chUd- 
hood, and parting with her early friendis, 
die found that her heart h^d still roMn 
£}r other afflictions, and she left her tia- 
tive land sorrowing, and bowed down 
in spirit. Posjsessed, however, of astrong 
intellect, and a buoyant temper, the ex»- 
ercise of travelling, the change of scents 
and the kindness of her companions, if 
they did not diminish her sorrows, ren- 
dered them supportable. By degrq^s 
her mind began to assume its natucal 
tode, and she reflected more calmly on 
the scenes through which she bad lately 
passed. In these reveries the image of 

Fennimore 



*¥^erinim<Nre contimnilly presented itself* 
His visit seemed to be intimately, yet 
strangely, connected with the death of 
lier uncle. She had heard enough of 
the circumstances which we have de- 
tailedy to know that it had relation to a 
|iecuniary claim against the estate of 
major Hey ward, but knew nothing of 
its justice, extent, or character. Mrs. 
Ijee had spoken of it as a demand which 
'Would absorb the whole of her venerable 
relative's vast fortune, and which placed 
ihe claimant in the position of a oompe> 
titor with herself, and had thrown out 
imputations against his integrity of the 
darkest import. On the other hand, 
she remembered that he bad been re^ 
ceived not only with the hospitality ex« 
tended to all visiters at Walnut-Hill, 
but with affectionate cordiality. Her 
uncle, who was a man of excellent dis- 
cernment, had treated him with the 
confidence of friendship, and she was 

slow 



fi^y^d in tb? character of bis guest, cp* 
ibat be ha4 prpfessed a show of ki&4- 
Iies3 which be 4id not feel. Mr. Feii- 
wmorQ's apjpeiM^nce and manners weve 
liigbly prepossessing; there was espe- 
cially about faim a frankness and manly 
dignity, whii^b fould hardly be Recep- 
tive. I^be passed in review the agreis^ 
able hour$ of bis short visit» find a flasb 
of maiden pride mantled ber cheek, 9S 
sbe re03Jitected bis earnest yet respeet- 
ful attentions, and confessed, that of ^i^ 
IJlie b(^nage which she had received in 
the triuQ)ph of beauty, none bad ever 
been sq acceptable as that of this band- 
jome and gallant soldier. 

We have little &ith in the romaotks 
^^rine of love at fimt aight; but on 
4be other haodi we cannot think It 
alrange tb^t w intelligent and susoqp- 
tible woman should readily draw a 4i9- 

tlnctian betwem the oofnmonplace oi?i- 

lities 
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lUies dp ofdtffa'17 men, or tlie ftlly g«l* 
iantries of mere witleto beauXt ftiid the 
etifightenied preference of a gentleman 
of taste and judgment, nor that $be 
should feel ftittered by an appearance of 
partiality fh)m such a source. She was 
at an age when the heart is feelingly 
alive to the tender sensations; and it 
would have been singular if she had not 
beeome interested in a modest and high- 
ly *gif ted man, so nearly of her own 
years and condition, who had been her 
eompariion fw several days ; nbr would 
it have been natural for one ao adeub- 
tomed as herself to the attentions of tb^ 
t>tfaer sex, to mistake the effieet whieh 
her own attractions had produced on liie 
mind of the agreeable stranger. Then 
the ready gallantry with which he Hakad 
his own life to resoie her from the 
flames, and his courageous efforts to sai^e 
her uncle "~ these, though she niifw 
spoke of them, awakened a sentimtok 

of 
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of gratitude which she felt could never 
be effaced. Again, when she recalled 
tibe circumstanoes under which he left 
the neighbourhood of Walnut -Hil^ 
without any explanation to the friends 
of major Hey ward, of the object of hi$L 
Tisit, and without leaving any message 
for herself, his conduct seemed incom*, 
prehensible, and strangely at varianee 
with what she supposed to be his cha* 
racter. But these mysterious circuai«'. 
stances, although they exdted momen*' 
tary doubts, and sometimes awakened a 
alight glow of resentment, only served 
in the end to render Mr. Fennimoce 
more interesting to Miss Pendleton ; for 
without inferring, as some ill-natured 
persons would do, that the mind of wo* 
man is made up of contradictions, it is 
enough to say that she exercised her in** 
genuity in imagining a variety of po^ 
iibk explanations, by which his conduct 
might be placed in a favourable light* 

and 
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dnd his character even exalted, until she 
^rsuaded herself that such develop- 
ments would undoubtedly be made in 
due time. 

Mrs. Mouhtfordy although she had 
never seen Mr. Fennimore, had made 
up her mind that he was an impostor, a 
imere fortune-hunter, who had visited 
WVdhut-Hill in the prosecution of some 
desperate scheme against the person and 
ftwtune of her fair friend. Without 
having any definite ideas of that plan, 
cfr being able to trace its connection 
with subsequent events, she was cha- 
ritable enough to attribute the catas- 
trophe which had marred the fortunes 
of ^rginia, to this source, and spoke of 
B'^g^imore as little less than an incen- 
Ssry. Perhaps there might have bten 
psKcy in this, for discovering that Vir- 
gibia dways defended her uncle's visiter 
Wftfa some spirit, she often introduced 
the sutgect, for the sole purpose of dis- 
^J • turbing 



186 KI^CTOCKYl 

tiirbing her revues, and awakening her 
mind from the apathy into Which H 
fieemed to be sinking. In thieie diMUt* 
sions, Miss Pendleton, with her nwtf 
fiankneis, recapitulated all the eyidimoe 
m favour of Mr* Fenniniore, . with ^piw 
ci the arguments which her own ^gfh 
trnity had suggested^ and tbuci beoauM 
aocustmned to defend bi9 cbwwtW- 
After all, thiere wa3 but 02^ aqsufn^ 
which had any weight with the p^il^ 
nacious Mrs. MoUntford; it was. ttPS 
same which had appealed so forcibly to 
the genuine Virginia feeling of 6ok>n^ 
Antler, nfunely» '' that a ^nti^omB 
would not commit arson.'**— '^ If bt9 i$ 
rodly e gentlemani my dear/ wm Ml** 
Mouritford's usual oonclusion, ^ tibal 
settles the question; but how £^ 4tf 
tfao6e do we find north of the FotoiMe ! 
and this Mr. Fennimore, you knowii did 
not pretmd to have bem bom in tbe 
Old Dcumoioa** 

The 
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The imexpeeted lUseovery of a tmacv 
dered body in the road, had deeply b£^ 
feeted oar heroine, and hfod led : her 
thoughts boek to tbe most melaooholy 
event in her own history; She wad th» 
cer^ing unusuaUy depressed* and it wai 
in the hope of diverting her leAMstiOM 
into some otlier diannd^ that hevfriend% 
thmigfa maeh fttigiied, hsd proposed 
the walk which led thtea to Uie vieiuigr 
of the padc-horae oamp, and had beM 
ladueed to linger, the concealed wit* 
nessea of the rude scene whi^ wiis tlie» 
ensR^ted. 

The; events which we have described 
amsted her attention. It had so hap^ 
pen^ tiowever, that she shxxl in audi 
a^^odltian as not to see the &ee of the 
penson wliose appearance caused so muefa 
entidsity, witil the monvsnt of his draw^ 
ing his knife, when a movement : of his 
hdiy broii^ him foil before her, asid; 
td her trtter disttiay,: she reecgnised ibe 

2' same 
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gftnae savage counfenanoe wimh ske had 
duGOvered at her window on the higki 
of the conflagralion ! Her dvm ^nl 
agitation may be easily conceived. An 
involuntary expression of horror burst 
firom her lips, which drew the attenttmi 
not only of her own friends, but of the 
party on the opposite side of the stream* 
With some exertion she resumed h€^ 
selfi-command, and returned immediatdly 
to the camp. She had heretofore de^ 
scribed to Mr. Mountford the apparitioii 
whidi had so greatly terrified her on the 
occasion above alluded to; and that geii* 
tleman, as well as others, had supposed 
that she had been deceived by her imt<> 
gination. But now, on her repeatmg 
that incident, the description wtuch she 
gave of the supposed incendiaiy, corres^ 
ponded so completely with that of tlie 
remarkable pa^^on they had seeb, as t& 
leave Utde doubt of the identity of tbe 
one with the other ; and he hastened ta 

the 



the encampment of the oarriersito a^ 
qiMUDt them with his suspicions* aoA 
procure assistance to arrest thctstraoger. 
Their services were o£Pered with alacrity* 
and all the adjacent coverts were care- 
fully examined ; but night coming on» 
mj extensive search was impracticable. 
Vii^nia spent a miserable night In 
adtlition to the afflicting recollections 
tbst had previously depressed bee 
mind, the events qf the day had sug- 
gested a new and dreadful train of 
thought. Might not tbe unfortunate 
person whose remains had been found 
cimcealed by the raountain-path, have 
bfsen one in whom, she felt an interest 
wtnch she could not conceal from lier- 
self ? She had not seen the body* and 
th^ friend for whose safety shC; now 
tnombled was unknown to Mr. Mount* 
f(HQd. * She knew that Mr. Fennimone 
WM on. his way to the western frontier, 
vds^n be, qbH^ at ^^^Inut-Hillr-^his 
^ ,1H>L« I. I presence 



presence there ofi the night of the' con^ 
^gration had pro^bly defedtc^ttf some 
extent the designs Of tho incendiary^;^ 
and now a young gentleman, v^lK>se 
description answered too well', with 
his, was found murderied in the v^vy 
path that he had taken. She ll^ seen 
the murderer df her Idmeyiteii unole ; 
and circumstances had occurred to- heh- 
der it not unlikdy ttiat the same terJ 
rible assassin had waylaid Mr. Fd^ni^ 
more, and was now tracking her<)wn 
footsteps ! A dreadful mystery seemed 
to hang over ber fate. In vain did- s^ 
endeavour to find some clue to ttiese 
dark transactions. Major Hey wai^disfld 
been the most inoffensive of men ; she 
herself had no enemy, and why sht>alcl 
she^ now an unprotected and penny leaa 
orphan, be thus persecuted ? T%i^ 
thoughts tormented her already agitatdl 
mind, and drove sleep from her pillou^,*' 
Miss Pendleton occupied a tent, omk^ 

taining 



taim^'berotvn'bed andftfaat^offa negro 
maid^seFvant. Mr. Mountford's negro 
train were aceustomed to speiid their 
dreniogs in those festivities to which 
the whole of that imreleas^ raae are so 
much tidiiieted. They had now. ooUect- 
edia gt^eat pile of logs/ whose biaze iiiu- 
miaated tbecainping^groundyand threw 
^ vhrillmiit >glare for 06inei distance ' into 
the'suivounding forest. A grey-chaired 
fiddler, whose musical abHities^faad con- 
ttftnited to the ammsetrient'df teveral 
saocessiv'e generations tif the Motmbfeeds 
--*%ii{te and black-^sat «in.a Ic^^ scra- 
ping his merry violin, while his sable 
eofnrades danced on the green. « Happy 
initbe abscnceiof idl care, tod under the 
pKot^etion of an induigeot :ma8ter, who 
had grown mp fvom diildhood among 
tham; and w$& endeared to Uiem by the 
ties? of lonig' association, and- the inter- 
change i of kfndMsses,; known only to 
tl«ie*«b(l^iB»(a(^aaintdd wHbthe reh- 
:..: J I S tion 
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tion of master and servant, these tfaou^^ 
less beings gave themselves up aatirefy 
to merriment. They had no jM'oper^r 
to care for, no want to supply, no peril 
in anticipation to excite their fearer no 
speculation in their eye to poison the 
enjoyment of the present moment; and 
although undergoing the fatigtte oS a 
toilsome march; their eyeballs glistenje^ 
their sable cheeks shone, and their snowi 
white teeth became visible, at the feat 
note of the fiddle. Seated in a mnde 
round the blazing log- heap, they ate 
their rations, told merry tales of ^* Qld 
Virginny," and then joining in the daM^ 
capered with as much vigour and agilltjr 
as if their whole bodies were made ttpM 
springs and muscles, while streams lof 
perspiration rolled from their shining 
visages. At length that part of the ac^ 
companiment, to which, not beingv« 
musician, I am unt^ble to give a scientific 
Italmn name, but which .-consists in ee^ 

tain 
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tain drowgy nbdSf and comfortable mpn, 
on the part of the artist, interpolated 
bftwe^fi the tunes, and spireading off 
like the shading of a picture, so as to 
mingle hisensibly with the brighter and 
gayer parts of the performance, began 
ta* preponderate; tlie heavy eyelids of 
the musician were raised less frequently 
and. with a duller motion; the elbow 
Iwt its elasticity ; the sable belles crawled 
awsay one by one to their pallets, and 
the hilarity of the night died away into 
aiprplbund dlence. 

vi Our heroine, however, did not share 
Ae contagious drowsiness. She remain- 
^ in a feverish state of excitemmit, 
Mfnet^mes wrapped for a few moments 
ki abrtracted thought, as ruminating on 
^ pi»t, and sometimes endeavouring 
to^ banish reflection, by listening with an 
^r acutely alive to the slightest sound. 
As^ the vodferous notes g[ merrinmit 
died dway, oth^ tones, more congeni^ 

1 8 with 
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witib h<»r ihinie of mind, invaded the si- 
lence of the nighb The atoiosphete wm 
dear, and chill ; not a breath^ shook the 
treed or disturbed the repose of the vuL. 
ley; the murmoFing ^ of the* iifrulet» 
scarcely perceptible during the day, ni^Fw 
fell distinctly and pleasantly on the eav-; 
an occpsionai and distant tinkling was 
heard, at intervals, from the bells at- 
tached ' to the^ cattle ' arfd the cairlam* 
horses^ *•• The wolPs long- Howlv** rever- 
berating from- cltif (x> cliff, wais ansWeF^ 
by the bark of the travellers' dogs; biit 
even these sounds ceased^ when the 
feitbful animals: sought/'epose' by- tbei^ 
masters' sides. The owl hooted frofn her 
solitary den ; and once^ w^hen every ether 
voice was hushed, and nature seemed fo 
repose in deathlike stillness, a huge tvte, 
probably a majesliic pine, which- had 
braved the ipountein- storm for ages^ fM 
to the ground with, a terrific crash> whieb 
re-^edioed from roek to rock^ and- fi^Mi 

one 
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one caicerp to another, rolling along the 
valley. Hke the prolonged rdfterations of 
thunder, or a continuous discharge of ar- 
tillery. Tl^ scared owl shouted in alarm 
•^-^the dogs rushed howling from their 
heds-^the wolf renewed his savage com* 
plaint, and again all was silent. 

Miss. Pendleton, exhausted. by a va«- 

r|i?ty . of contending emotions, at last 

awik into a feverish slumber, from which 

$be was awakened t^ a slight noise. She 

raised her head, and the strong lights 

still brightly reflected from the expiring 

Sxes upon the white canvas, enabled her 

tO' see distinct^ly the figure of a man at 

the entrance of the tent ; his head-— that 

dreadful head, so strongly pictured upon 

her memory — ^already protruded within 

the opening, and one hand, which grasp- 

ed a knife, was employed in cutting a 

number of strong cords, by which the 

entrance was closed. She uttered a loud 

scream, but the villain, nothing daunted, 

I 4 continued 
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continued his efforts, cutting and tear« 
ing the slight obstacles, with a violence 
which showed a determination to ac» 
coroplish his dreadful purpose at all 
hazards. Accident, aided perhaps by 
the confusion of guilt, delayed him for 
a moment; his feet became entangled 
in some harness carelessly thrown befoi^e 
the tent : the screams of Virginia roused 
the watch-dogs ; Mr. Mountford seized 
his pistols, and hastened to her relicff, 
while the foiled assassin hastily retreat- 
ed, leaping nimbly over every obstacle, 
pushing aside the bushes with gigantic 
strength, and disappearing in the gloom 
of the forest. 
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CHAP. XI. 



Two days after the occurrence of the 
events detailed in the last chaper, the 
inhabitants of the little village of Stan- 
ford, in Lincoln county, Kentucky, were 
surprised by the appearance, in their 
streets, of a singular group of travellers. 
Although emigrants of various descrip- 
tions were continually passing through 
this place to the newer settlements, ly- 
ing still farther to the west, there was 
something about this party which at- 
tructed universal attention. The leader 
of the cavalcade was the ferocious indi- 
vidual, who has already been more than 
once brought under the notice of the 

I 5 reader : 



reader : he was, as before, bare-headed, 
and carried on his shoulder a long rifle, 
while his belt supported* two knives^ a 
pistol, and a tomahawk : without turn- 
ing to the right or left, and scarcely ap- 
pearing to notice objects around him, he 
moved forward, along the middle of the 
street, with a firm and rapid step, and 
an air of audacious defiance ; yet a dese 
observer might have noticed, that al- 
though he neither turned his head, nor 
seemed to regard those who passed ii6ar 
him, his fierce eye rolled rapidly froini 
side to side with suspicious watchfol- 
ness : behind him followed three women, 
two of whom were sunburnt, coiiiw, 
and wretchedly attired, and the other 
somewhat more delicate, and better 
dressed. The females led two botflies, 
almost broken down with fktlgue, bn 
whose backs were packed a (ew cooking 
utensil«, an axe, several gun's, some 
blankets, and a sm^l quantity of pl<6V!- 

sions. 
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fiKfDQu Tlnree or four tHdf^nafc^ cbil- 
^wen^ wildf saUoi«;» and huQgry4oQkuig» ^ 
with &mall fierce ^yes, glancing timidly 
abonti' folk)wed next ; and lastly came n 
QM9» unaller ip siee than bicn who led 
the party, but BimUarly armed, haying 
the ssuow suspicious exterior, and a coun«- 
tenance equally fierce and sinister. The 
deportment of all the individuals of this 
company was that of persons -who con- 
aidered themaelves in a hostile or an 
aU?n country, and who, accustomed to 
^e afiprebensioti of danger, stood ready 
$9:ev4dp by fiigbt^or resist e^o to death, 
any assault which might bet made on 
them. Eii^en tb^ir dog, a thieviah-look- 
tng cur, jreseptibling a wolf in looks and 
aotion, stcde along with a stealthy tread, 
bia^toildcooped, and his malignant eye 
wpwliog watch£uUy around. Their de- 
tj^jDainatiop seemed to be to proceed ra- 
pttily on without halting; but when 
tb^ had passpd the most populous part 
. -. . J 1 6 of 



of the vUlagi^, and bad nearly reacbeditof . 
faither limit, they stopped^ apparentljr 
fqr the purpose of pfocHringMmeartiole 
of whiah they stood in need : the leader- 
proceeded to a small shop, while the nat^ 
of the party stood in the middJe c€. the 
road, exposed to the burning rays of tbe-. 
sun, and showing no. inclinatkm eitlMr- 
to seek shelter, or to bold interoourst:* 
with the inhabitants. . .tr 

At this moment a different scene wm^ 
presented in the other end of the villagti'ii 

A horseman, mounted on a foMning.i 
steed, covered with dust, came spurring.: 
in at full speed, and dismounted at the 
house of one of the principal inhafai*» 
tants, who was also a magistrate. He' 
bad brpught tidings of the murder ohkk 
mitted in the mountains, and bad traoed 
the supposed perpetrators to this {dace. 
Without disclosing his business to any 
other person, he sought a private interr 
vie^ wkh the magistrate ; and in a few 

minutes 



minutes a pba wm preparedfor the ar- 
rest? of )tbe suspected persons. Intelli** 
genoe was secretly and rapidly passed 
from house to house, and the hardy vil- 
]ag/sn, aocostomed to arm hastily for 
wm; sallied forth with their rifles and 
tofinihawks, and dividing themselves in- 
to ^small parties, came so suddenly upon 
the^^supposed murderers, that it was 
equally impossible for them to resist or 
escape. They expressed neither sur- 
prise nor fear, neither the shame of guilt, 
nor the courage of ccmsdous innocence^ 
btft gubmitted to their captors in sullen 
insolence. Some articles ware found in 
thcdr possession, and a variety of facts 
proved, which rendered their guilt so 
probable, as to justify their commitment 
for liirther exathination. 

At that early period in the history of 
our country, jails were neither abun- 
dant, nor particularly well adapted for 
the safe keeping of prisoners. There 

was 



was ' none at Staniprd/ and it became 
necessary to s«i4 tfae.culprit&'to Dan- 
viUe, ivhere A wholesome' instittition 'O^ 
tMs kind had been provided: The meet 
were theiefore placed under the cbaiqgie 
of a party of amed citizekis^ and marched 
oflP^ while the women and: children, who 
wen^e left at liberty^ followed at thdr 
leisure. The escort rested that night 
at the house of a farmer, a comfortiride 
log cabin, in one apartoient of wbicli 
the prisoners, securely tied, were plaqed* 
under the ohargeoC two sentinels, whill^ 
the cest of thf guard threwj tbemselsres 
down to repose, on the floor of tk^ 
same room. Here I must introduoe a 
new character, who came on the soeois 
at this place; 

Hercules Short, or, as be was more 
frequently called. Hark Short, was the 
only son of a poor widow, whose miser* 
able cottage stood on the borders of m 
extensive swamp in North Carolina. 

It 



It' was a wretched abode, connlsiiang of 
a single apartiivent;' ptentifiilly* supplied 
witbiorevioed, which admitved the light 
ofhMv^n, and gavefi^e access to the 
balmy airs of spring, aa well as the rude 
biasta of winter^' tOn (hree sides it was 
ssmtounded by r range of barren ridges^ 
0»Ter6d U^ith a stinted growth of ^incr- 
gr^ens. In front wa^ a dismal swamp, 
fiH^*i with huge trees, whose gr^at 
trimks supportetl a dense canopy of fo- 
liage, which excluded the rays of the 
sun ^ from the gloomy mass of turbid 
Waters that Oovcffed the earth. An iin« 
dergrowth Qf tail weeds and rank grass, 
rf^urisiied by the fertilizing ooze, but 
deprived of the light and warmth of tUVQ 
^tinbeam, shot up into a sickly and 
ir§{)s)6al Idxiiriance. Here the mo- 
castn^^nake might be seen gliding over 
the lt>ot6 of the todancholy cypress^ or 
^Xpteing hia' loathsome form on the d«- 
ttyifli; tmiik of a ftllen tree. Here the 

tuneful 



tuneful frogs held nightly concerts^ as- 
tonishing the hearer by the loudness 
and variety, if not by the melody, of 
their voices. This, too, was the favou- 
rite haunt of that musical and valiant 
insect, the musquito, whose thirst for 
human blood is so distres^ng to all pet- 
sons of tender feelings. The bear, too, 
loved to wander and repose in these so: 
litudes, wading with delight among the 
flags and rushes of the ponds, in search 
of tender buds, or snoring securely ia 
the hollow of a tree, where the sound 
of a human footstep never disturbed his 
pleasant slumbers. His neighbour, the 
owl, sometimes kept bad hours, screech-? 
ing her untimely song at mid-day, when 
aU discreet brutes should be sleeping4 
but this, he had learned to consider as a 
pleasant serenade* Other innocept an4 
playful animals tenanted these shade^i 
but the spectator, who should have yi- 
sited them at an hour while the sun was 

above 
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above the horizon, would scarcely hdTe 
believed that any living thing existed 
here. All around him would be mo- 
tionless and silent. Even tlie humid 
atmosphere seemed here to have lost its 
elasticity and power of circulation. One 
imiibated being alone might occasionally 
be seen, winding his way through the 
morass, with the stealthy tread of the 
midnight prowler. It was a youth, 
whose slender and emadated form, of 
dwarfish height, seemed a living perso- 
nification of hunger. His diminutive 
skeleton was covered with a skin sal* 
lowed by the humid damps, and em- 
browned by exposure. His gait was 
slow, from caution as well as from in- 
ddlence. His features were stolid, and 
the muscles of his face as immovable as 
if nature had denied them the power of 
expressing passion or emotion. A small 
grey eye alone, moving warily in its 
socket, and continually glancing from 

side 
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side to side, with the watchfulness of 
apprAension, indicated the existence of 
feelings common to the btiman animal. 
He was bare-headed and bare-footed; 
his tangled hair seemed never tc^ have 
known the discipline of d comb; while 
his coarse and torn garments, which 
certainly performed no useful or agree*- 
able office in relation to the comfort of 
his body, might have' been worn in de- 
ference to the customs of his species ; and 
this was probably the only instance in 
which he complied so far with the pre- 
judices of society, as to identify himself 
as a member of the human familv. 

This promising young gentleman was 
Mr. Hark Short, the boy of the swamp, 
and the heir of the pleasant cabin deacri^ 
bed above. His father had, from ne^ 
cessity or choice, found it convetiient td 
select a retired country residence ; and 
after his demise, the widow, whose love 
of solitude seemed congenial with that 

of 
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4}f her lordy eontinuediioriohidUit thefii* 

mily tmiiisioD* The earlksti ^»Iil0(^ 

w&entoS^onnihefm wna to;g»thei; for Im 

mother the pine«'kjEiojl:3^ mrhifb i>ot onljr 

oon$tttute)tbe fuel, of tfalit countiry^ bat 

are the moat fashiooabfe SAib$ititutesi . &^ 

spermaceti caodks ; fais. fiifit amusf meojt 

m life wadrt^.^spear frogs ai^l rob .birdaV 

neste* His ambition* boweveri soop 

rose 9bove ttevse humble puramts; and 

Jbefore:fae was twelve years oldy he took 

to killing snakes, hunting opossums^ 

catching fi^* and finding wild pigs in 

the woods. His |»»ctioe 'm relation to 

pi^ was' a littJe. Kenoark(»ble« Tbe^&i)^ 

-mers - in that: country suflfer tbeir hogs 

to ran at large in. I^e woods, paying 

them UtUe attention, excepts that of 

madiing the ears of each generation! of 

pigs while in their infancy, sotbat eaoh 

"owner/may be able to /distinguish hi3 

property. Ch^n friend Hark, well awM!^ 

itiC 'thisi pmetaoe^ and o£' the case vsAtik 

which 
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whkh the farmers perforaied it» when* 
ever an ineresse in their swinish ikmilies 
rendered it expedi^it, reasoned plausibly 
enough, that every pig which was not 
marked must be common property, or, 
as be expressed it, a wild varment, sub* 
ject to be converted to the individual 
use of any one who should first appro* 
priate it to himself. Whether he in^ 
ierred this doctrine from the principles 
of natural law, or practised it as an in« 
stinct, is not important, and could not 
now be precisely ascertained. We deal 
€m\y in facts, and the truth is, that al-* 
though Hark never acquired a pig either 
by descent or purchase, he made it a 
rule to place his own mark in the ear cf* 
every juvenile animal of this spedes 
which he found running unmarked in 
the woods. Whenever the maternal 
care of a female swine, wildo* or more 
cunning than usual, induced her to hide 
her litter in some unfrequented coveit 

of 



of the woocbs or in some solitary islet of 
the fiwampi inaeGesnble to the ownef^s 
search, or when any unfortunate orpfaaB 
strayed from the herd aod escaped the 
owner's eye. Hark was sure to find theoi* 
His dexterity in accompliriung this feat 
was remarkaUe. He would lie at the 
root of a tree watching a herd for hours; 
but no sooner were the grunters nestled 
in their beds of leaves, than Hark com- 
menoed operations, crawling towards 
ttiem with a noiseless and almost imper* 
c»ptible motion, until he could place his 
remorseless hand upon an innocent pig^ 
who never dreamt of being marked» 
until the knife was at its ear, while the 
led hand of the dexterous Hark grasped 
the snout with such skill as to stifle, the 
cries of the affrighted animal A whole 
litter would thus pass through, his hands 
'm, the course of a short time. 
( If any should he so squeamish a^ to 
oigeetto the propriety of this mode of 

gaining 
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gaining a liveKbood, we most urge in 
ita€Xtei)imtioii^ tlie samevpology whidi 
is ^conskieiiedas' sufficient in most of the 
odBnary^tnmsactionirof life, and especi- 
ally in referenee to its pecuniary con- 
cbms^that of hecesMty. Hark had bem 
ndi^d ' a^^gentleman^-^that. Is to say, he 
had never been taogl^'to work ;^ lie bad 
no [fancy for agricultural pursuits, 'and 
the barren sands around his mother'a 
calwi" were, ill suited to that employ- 
mieiit« He therefore nJeeeesarily resorted 
to the 'woods -for a support, -where he 
sometisnee shot a dei^ ; but although' he 
bimdled a rifle well, be disliked its uae;' 
the laibbur of carrying the weapon was. 
irksome to one of his gaitlemanly da* 
tore, and. tbe^noise of its neport particu*) 
larly unoongenial with his habits of pri» 
vacy, Mid meditative turn of mind^i 
Besides, gunpowder. and lead cost oiqh- 
ney, wbicb is not to be (Mticed up.«very^ 
day in the swanks oflioftii Carotma^: 

and 



and Yfhy sfaQi}}d not mfirkii^ a pig^ be 
considered as respeeteble as .gamblinf^ or 
as honest as qveireacbing a neighbour 
in a bargain ? Hark could see no diffe- 
rence. He knew little, of . equrscTf of 
motalitijr.; but an ifituitive' greatness of 
miAd indneed. biiii> early in life^^ to adopt 
the ' ^Mgmnimous rule of the Spartan, 
ndiicb attached no sham^ to any act, 
exG^t that of dmtug it so aiykwardly as 
to be detected. Hark bad no ambition 
t» nciake a npite/intbe; world, but on 
theconttwy, sblTjUnk habitually from ob- 
senratioki,. and Courts the sodety of his 
oiwh.. thdi^hts.. ., Like many great men, 
he seemed to have discovered; that inge- 
nuity i:is a nobler • quality : th«[) brute 
fbmse, alid tluiit discretion is the better 
part of valoui:. . His mother's tfible, !there« 
fom^:was.toteraUy w^ll supplied with 
game, (cxHsststing ^itirdyof thet flesh of 
animals tHfAnehiibi^t' be i»kc;n without 
labouiv or ens&arcfd by art, In. the 

spring 
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Spring he caught fish, in the autotnn be 
shook the stupid opossum from the per- 
Simmon trees and pawpaw bushes, and 
during the rest of the year he took 
whatever chance threw in his way. 
Sometimes the weather was indem^it^ 
and nothing stirred in the woods but 
the creaking bough or liie trembling 
leaf; and sometimes Hark, who, Kiev 
other persons of genius, had his daA 
days of despondency and lassitude, ww 
disinclined to hunt, and he and cbmae 
Short were reduced to short allowanea 
But they were used to this, and it ww 
marvellous to see witb what resignation 
they could starve. They poliriwd the 
bones which they had picked befon^ 
and when this resource was exhaustect 
passed whole days without- Mtiiig ; the 
good wife croaking over the £re with .<a 
short black pipe in her mouth, uaA HwA 
nestling in his pallet, like some ^byber* 
nating animal, who sleeps away 4he:lo^ 
months of winter. 

Solitary 



Solitary aa was the life of Hark, it 
was not passed without amusement 
£very intelligent mind is apt to beoome 
addicted to some pursuit, which soon 
grows into a master pasrion of the soul ; 
a»d although we can hardly conceive 
that the practice of cruelty could ever 
aiffinrd ei^yment, yet, strange as it may 
seem» it is no less true, that destructive* 
Mw has been strongly developed in men 
of the most magnanimous souls. From 
Vioirod, the ^ mighty hunter,'' down to 
Blaok Hawk, the Sac warrbr, the mag- 
nates <>f the earth have ever taken great 
del^ht in kilMng animals, and cutting 
the throats <^ their fellow-men. Setting 
down this remarkable thirst for blood 
as one of the undoubted attributes of 
h%h ambition, we see no reason why 
Haric should not be ranked with '' Ma- 
QBdoiiiMi nxiteian and the Swede.'' The 
hMbof his gaiius lay particul«*ly to* 
wwda tiie IdlfiDg of reptiles: with a 
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slight spear^ fi>rmed of » pointed stK^, 
or slender canei be would sit fof^bcmiv 
by a pon4^ tvansfixiog every f rpg W;bi<lbi 
^bowed it6 head above the sqrfaee of tbe 
water, or, with a great switeh in his 
hand, lie in w^t for Uzarids by the de- 
caying trunk of some great fallep tiiee* 
But his soul panted for higher ex^cHfts 
than these. He entertained a sp^al anti- 
pathy for snakes, and like Hanniba]«\i^w* 
ed eternal c^wiity against the whei^e rac^. 
Nothing delighted him so mucii as to 
encounter a serpent; no matter to wbtjt 
variety it bel(»iged-^the intrepid rattle- 
snake» the lurking copper-head, the in- 
sidious viper, or the harmlesa b)aek«- 
make-— -he no soc»iar beheld his enemy, 
tbau he prepared for battle with tbe 
cng^ness of m amateur, and Ui^ dott 
of ayi experieneed gkidi9tpr* A. mfMitM 
hatred flashed iroQi bis eye, ^d kis 
si^l^by visi^pe^Ausbed with a cbiy^lyOM^ 

intKpidity, assumed an umv«abe4 v»^ 

mation. 



mAtJon. His mode of proeeedinrg ori 
Mtkh oceasiAns warf a )iMle sinj^ar ; for, 
etfter ib show hicr coEitetnpt ftnr th^ rep« 
ttie^ or h\9 indiSertnte to Smtger, or 
faeeansehe t)ioQght^>the nioitv8mptu<* 
nUt plan of bruuikig his u&nrsatty*g head, 
he 'm^aijabty jimiped upon the cnrwKng 
amhh^ with both his feet, and irennpied 
it ta* death. 

The wbrM went qcitetly ak>n^ with 
Hark nntH* he approached hh eigfate«ith 
year, when several mitbwavd ev^iits oc^ 
eurred to mm bis feHdity. In childhood 
he had been ah honest boy, witba cha* 
raeter perfectly unUeinS^hed, dxcept by 
eertain itftle rmpropriettes, such as suck* 
iftg eggs, or ini>king the neighimtrs' 
eowa; when he found them grasing in 
the swamps; and it wa^ thought that the 
undbe sereritj of the farmers, in flog- 
ging faifA for these fittle fraiHies of his 
nutare, oai:rins^bim ta gifow up with the 
sUy Attdrnnsatttbropiebafaits, for whidi 

k2 he 
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he was bo remarkaUe. But as he he* 
catne older, his hurge herd * of swine be* 
gan to attract attentimi; the fiomersi 
who b^eved in the adage of the mil 
law, partus sequitur, ^c. which means 
in plain English, that the offspring be» 
long to the owner of the mother, began 
to complain that the descendants of their 
hogs were passing frequaitlj into tbe 
possession of Hark, the snake^killw , and 
threatened him with the vi^tation of 
Lynch's law. Indeed, it is rumoured 
that he was actually arraigned before a 
tribunal exerdsing this impartial juris* 
diction ; but as there is no report of the 
case, we suppose the allegation to be 
slanderous. Dangers, however, were 
thidcening around him ; he now spent 
all of his days in the deepest reoeaseat of 
the swamp, and grew so wild, that when^' 
ever he heard the tramp of a horse, or 
the crack of a rifle, he crept into some 
hollow tree, or bounded away withthie 

cauticm 
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eMitkm of a startled fox. The &ar of 
IjyndL's kw was cantinuoUy before his 
Byw, iuid be would ratiier have crawled 
into a. den o£ ratUesnakes, than baire 
shewn his fkre in the neigfaboaring set* 
^ekimt* . 

iifiiit the longest lane will have a torn* 
11^^ taid the time was arrived when the 
dttstiny of Hark was to be materially 
dHBiged. One night, on returning home^ 
he found his mother expiring. He 
irottld have gone in search of a {Aysi^ 
dan^ but she knew that the hand of 
death was upon her, and charged him 
Mt to leave her bedside. He lighted 
some pine knots, and as the Uaze il. 
kmed the dieerless cabin, gassed in sto- 
pified woikler at the pale and distorted 
featuMSt of her who had been bis sok 
imnpanaon through Hfe. . She was the 
only human bdng who had ever treated 
hka with kindness. He had not been 
tanght obefcyiaiee by precept or example^ 

K S but 



faHtrlMd scffved and sitppmrfced'htn^finmi 
Aiit kksi of iniikuietr wUcb indiKscsiam? 
mak.te omgott togethar»fer EDotuBL^^Efe» 
teoklon, or to foUow ;the faand fthat feeds 
thtnii Bl]ial;0d a&lus fi^diagft jvera by 
his habits of life, he discovered tfogt tibt 
firsl} tHBean emotkn .of tmdenidts si«eU* 
B^g at hk heart. He watehad fiir kqwni 
in sikufi, the ciqaining it^>er of aaatti^ 
eaoa ITxMiblie to rendet aiiy^ asai^lpBMB^ { 
and umdcfliad in tiaasetendsr ama i a itiag 
whidi soothe ih» pflioar taf dnaasiev he 
fAt how helpless and how hopele»:ni 
the smeir >of hiiQ whoi .watches aMe 
in i^ chainhM' of de^, awaking Mie 
^pvture of the aoulof a bekxviied iok- 
jeet, whoae fljgkt he cannot airest nor 
xetaid. At length, when hepbrealhteg 
kesame kidktinnt, he leaned omr the 
gha^yform, and scdaked in hnikq»ao- 
eenls*-^^ Mother, don^w.don!t did<r 
The djuig woman reo^(gniasd tiie^ voMe 
of her sen; ahe turned hae^nw to wpMk 

- 4» him^- 
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htm*^^ gUam of Btateiiml 'tendemew 
fttased over ber &oe, and in the next 
wabaxBttt her spirit passed from life to 
etemify« 

Herk» ivho was naturally supersti- 

tious^ ivDuM now have fled from the 

hoiiee of deaths but a deeettt sense of 

fsoprsety ocsfandned bim^ iumI senewii^ 

tfafe blaze upon his now soUtmrjr hearth, 

be SBt "viith his fiuae buried in his hands, 

l^ing unrestrained vent to his wonam^. 

theae were new feelings, and, like all 

sudden impulses, tbey were evancsaent 

Qfief soon exhausted itself, and ^ when 

day dawned, and the beamsof tl^ scm 

b^an to dissipate the mists that hun^ 

o^ver bis dwelling, his wonted habits re- 

fiinied their emf^e. The eventa of 

tfait day need not be told The fdik) w- 

big Tki^aA ihe mopn shone brightly* A 

iHHiteiv 1^^ luifl striked far frpm hooie 

in seasch \ai game, ceturaing nM a late 

ha^r^ diaooveved the dimimitmre fimpn of 

x; 4 Hark, 
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Hark, perched on the summit of a 80i«H 
knoll, not far from the cabin of the latt 
widow. He sat motionless^ with im 
head resting on his hand» unconscious of 
the hunter's approach. The latter, who 
knew the wary habits of the boy, was 
surprised at his remaining thus motion* 
lesis, and. supposing he was hurt, or had 
ftllen asleep, drew near with a friendfy 
intent to awaken or assist him ; but the 
sound of his approaching footsteps sooii 
broke the reverie of Hark, who na 
sooner becao^ aware of being observed, 
than he started up, and after a oautious 
^nce around, instantly fled in tenor 
from the spot. 

The astonished hunter, on examining 
found that the boy had been sitting by 
a newly-made grave, ov^ which the 
moist earth had been just closed. The 
spade lay there, with the fresh soil stitt 
dinging to the Uade. Alone, and by 
moonlight, this singular being had per* 

formed 
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formed the melancholy rite of sepulture. 
On the following morning, some of the 
neighbours visited the cabin by the 
swamp, but found it deserted ; nor was 
Hark ever seen again in that vicinity. 
Sometimes the hunter, when entangled 
in the mazes of that wild morass, fan- 
cied he heard a sound like that of a man 
striking his feet rapidly on the ground, 
and it was said that the form of Hark, 
Ifae snake-killer, was seen gliding quiets 
If over the turbid pools. But his fate 
remained unknown ; whether in his so- 
litary wanderings he had been stung to 
death by some venomous reptile, or 
sunk in a quagmire, or whether the 
Evil One, who seenied to have long 
since marked him for his prey, had car- 
ried him off, none could conjecture. It 
is said that a variety of noxious animals 
took possession of the deserted cabin, as 
if in triumph over their persecutor ; and 
when it was visited long afterwards, it 

K 5 was 
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was sufs^unded by a sank goowth of 
weeds, and tbe entrafiee choked with 
thorns and briers^; a she-wolf had (iki. 
den her litter under the ruins of the 
chimney, a nuaieroua colony of rattle- 
snake(» coiled their loathsome forms be* 
neath the dilajddated floor ; and the roof 
afibrded a congenial scditude to the bat: 
from t|ie hidk)^ of a blasted tree beid 
by, the owl shouted a savage note of ex- 
uhatkn) ; s^ a thousand voices mnmig 
out of the green and stagnant pocd^ 
proclaimed that the tenants of tie swaoyp 
had inereased in numl)e? and securil^J 
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CHAP. XII. 



CkWTAARY to all the eoi^jectuve^ which 
bad .been fbrmed cespectiBg biai» Hark 
Shof t^ the 8nake-ikiller» waa still in tb0 
^nd iof the living. Sobiq months after 
bie diaappea«9io& fimn |;h0 place of hia 
nativity, be preaentied himself, nearly 
Bftked^ and alqioM starved, at the house 
of a 'ftrmes in Kentu^y, where he was 
neoeivecl, in eonformi1r)r with the ho^i* 
tflble uaagea ^ that country, without 
nvpicien or qaest^ofi : it was $»ough 
tbat be ym$ dssfcitttfi& ai^d a. atranger. 
He was fed aji4' dothed, and QOQtinued 
to. lii^ev about tbo heosiSi wandeeirig 
.eff! in the daytiine ta the woods to 
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bant or kill snakes, and creqmig quiet* 
ly into the calnn at nigbt» where be 
nestled in a blanket upon the beartb, 
with his feet to the fire. When eaUed 
upon to assist in any of the labour^ of 
the farm, he complied with the naoat 
evident distaste. He could not handle 
any farming implements but the hoe 
nhd axe, and these but awkwardly ; and 
evinced a thorough dislike against all 
domestic animals. If sent to ride a 
horse to water, or lead him toihe atabk^ 
he was sure to pinch or prick the crea- 
tqre with a thorn, until those whida 
were most sagackms and spirited, letoned 
to show their antipathy for theisnltidkyi 
boy, by laying back their eais:i;i(heDeKC 
he approached. In short, be oould ! do 
nothing useful, except to hunt raoebom 
and opossums, or to assist the faimer Ja 
catdiing his half-wild hogs^ which, asin 
idl new countries, ran at large in the 
woods. On occasbna like the latter, lua 

. . exploits 



exploits wa« tke subjects of wonder 
mid merriniMt. It seemed to afford 
bfin an honest pride, to exhibit a genius 
superior to that of the swiftish oialti* 
tudfe. He was an overmatch for tiie 
fiercest and most bulky of these ani- 
mals ; evindhg dearly, in bis triiimphsi 
the vast disparity between intellect and 
instinct. 

Having selected the object on which 
to exercise his dexterity, he would lie 
for hours coiled upon a log, until his vio* 
tisn approached, or would drag his body 
airaig the ground towards it, so slowly 
that the motion was imperceptible, and- 
attlaist, springing upon its back, seise the 
bsistfes with his left hand, and press his 
heels into its flanks, dinging with so 
iinn a grasp, that the enraged Mima) 
oould Timthet assail nor dislodge hhu, 
until he.brooght his prey to the ground 
by passing his knife into its throat. If 
he faHed to alight on its becfc^ or if his* 

position 
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posttkm was unfinrDunUe &m Has ex^ 
fU^: hfi scisecb one bf fbe kkMfer Mnitai 
and wben the ankxttl lytppeneB to^lM 
liige and Mongf it would dart Btway on 
tinsee. k^ dragging the light form of 
Hark npidljr Of er the dned leavB^ aad 
Mqq timber* But it wa9 itiqK)Sfiihle;te 
9hfJc^him<tf; in vain did the enragfid 
swine dash through the closest tfaidieiES^ 
or {iliinge iotp the miry swamps» - Hari^ 
ifttaiaed h^ l^old^ until the iog^ and 
mw isaiM to hit follfif. These .ftate 
flttnedUn apulaiias. .and seiideied UiB 
sfvaet^ tpleiatile/ te those ifhn wtmU 
olA«rwiae.h«miii0dQidisgnatad.m his 
miio6i»l tenpeF and uiipiQiaU^ htddta. 
Tbe mj^ bfute that he could- <?»dme 
1C98 tb^ ^^; av^ tUese he at first 
vgmfA w^ «»anifest aym|iilaB)3 of re- 
pngpiaeoe; hut aftev mtaessiag Ibsir 
gond qtwUtias in catching* img^ aad 
^pntii^ lie adottiiAed tkat if dqgs wispld 
QQl fatudb tibiQr might he inade very U8»- 

There 
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Theie was <me icdaeming quality in 
tke oondneti of ^ns iBHigukur beiag^ 
wfakh was/ fcndbess for dlttldUaa. - He 
famd'isMer tuittt now assockted ivitk any 
of tb& hamaa face but his meHami 'cf 
men 1^ had a» inaiindtHoe dreads «nd 
saiimed te fa^ the i^tisole bratft ciae^ 
tihn. ; towards children likme 'did 'he 
esuiea a shoin af Idndnaas. ' It wte a 
kfaidnets iidiidi display^ itself m nute 
md ahnost negative actaens^ lik^ thht ef 
Use fidlhfid dog» who imfadies the ptejrv 
lAg infimt wi% a oomplf|eeiit e3fc^ ted 
suffiars it to aport with his paws and 
teetl^ to puU his ears,' and avian to tarn 
Bttenfthini^ wiliboiit the kast show ofaa* 
sailtaEi^jit. 

-^ It «as to iha bente of tii^. &nnsr, 
with wl^ Hflds had finii^ a t0xlpe4 
aary home» tkat th^ piisetiera take& at 
StanCmi wem hcdi^kt» mt the eveaioDg 
suoeeediBg ti^eito aires*. Gto <their :^- 
pso^iht'tha faDy» wha Wb ifi a eerner^'osi 

his 
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his accustomed nioody silence, was %be 
first to bear the tramp of hoi^ses. With* 
out speaking to anybody, he rose, stole 
cautiously out, and under the shade of 
an out-house, watched the dismduQlir^ 
horseAien. With his usual stealthy ha- 
bits, he continued to linger about, lis- 
tening to all the conversation he coald 
catch, without making his appearance. 
At last, as if satisfied that no immedi- 
ate danger threatened his own safety, he 
entered the room in which the ptisonm'a 
had been lodged, veiling his constitu- 
tional fear of strangers under an msu- 
med apathy of countenance, or mily be- 
traying it by an occasional wild and ti- 
mid glance, like that of tlie wolf, who, 
crmiching in his den, listens to the dis- 
tant hayings of the hunters' dogs. 

After a little while, the men who 
guarded the prisoners left the aimrtment 
—some to take care of their horses» and 
odiers sauntering around the house, so 

as 
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as ^ill to be near enough to prevent the 
possibility o£ their prisoners' escape. 
The latter sat upon a. bench, with their 
fidet bound tc^ether, and their arms 
strongly {Hnioiuod bdiUid them, while 
Hark oontintted immovable in his cos* 
netp until one of the men, in a coarse 
twie, asked him for a drink of water. 

The boy arose, and, as if determined 
to profit by the opportunity which thus 
presented itself, of indulging his curi<* 
osity without hazard, presented a gourd 
of water with one hand, while he held 
a candle with the other. 

The person to whose lips he held the 
cooling draught, who was the larger of 
the two felons, looked sternly at him ; 
their eyes met^^the boy seemed to re- 
coil, but the features of both thdr 
coimteoanees retained their impcnrturb- 
able apathy. 

*' Hark," said th6 man, in a low harsh 
voice, •* do you k»0w me ?" 

The 



The boy faedtated, m if afimd to reply. 

'< Put down thp ligfat," oontimied the 
man, ^ and sit near me.^ 

Hark obeyed* replaced the oandlei on 
a teUei and threw hinmelf oq the floor, 
aa if disposed to sleep, yet ao near Ae 
»an «s to hear him speak in a low tone. 

<M)iD you know nie?^ wpas again ftf- 
peated; 

•^'Nobody evet saw Big Havpe^ and 
net know him agdn/^ replied th^ killer 
of anakea. 

^f Irthat aU you know of rae?** 

" Well — I can't say«^D peticklar,^ 
feplied the boy, in evident enqibarrass- 
mes^ ; ^ I have heern tjBtll that your 
^en nacne was Mieajah,'' 

'* Did you nerer bear youv mother 
^)eak of me ?' 

^ Nb^^^in petioldar-'-i^as I know oC" 

'^ Where is she?" 

*^ MaoQDQy's dead.'^ 

Here a pause scnaoML 

« WiU 



** Will you do me a aeiFrkp ?'^ iwumed 

** Did you ever do any good to any^ 
body ?" asked Hark. 

M 'None of your businesa r seplied the 
mails fiercely, but still in the aame u»- 
devwtone; ^f how dare you speak to me 
that w^9 you itupid wretch ?" 

Hark edged a little fiirt^er oS, and 
gassed at the man with intense curiosity 
and few, while his limbs shook with 
trepidation. 

The felon sofioed to tUnk it neees- 
saiy to change l|is ground, and tiy the 
effiN^t of conciliation.-—^' And so your 
n^ther^s dead«-*rm sorry. Yon say dim 
i^irer apoke about ma?" 

" Not, in peticklar— — " 

'* But she said sometlung ; Fd like to 
know what it was." 

*' Mammy didn't know as you^d ever 
hear it" 

'' Then it was something bpd ?" 

" Not 
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'' Not in petieklar/' 

'^ Then you might as well tell me 
what it was.** 

*^ It would make you mad." 

*' No, it wouldn't— I don't mind wh^ 
women say, no how.** 

^' Well ; she said, if any body was to 
rake hell with a fine oomb^ they oould 
not find such a——" 

Here he hesitated. 

** Out with it, boy.** 

** Sich a tarnal villain.'' 

<< Was tlmt all?" inquired the man 
oooUy, and as if disappointed in not 
getting out some fact, which he was 
endeavouring to draw from his stupid 
companion. ^* IKd she say nothing 
more ?" 

•* Well— il don't know as she ever 
said any thing else, in peticklar." 

'^ Give me some more water," said 
Harpe : and as the boy hdd the gamrd 
to his Epsy instead of drinking, he whis- 
pered 
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pered something, in a hurried 8uthori« 
tative tone. 

Hark stepped back in surprise, and 
retreated across the room, much agi- 
tated. He then resumed his fbrmer 
position in the comer most distant from 
the prisoners, coiled himself up upon 
the floor, and appeared to sleep; and 
when the men composing the guard re- 
turned, every thing seemed quiet. 

As the night wore away, these hardy 
backwoodsmen continued to sit to a 
bte hour around the fire ; for although 
it was early in the autumn, the night 
was cool, and a cheerful blaze glowed 
on the hearth. They amused them* 
selves in conversing of their early homes 
from which they had emigrated — of the 
incidents connected with their jour- 
neys — ^and of their adventures in hunt- 
ingandwar. 

Th^se subjects are so interesting, as 
always to awaken attention; and they 

become 
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bMdttie pterHcularly so, vAnin discttssed 
by a race of men who are eloquent by 
hatore» and i^ak wi& a freedom of 
wntiment^ »id 'fluency of language, 
ivhich are not found in ariy odier people 
who use oiir dialect. 

At kst one of the hunters^ wrappmg 
a blanket abobt his* brawny fhiin^, 
thrdw hira^lf on the floor, aiid aodn 
slumbered witb a soundness which tbe 
bbd of down does not' cdwajrs afford ; an- 
other and another fotiowed his exanoipl^ 
dntil two only, who wire appointed ibr 
the pur(x>se, were left to keep watdi 
over the prisoners, for whom a pattet 
bad be^ made upon the floor. 

In the mean while. Hark had been 
lying in the comer unnoticed, and ap- 
parently fast asleep ; his eyes were do- 
sed, and those who might hahre looked 
towards him, would not have been aMe 
to discover, by the uncertain ligh^ that 
one eyefid was partiaHy xaise^ arid 

that, 



thmlk^ While eeetninj^ adedp* lie .9m 
«t;iU^nti¥6)y watdaiing all that patsed* 
He had idianged bis potition^ too, ubm 
observec^ and the pri^OMns faavkig beeii 
placed n09r the miA^ of the afmA 
apartix^nt» he vtaa hoUf lying neat 
tbeiQ%, At length one of the gmtrda 
tefb the veois^f and. the other tiae sittlag 
tfith hl^ hade towards the {uisoBen^ kM 
tatitly eiig^ged iri cleanirig the lock of 
hia rIBe. Hark now drew luiKiaelf §i* 
Iwtly along the floor^ .«ntil he rgkoed 
biaiself in contact with the pHUet of the 
captives ; then passing his hand rapidly 
under the blanket which covered them 
both, cut the thongs which bound their 
arms, placed the knife in the hand of 
the one nearest to him, and hastily re- 
sumed his former place in the corner. 

All this was the work of one minute ; 
and in another, the Harpes were on 
their feet, rushing towards the door, and 
the sentinels started up only in time to 

witness 
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witness thdr escape. The whole com- 
pany was instantly alarmed; men and 
dogs dashed into the surrounding thic- 
kets in eager pursuit, but the murderers 
eluded their skilful search, and the par- 
ty returned, dispirited and angry with 
each other. An animated dehate occur- 
red as to the cause of the disaster, but 
its real author was not suspected, until 
it was found that Hark was missing. In 
the oonfusion of the first alum he bad 
sUpped away, and was seen no more In 
that neighbourhood. 
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i CHAP. XIII. 

f 

i 

i SoMK of our readers are perhaps dis- 

It posed to throw this volume aside, in 
i didappointment at not finding in it any 
ii of those touching love-scenes, which 
constitute the charm of most novels. 
It will perhaps be said that the hero is 
the most insignificant character in the 
book, and the heroine not half so inte- 
resting as some of the other personages. 
This objection has been urged against 
some of the most delightful pictures in 
our language, but has not been found 
sufficient to prevent the circulation, or 
diminish the celebrity, of those admi- 
rable works. It has been said of Scott, 
^l VOL. I. L that 
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that he has made his heroes seoondaiy 
characters, while the highest powers of 
his mighty genius have been employcid 
upon those who play subordinate parts. 
We may admit the fact as stated, with- 
out by any nieans coneeding that it 
forms a valid ground of objection. We 
can see no reason for the assumption^ 
that the young getitlemaiH the story 
of whose love is interwoven with our 
tale, shouldi as a matter of couffse» be 
intruded up<^ the reader at every tum^ 
ing, or that ^11 the writer's best powers 
should be exhausted in embellishing 
hikn, who being already so attractive as 
to have made a deep impression on the 
heart of the heroine, ought to be, in all 
conscience, attractive enough for the 
rest of the world. Besides, we wish to 
be permitted to tell our story in our 
own way, and to pass our hero in 
silence, until we find him achievmg 
some adventure worthy of being tciA* 

As 



Ji$ fhf love niattei^ we hwe Iktle 
t99t^f» tbem, and ane amtent to leave 
them to be imagined btf our teat^l and 
s^ntimeiijlBl readera. 

If there be any lanho are disposed to 
liateo to a drjr detail of events, whieh 
itm necessary to exj^ain and oonneet the 
droaifistances whSch have been hinted 
at in this history, we shall introduce 
tham into a small Duteh tavern, oq tl|e 
frontiers of the aettled part of Peitn* 
sgrlvania. It was a stone house, 'built 
with an attention to solidity, which 
dkcm^ed that the [u*oprietor entertained 
the hope of transmitting it to his de- 
seendants. Qm the sign-board, which 
swiang conspicuously before the door, 
was painted the bust of a woman, with 
arms extended, and with a great suit of 
long hair, streaming like a birch broom 
<^wn her back, grasping a looking-glass 
iQfOnehand, and a bomb in the other; 
Dvjnle the lower extremity of the figure 

L 2 tapered 
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tapered off into something resembling 
the tail of a sea*serpent. Over this sin- 
gular representation was written — ^**th^' 
MAKE MADE,'' and Underneath — "By: 
Jacob Schultzhoover.**' The front door 
opened into a bar-room, in the centre of 
which was placed a large tin-plate stove, 
around whose heated sides was coUectefd 
a circle of teamsters, smoking their 
pipes, and conversing, with all conve- 
nient deliberation, in the harmonious 
accents of the Dutch language. In a 
back room, similarly warmed, was a 
table, from which a traveller had lately 
risen, and over whose ample surface was 
scattered, in gigantic ruin, tlie remains 
of a great dish of sour-kraut and pork, 
the relic of a capacious apple-pie, and a 
rye loaf, flanked by pitchers of cider 
and milk. Several bouncing girls, with 
faces " round as my shield," rotund 
forms, and fleshy sun-burnt arms, bare 
to the elbow, were clearing away the 

truck 
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trudc of the evening meal with a niar« 
vellous activity, simpering and smiling 
^1 the while, as they covertly peeped at 
the handsome your^ gentleman who 
sat picking his teeth by the stove, so 
deeply plunged in meditation as not to 
notice what was passing around him. I 
am not aware whether picking the teeth 
is altogether heroic ; but a fit of abstrac- 
tion is the very things— it looks so lover- 
like and interesting. This meditative 
gentleman was our friend Mr. Fenni^ 
more, who was hastening to join the 
army on the frontier. Shortly after sup- 
per he retired to his chamber, took a set 
of writing materials from his valise, and 
spent the evening in composing a long 
letter, from which we shall take the 
liberty of making some extracts :«^ 



Is 3 ** Lieutenant 
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"^ limUtikMi ligtliam F^nmoftr te 

a WaUam, Msq. 
*" My &the^ was a natite of 
England, vHio oame to Visgniia when Me 
was qaite a young aaan* He Was of a 
gMd family^ and wall eAeaated; iif ray 
iDOtlier be eonsidared a competent wit- 
ness in suc^ A msB^ he Was cren more**^ 
higMy licccsii]di^ed| and rtlnarkably 
inter&stts^ vA pei^cin aUd nunrnarsi ife 
brbu|(bt letterii 6f intrdchKtiob, mid Wab 
well ifeceived ; and aa soon as it mU w>- 
dferstood that his cdctr&oie indigenoa aasa 
sudi as to ttnuter it tiacessat^r that W 
shodU oDfibadc in soaae dil^kdfaieilt^ to 
earn a iaippbttv he itas #eadify iMeiyad 
as private tutor in the iniily df a gsn- 
tleman, residing not fai from Mr. .Ho- 
ward) the father of the late migor Hey* 
ward, whose melancholy death I have 
described to yom Mr. Heyward also 
employed him to give lessons in draw* 
ing« and the French language, to his 

only 



cmly ddi^tor, then a girl of ahout six- 
teen. A mutual attachment ensued be- 
tween my &^OT imd tlbit young lady^ 
wiikih was ^aiefuUy oolieealed, because 
the Heywards, tkough generous and 
hospitable, wev* praud and aspiring: 

^ I do not know how Ik was* that my 
father became unpopular among the 
yomng gendemcii of the ne^ghlMmrhood. 
Mh manners tniglit not hare been suffix 
eknrttty eom^iating, or his spirit might 
hft^re bsen ahoire his station, and have 
pMffipled him to exnct attentions wluoh 
were not though doe to a [niYate tutor. 
Berbaps his iritoitiont to Bliss Hey ward 
witm smpeotedi and r^atded as pro- 
siimptu0iis» Wiiate ver pnigbt haiire betia 
the eause, the result was, that hp was 
eaoily reoeived in aodety, and subjected 
tottany petty indij^itiea. TfaeycMing€ir 
Hk. May ward, who had at first Icoated 
hkn wkh kindness, no sooner suspeoted 
Mm of paying attention to his sister, tp 

L 4 whom 



whotn he was tendarly attaAed, than lie 
became his vtc^ent enemy, and insktal 
on his immediate discharge. The^dcr 
Mr. Hey ward, too magnanimous to do 
a deliberate act of injustice, took time 
for reflection. During this interval, an 
event occurred, which brought matters 
to a crisis. 

** Although the American ocrfooies 
were at that time loyal to the British 
king, Old no plan of rcYolution had been 
matured, yet extensive discontents poe- 
vailed, and language of the strongest 
reprehension against tiie ministry was 
currently used. My fiither had, in wri- 
ting to England, drawn a vivid pictsiie 
of the state of public sentiment m Vir- 
ginia, and the letter having been shown 
to a cabinet minister, he was so well 
pleased with the spirit displayed in it, 
as well as with the talents of the writ», 
that he intimated a wish that the cor- 
respondence should be kept up. This 

led 



led to a 4mes of letters^ written' by my 
€$tber, expressly for the eye of the mi* 
nister. He was a BritOD by Mrth and 
dlegumo^ and did nothitig disbcAour- 
able in acting thus> as an agent of the 
gDvemmei^ ; and as he adhered strictly 
to truth, and depicted the motives of 
the colonists even in favourable colours, 
he oould not be justly considered as vio- 
lating hospitality. This correspondence, 
however, was discovered ; its author was 
•represented as a spy, and loaded with all 
^ae <^probrium which the indignation 
of an enraged community could sug- 
gest. Notliing but sadden flight could 
have, saved his life. Miss Hey ward was 
the .first to warn him of his danger. 
:Having already given him her affections, 
and beii^ prepared to share his fortunes, 
she proved her sincerity and her devo^ 
ti<Hi, by nobly consenting to elope with 
him, md become the companion of his 
poverty and misfortune. They com- 
menced 
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d tli#ir flight lit tk dawn of ck^v 
utid before its dose, had inditsptuhfcy 
ufdted thdr fates by the mamage hood. 
^They reth^ for a while fiom a»» 
tfoe, ho{^yig that my ttother^a inrada 
would beoome reoondkd ; hut this esc- 
fieetation proved deoeptivfe. Mg^Hjsy^ 
wavd, though of a generous diapositiiNi^ 
w«ib a man of aristocralic feeUaga; he 
lofed his aster tenderly, and had, pei^ 
hops, indtilged somie views m rehtion to 
her setttement fai life^ which weie Uaafe* 
ed by her tnaniage with my ikMi9. He 
had dso* a grrat antifiathy to fbrdgAen^ 
ittid Mnsidered hie famiiy degraded by 
the marrk^ of one of its members with 
a person who, liow^fer estunabte, was 
ati alien to our country. For «ven at 
that early period^ many of the ohkst 
ftmUies among the oatoniste feit a pride 
in ^eir native land, and gloiled in the 
Mune of Afoerlcan, though it was then 
but a name. He rafused to be raeon- 

ciled 
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cilcil to ay molftet on any tanii8» aiid 

uptake of my ftther io languid trhiok 

fiinbade any sidN^uent advance on their 

|MVt Tfaey aettled in Philadelphia, 

wlwre they Uiwd m the most retined 

mannier, Mppdrted by the scanty pit- 

tande earned by my ftther as a aM^• 

dMiUfa clerk* Of that anftyrtamate pa»- 

nmt I haveno veeollectioh, for he died 

wfaiie I :was an inftnt. My mother, left 

peimylesa in a stnuige dky^ was ndoced 

to a atate of extreme necessity, but her 

pnde would mt perlliit her to return to 

bcr fiitfaeir^ houses where ahe wooldnow 

undoiibtedly have been receited wiA 

epen arms* You hare seen my excd- 

lent mothei^ and ytni know that she is a 

woman of uncaminon talents, and re- 

aMBrknUe fintttade. When thus thrown 

apon btr own moarOBs, she msohred to 

make the bert of her mifiNttmate aitoa- 

tkm. She took a eechided lodging, and 

applied herself widi vifiwearied industry 

to 



to her needle ; and bdng patronized 
by several fashionaUe ladies, . maintain- 
ed herself creditably, though with ex- 
treme frugality, by fabricating the most 
elegant and expensive articles of ieipale 
dress : bar taste and skill in these deli^ 
cate manufactures were unrivalled. I 
cannot express the feelings of anguish 
which I experienced while a mere child, 
in witnessing the silent, the incessant 
toils of my mother, which were secretly 
undermining her health ; and the devo- 
tion with which all her affections were 
concentrated in myself, the only earthly 
object of her regard ; and I can remem- 
ber, top, the fervour with which I men- 
tally vowed to devote my whole life to 
her service. The death of a relative of 
my father in England, placed us in pos- 
session of a small annuity, which re> 
lieved my excellent mother from the 
necessity of labouring for a support, and 
enabled her to educate me in a manner 

suitable 
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suitable to her wishes ; though we were 
still poor, and obliged, as you are aware, 
to live in the most frugal manner. 

** At the decease of my grandfather, 
Mr. Hey ward, we learned that a consi- 
derable sum of money would fall to my 
mother, under the provisions of a settle- 
ment made at the marriage of her pa- 
rents; but again her pride, and her 
wounded feelings, induced her to prefer 
obscure indigence, rather than make her 
situation known in any manner to her fa- 
mily ; nor until I became old enough to 
take the management of my affairs into 
my own hands, would she consent to 
have her claim investigated. This was 
the purpose of my visit to Virginia, I 
have detailed to you most of the events 
attending that visit : it is enough to add, 
that my uncle satisfied me that we had 
been misinformed. No mitrriage settle- 
ment had ever existed, his father died 
intestate, and he, under the rule of pri- 
mogeniture. 
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BQflgeiiitur^ which thee prevayed m 
Virginia, was t]ie sole heir. Thus a 
hope loi^eheridiied in aeor^ by my mo- 
ther, was in a moment blaatecL** 



END OF VOL. I. 
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CHAP. I. 

AlT the dose of a fine autumn day, a 
solitary traveller found himself bewilder- 
ed among the labyrinths of the forest, near 
the shores of the Ohio. He had taken his 
departure early in the morning from the 
cabin of a hunter, to whose hospitality 
be had been indebted for his last night's 
lodgii^ and supper — if that deserves 
the name of hospitality, which consisted 
of little more than a permission to spread 
his * blanket, and eat bis provisions, by 
the woodsman's fire : we call it so, be- 
cause it was granted in a spirit of kind-^ 
ness« When he parted from . his host in 
VOL. II. B the 
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ike moroiog, be teftroed that the wMie- 
enrot to wbidi he was destined wae <if^ 

aOes diaUiiW dnd ;hQ spiiitid^^atield, 
in the eonfident hope of leachmg. %h 
jouroej'a end ere the setting in oi loght. 
Before the day was half spent, he be|^ 
to suspect that he had taken the ytW99g 
path ; but unwilling to iMraoe his staPf 
he still pushed on, in the ^ipectidMi^af 
DseetiBg with some human haUfenSoR, 
ftem wUdi :be cimU take a new dfgiar- 
ture. f 

It wiEis, as we . have before nmaifted, 
iarty years ago, and this ' counftey fiyas 
stffl a wBdmiess. The Indian tiiiies 
bad been driven to the opposite: simrfr^f 
the OblD^ but continued to renfimtHlmr 
aadient hunting-ground^^ sometsoMr an 
peace, but oftener impeRtod to wfeuriiQr 
their insatiabte appetite for plnndeR/and 
revenge. Small agonies me» ^Am* 
ly scattered tima^hotit H^ whb)e^*^ 
lAiis region, m«it«ni9g4bcd)iseIv«St^ 

.1 constant 



oeMMaiit iMtehfultiesa and coarngg^mA 
0f0i7 here and tbeie^fi stmihnh^ mie 

jtfTocA^cl shelter to the tnv^Hefv Md Mt- 
fyfge^ kitim^^^fj^g^t, to ,^i within il» 
VHI^. B&twfen tbeee aettleaieiita, 0x<- 
-IfMUfve tradts remmned ;U«!nbftbit«l atod 
IHftlllftfl^ bloimiog in ailtheikatlvielQgt- 
iiidMiQe aod aavage ^grice^ trlkk^ httd 
Motivated the bmrt of tbrib^avHeft Mit- 
U^fer among the >\9kkUBf Ahe^fawleis .and 
entoi^risiog BcH^tu 

iOn the same erentng, Mr. Tmatby 
imSmff the sole proprietor, (^ejoeuprnt, 
^HdfCMnmander, of *^Jenkm^ Station^" 
miH^t >be.aeei>( alternately plyjng'hift axe, 
fiMi a akfll audi vigour of wibiidi: a baok* 
m4oilmi«ay9^omBiiM nia^t^^and sbouldar- 
^Bg^ iwge togs of wood, under, the bur* 
ftttui; of which, 'ai»y , other awefws tbon 
inA aft were ao(»$t90(ied to thei>)idx>ur, 
moiM :ba W: ^been wnt ^ .asuBdev. ; It wa$ 

•tii*«w > B 2 ring 
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rShg filr a vigorous defeiiee ^f liii |IM#^ 
am,* agemnst an enemy of tio meM^^9^ 
portanoe, and was determined to gOiMft 
against the inroads of a frost, hf ^i|d- 
itig a log-heap in his firo-phce. TfmtffB^ 
btter * was of no ordinaiy diteenMoiCljf 
might have been readily infert^^iMfli 
Ae quantity of (tiel required to M 4f? 
for ThnoHiy, like a true K^ntii«iH»^ 
fiever considered liis fire mi^e, cftiflFiMl 
hearth was stowed fiill of the lai^^^tSgl 
which his herculean Kmbs enabled' Nfiftl 
to carry. An unpractised observer a^ji;8{ 
ftave supposed that he was Myiil^- fH^ta 
supply of' fuel for the winter, wita^'tiie 
hospitable landlord t^as only pi^4briiili^ 
ti ^daily labour. And here it is nec^M^ 
folitfbriYi thos^e who have not 'Mj))ij^ 
the luxury of reposirrg in a cabift{>^tiMt 
thefire-place is generally about ^S^VttfA 
in width, and four 6r five In iteptii; MMil 
to contain c6nven{eiMiy abdilta ^qtliMe^ 
of a cord of wodd» whibh ^qMntltjrytek 

* '' duces 



di9«M a.cheerful warmth, t)». «i9rf nfK 
Qffmnfffp.u the doom ace left standua^ 

^l lianring performed this daty»; oaptaiiif 
J[f(9kiiift tluew dovm his axe, with, the 
B^,4sf. ODe greatly idieved. by havwg^ 
anttmifinrly through a diaag re e ahl ?:jdbj 
apd ffflaxing into the ordimiry mddisom 
qf: roanner, from which the momestaiy^ 
alimtdua of neoeasary exertion Ijad 
aranaed him, sauottt^ rouod hit endkn 
aure, , with one. of his. hard bony haoda: 
afcuffiKl. in either .pocket Peroeivingr 
that an apbrtum had been made, in the 
Mtwofka by. the removal of mie or tivo 
^thia picteta, which had jotted oS, and 
fidlen. to the ground, he proofeeded to. 
de^e the breach*-^'' They are of ao.use^ 
not how,"* Mid the cqptain ; *^ the ladtana^ 
haire not paid me a nait tiieae eighteen 
ffdnths, and may never come. hadc« It 
atema right hard to be at the trouble of 
hanrioading. them . out ^ when tbey dmit* 

b8 try 



9 cftwnaryi^ 

tty^tA^lrtriii ; bati i^mmvm^ lie oaMiii 

At^ {Mopped them in thdr plae», 'l!iiiW 

iniioiftf forli: show ; tliey kcepr ttap,lfaq||^ 

fliRytiUMilMBnvitiWill wnf--^* fiiiailsicjIdiHi 

t|fiftf4»Niif)nE0i<ed''i^ his indoicaoa^te 
Aoppaicihelnreaeb, ki^^nich & mnribeiDsig 
k^ A&okind^ itis eye xfi 4t iifeutjr obs 
unrvefi sndc r^ibciG^ to tbe>toose, «kM« 
tmed^bf the soattd irf iGnidtaiiitiifl^iiiivft 
mifth vfk&A'jmoMM fmok H^gumM 
«> fBhvf<al»ssipcff3kaiy'k^ 

Mlar^iHdMiTe, formod b)r ^ piokeloigi 
emnpMsdxrf loiig stidis^ oi^liaAMm^UmM^ 
miiArmiym the^gropid, luidbimiafmteiidi 
«d«to|mtRt: the dDiaieife afiibonprtiiDb' 
nothy mgaimb a aoddmi imset of tfaedEoi 
diaorn?iAit that; pietiod^ eVdryr^-farnMr 
wiM> Ventured: • to^ piAch his t^ in aib' 
f*) : L vanoe 



\lfa9m ia. this jDfmner ; (vtb«i%:\«^ii|i(llt) 
\omif^, settled i«ound hipqi ^ad vMnglRi 

«l|iBigetK^. Tbusth6fCkf)a0M,aHb9ttgh( 

iKOpflW; and tr» < ii ft in nin i n(l ) n Higit ww 
iaeKD;«n9 station to^patliitri.aQitbit tbnip 
4^;i^e(;i«n« liousjeK of mt«rt8U»nKiiftt 
ittd. thotf^. Qf the <^neffi itf tiKQin wlia 

would. ao»pt pay ftwrn wftyfcijwg piw^ 

«i9f nQiE)r€0v«r b^c»io^ a a^pifim kgr ^^pa^r 
woniCMiwii^ becanfte^; M the pm{fle:giii 

WM qatunl tbiit be i^oiikl etMfimai^ «i 
}gm 49<m hptite, ttiat oH^ fdl to > 1mm 
during fi 4iege» aodi of toon^ pertidiitfll 
toOmxi tbrtiiii^ lifei aiidv9iidii^ the Jipirv 
«f nrilitttegr titli^ aoiQqg a people; who 
ma «Ditly.desiieadie4^rwft ^marlilfie anf 

B 4 cestors. 
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t^tmi^that boweyer the iddtvi^ifu^-Hqril 
bonoared may be iafter\iw^8 dtstwgiMHhf 
Mi,' tbougli he may become a l^gifllatw; 
111* eVM a magbtrate, bis military *d«8i9* 
llfltiMi itf aeldom merged in aniy o^k^Mk^ 
* The dwelling of captain Jei^clm-ivaf 
IS6mp(3^^ of two log-houses^* covei^ 
dnder the same roof, so as to hm^^m 
Wide ]tessage between them, a§tef the 
fiUdst approved fashion of a Kentodiy 
k%-t!ifbin. Round the ^e^laoe, wbi«|i 
ciccuiN^ neaily the whole gBki/^^enAM 
Ai boose, sat five or six men^ reomtiy 
dismounted frdm their borate,* vnko^ w^« 
iiiMnpe]nsa(ttng themselves for the^ftti|^ 
and abstinence of a day's trav^^ fiMn <tlif 
ix>nteiits of a bottle which was eireu- 
latftfig rapidly among themv 
^ ^Gdme on, Tim Jenkins,''' said -one 
df them to the landlord, as be ^eoftwad* 
^ step Jbrrard^ and touch the bhie 
bottle to your lips. Your whiskey is 
as good as your fire, and that is 8a3rtng 

a great 
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a great dcd, fear you are the senereH.im 

I A«< I.im^e to warm my friends iindenf 
ig^l^at #ilt, when thqr ea}t^a lw»"<nM 
jcxited* Jei^ins ; ** ^he nifbts are 8*t(iog 
fWHrtrfol oold, and they ^ay iff not gpod 
fera^nian to lie domi to deef^ with 9 
Infant ^ bib litood.'' ^ 

t:><I si^g0 4M,'' said the other: *^ J 
4oM; know what c^ is good for, «%t 
#0pt ^to gives man an appetite &(rhil 

^* Or long Bights/' contuiued the|i9fflb 
1"; h«t ^ to get^ sober in ; so beee's gmd 
lo^^to you, Mr. Puttwionr Andt^ yoMi 
gtetl^mon,' idL-' .a. 

At thb mom^it the attention ptAkti 
company wasarrested by a loud 'yhfih T 
nitepad witb<lut» and Mr. Jeoktns^.hM^ 
Umi'to «acaiye a new gueiti Ete, 4900 
rttUrn^; IntMdaciog a ypufi^. g^Ktl^* 
maipf ^: it'Very flreposseQsiqjp appeanwoa^ 
^Jii Bfi whose 
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pirn tiSMi inhaUtatit cf a more |k^|}u^ 
^cmntry than that in wliicli lie fboa^ 
btoise^* It was oar frigid, Mr# Goo^ 
Lee,. who having b^etl lost in the..% 
«est) a^ W6 have fiieen^ had €<mtimiiNlfi|| 
^ope his tpvay in great perplenty^ on^ 
lie ehaneed to fall into a path wkicb^l^^ 
him to the ** Station.*^ Bewinj^dnMiv 
fblly to the rough som o€ the^£ire$^ 
as tbi^ greeted him wid!i the uAtiaJUy 
^How dye do, strangel*?^ he 4e«tp|l 
himself; and began to throw- ^eff '||ii| 
spnrs» leggins, j^ves, find ^eir> tUM 
y^diSog acooutreMents, ^^ite. i^ttenodf 
aild. Us ^toiti)^fiions^ after « pisnn|^ 
glance, resumed their botMe md^lll^ 
fiiirth.> ' - - ■ . i » 2^1 

l^itld and Jcoy, Mr-^Lee dfew^!^ 
dwir tdwardstbe fire^ atid r^aiaimil|RMi 

a tkne^ solely occupied ^m ^the- ehqo|r4 

sbettt Of ^ oomforteUi <wirmtb. Sm 

putbtk sat by the tsM^/ Mpkmslwig^ 

his 



Mi |[|as9,' «i»i pifMng lias o(nD|MKflti# 
WslHitIc, talking «H th^ while in i| )ou4 
iitf4 ftir^beating ^pue, and grpwfng 
feodre' «i)d tuore 'bqiyterofuq, until tbt 
•nnoyniiee n wakened ^ Mr. I^ee fixxn '|i 
Iftik^ of sit^cfr that was' creeping over 
IHftli He ri^sod bis bead^ and diaccB- 
¥lkeA the eyes of one of th)9 paify fixe^ 
i^n imn, with a gaze sq eager/)Eind 
ib -malignant, aa to attract hisowninr 
stimt Mtetition. The maK» whose coun^ 
tenance displayed liothing remarkable, 
^oept a feroQity tinti^ngled with th? 
least touch of hnman ^ling, no sooner 
iMtt^bt the eye of the young ' traveller, 
^B fue drew back, as if tP avoid ol^ 

Mr. Qeorg0 Lee Wasi a yoiuig gentle> 
ttutoi fcy no paeanj rtraiaikable fpr |^ 
lUtration ; but he was bpl<) aifjl manly; 
iiad' mixed with t!he yf^M topre thwr 
viSfHk :pef9Qns of bis .y^ts^ md bad 'a 
Meral^ fiieulty of know^g men by 

B 6 their 



-• »• 



u 



3^ ' 



VBUfiifA evinces a high degrees of intik 
Wbt,' Btft More freque^tty k found >in 
ofdiiiary miii'ds. He looked rocind itrpaii 
the cbmpany into which he httd bcmi 
ifecideii tally thrown^ and for the ftnt 
time his eye rested upon ^e savage^ftiit 
tures of Patterson. ..jij* 

• 'The latter was a large stout mkn/€tb^ 
dently endued with more than common 
strength. There was a considerable de^ 
gree of sagacity in his countenance^ asttf 
tiis strong peculiar language ^ seemed "lb 
be that of one accustomed to think and 
^peak without constraint. His l^kiod^ 
ahot eye and bloated skin betx&ened 
habitual intemperance ; the fleree- anfl 
remorseless expression of bis &ae was 
Tendered more terrific, by a 'lia;ge ' jBOilr 
on his forehead) and another on ^hh 
cheek, while the whole appearanc^iof 
the man was bold, impudent, and abm- 
doned. He possessed, or, what was 

more 
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Uk^f , «ffwted» JoFkllliF «dUiili« 
nsdur, continuflUy pi«66in|^ bis>ooBiip% 
nioM ta drink, and giving to evflry t^ 
mmrk a strangely extravagmt «nd ovi^ 
f^indl turn, which always created laugh* 
tei^j Another peculiarity waa the looil* 
aeto of 4118 coarse voice; pmtly &ODi 
habit, partly out of an assumed fcaak^ 
tteas,' and -an affectation of not caring 
'vrho beand ham, and partly to pradiioe 
ttc Impression of his superioriQr ape* 
tthose around hkn, he always spoke as 
'loudi even in a small room, as anotbeir 
^person would tin haranguing a aultfc- 
tvL^b. But when intoxicated, this pe^ 
-evi&mty' became very striking ; then hie 
'bellowed and roared, uttering bis sen- 
timents ti^th an astonishing energy of 
'language, and a horrible profusion of 
4he most t^ri^ oaths, in a voice naftu* 
mlly kyud,.and now pitched to its biglU 
est and -harshest .note, and with a wonu 
dwful vehemence of gesture^' Tbisdn^ 

racteristic 



i;m wdl l^ira w Jtiy hi9 proper 

4m;ibcfor9 Men a m»i wJHMe fA^eaei*!^ 
cwilied w QHiGh. .diaguft, UifMA ftpem 
hin^^^ looked round upon bis^i^p^' 

fmnm^ whQ, 9^^m^d fit u»tmmm%$'i» 
pBiprtPit^ ftoy.ierimf* bo w^ vet ImB or 
Uoodgr.. Tbwe w^f ^oe per99» pret^ol; 
iMii^flwr^ ;wJk)i8€s . cdenfc^iiaiicQ. ili^w .b|* 
Mgui the morq.iQn^bljr, fiiwi tb? oop^ 
lMi3ti:it pKaeiitod w\%h thQ»'arqiiffi4^ 
U mm tb4t of A young »/ip, wb^ie |^^ 
isdf fiBntinrea^ and .&e»t, thoQgh. <so9i# 
draii^ mdioited jm aoq^^nteBoe fvltii 
tisasidaemms of . mcjaI ti&, Thei9 mi^' 
a.ime,i3spi»8nop of is^gsaraouflOMs (b^ 
Mpi^m, ondbfe.dear UAe e)^ fpiui(Ui4' 
jmMk .vJnriHUtijr. .apd< inteUigmMce.^ B^ 
ttteoad fo be^tundcr jmne cmatmiiM;; :l^' 

altbough 
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M^ubtetanoci 'bki aoBwenwere bmfi} 
aEiul Whiie'lie treated them witb chrilitjp} 
he appeared to be not disposed' to join 
their eonvenMition w share thsk asiiib. 
At' ttt tearty hoary a plentifSal sdppet 
was i^pread, to wbidi the whole of' tUs 
itt^ttssorted party sat down; and imaitki 
dbtely rafter, Mr. I^ee, pleading fatigor» 
fctired'tOiretxMe. 

A weary traveOer needa nopoppisf 
strewn xipon his pittow, ^ to medidsm 
kiiti to that sweet sleep'' whiob ia tlit 
reward of toil; and on this ocoattoh, ak 
thMigli the imagination ^yf. oor > friend 
Qe^rge, never^ veiy active;^ was consider^ 
ahfytexoiled by the noftA soenea ihe* Iiad 
jiistmitnepsed^ bis reflections were Mod 
drawned - in forgetfulness. fle iiad not 
flMpb'kmg^ when his slumber was^sud* 
deilly) ifaroken l^- aicold liaiid^ wbieh 
gittped^vthim ' bjr^ th^ ^sbonlder. -Hie 
stMrted up in iidaim, >aiid was (aboot tto 

speak, 



I« 
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tpedc, Imt Krm'pTtfiehted by a lioioe id« 

^resdng him in a firm but hurried *ttii^ 
$o low as to be barely audtbl^^^ Cb 
not speak-^you are in dang^r-'-rke-jrAfl 
fdUow iiie^be quick and silent r '^Phfe 
first impulse of the traveller's mind^'vrti 
dktriist towards his mysteiidus vtettieti 
for whose secret warning he could iMft 
readily perceiVe any' rational groistid^ 
but as he proceeded medumicaily^tH 
obey the mandate. Mis generous natliM^ 
not Easily awakened to suspicioi^ ii^ 
p^led the hai^ty suggestion of doerW^ 
and.! induced him t6 follow his gtniiji 
With confidence. The latter^ agaib eaffi 
tioning him to silence, led the way^ 
the open air, and proceeding utider^tttt 
shadow of the house, to aft aperture^ 
the stoickfade, pasifed out dT'^tke^ihAli 
siire, and hastily pehetrat&d ^iitfeo thie^ 
dest. Mr. Lee pursued the rapfd^^lMI 
nbiseless footsteps of His - tondtwlni 
amaaed at the baddennciss of the kit^ib^ 
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ti^ve, ahd^ per{d€a:ed with his .own eiv 
^efiwufS: to guess its ph^ble caus^w 
l$si|e^ It will be readily imagined that 
lljs; cofijectttres . could lead to; no ^satis^ 
fpctoiy oonduaion/ and that. his situa* 
ti^*—. decoyed into the solitude and 
llf^knesaof the forest by a stranger, per* 
fapips one of those whose felon glances 
|mu1 attsacted his attention — was such as 
t/^ haire created alarm in the stoutest 
liea^t. \ Yet there is something in ev^ry 
jfoung and diiyalric bosom^ which weU 
^Moes dangcT.when.it assumes an air. of 
Tomanoe ; and Geoige Lee^ while iht^» 
{HiUy blaming his own impfudene^ 
firiuch semaed to be leading him from 9 
%ieied to a real danger, could not resist 
tbpiii^udostty which he felt to develope 
t^ aystery» nor i^esolve to aibtndoQail 
f^enture. whidi promised at least .ik> 
yi^y. His uncertainty was of short 
dun^tion ; for his guide, after a few mi* 
WitM' rapid wallfing, emerged into an 



10 

open, clearing, and fai^ad; ;and;» be 
flood; £KpCMd if ^e dew * nmaaSi^t^ 
Mr. Lee had. no^ idifficidtf. uunoq^aas 
iaig. tli0i young. fofcesteTy . whose pcepo^ 
aesnng appearance he had lemark^ua 
aflfards^ JBO stioBg a contxaat tia tba sos- 
juciQaflJooks and brutal niam)egniD£di& 



, Finn&ig ta a mined rabin^neae wliufef 
thejT' iGtood^—^ It is foiiunate &r 700^ 
sir," 'Saod this guides 'f that our lamfc 
ianPa stable within the stockade wsa 
filled hsforo you arrived, and that yoiii; 
goodi niig was sent to fais kirry sooC ftv 
Aelter." ^ *• v 

. .^ I shall he bet^ aUe toifprecbkte 
WBiy good fectune/^said Lee, endeaiKMii 
k^ to imitate iheooinpoattre with wUdl 
the^ other had spoken^ ^ wheii I h^mn4ii 
iriifit nanner I am to be benefited ^ 
the bad lodging of my honse/- 

^ By the badness c^ his lodgings no- 
tUog,'* snd the either ; ** by itst privaqPi 
UNlch ; to be brief, you must fly.'' 

« Fly ! 
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if .-•* Sly A: wh^w^lmhVP - v.. ry/n 
^r.fhKumi ttfon ylmpiiiirie, Atilasflijiaii 
fikSm ^ iwn aex)tfa»B qnddairf kravettkig*? . . 
-^^}Fl]r P' lepeated Sir. Lce^ iootedn^ 
fayndy, '* from what 7^^ ^ ^ '^ 

^ Ktmnr dan^^en-^resarig «ftd.ii&iM«> 

The yoiing iraveUer stood tfgfwmoi 
ment iifesolute, gazing at the pltMsd 
tertttrw of tbe bad& woodamail, at if en- 
dtottvourieg' to- dive,; into his Aoujg^tiB 
Bis ctaabarrassed^' air, i>. and; aup^daiia 
l^pe^ did.tofc esoifie the foMtte^ :iiiid 
iD^ave^*^'' AK.yim Mtiified.? Wil| 
you confide in me ?** 
. -^^ I< caMwfc dm»e bat truBt }«»— ^aind 
tkartt^ U that in your counteDance whkdt 
tells me my Gonfideii0&/infiin0tl)eitiisi 
ptaoad; I wly hnsitatad imderliia stis^ 
IM^oni'tet I was to be mada^ tha suljaM 
of some idle jeiti^ * /^^ i 

** t have bean too^filBnlklp mth '^vh 
gen'* said the other, ** to oonaidBr kiril 

sutgeefe 
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wigeet; fiMT pieBs«^ Had gFfli kril^k 

49iCh in ^ ftee mmSUsBml iMMNkMb 

ym moald have' lettmed. to mmi^mtl 

^vininiing voke of a friend wboi lUttft 

yen of its approaebi" n woii 

<< Enough,'' replied Lee; '' pard«nbliq& 
hasty suspidon, and let me lrTirr]ifr,jr]Hitfc 

has exdted your apprehenaons i^ my 

safefy.** } 

^ FkBt.let us saddle your hoaiet-^e 

deli^ here too lang." So sayiug; Ae 

yoixDg woodsman hastened into the «% 

bin, and with Mr. Lee's assirtanoe e%ii%t9 

ped the.gallaiit steed, whom they &W9A 

aounding his nostrils over a full tiouglii 

Iratha vigour whidi announoed as. 19^ 

the ikeenness of Ins . appetite, as tb€| fsff^ 

eettsnoe of his food. ... 

- .*'. Your nag has a good stotnac^-fei) 

his'€Kim»'' said the badcwood«0Mi^ilesiAit 

iog him out into the mopciligbt ; !! wA 

if he does not belie hb l^c^rfae-travdft 

aft weU as be feeds;" .and wHfcoiii>«^ 

ing 



imift^ iiiytplfv he tki«^ the biMto 01^ 
AAvktfinil's meA, and petiirning kito 
ttMi^iniliiii, produoedihe baggage^ graat* 
tfteli and other equipment of Lea^-whcv 
iK>ir more than ever astonished at the 
dttSAvt^ of his companion, prepared in 
4lttree'<br his journey. 
^ '^ Are you ready ?** said the ftmsten 

•• I am ready." 
-^^*'Then mount, and follow me.** >. 
^>'The guide struck into the woods,{and 
proceeding with the samenoiSelebd'Stl^pv 
#hich Lee had before remarked,' strode 
JM^ward, with a rapidity to whieh neither 
the darkness of the forest, nor tiie thiek 
andergrowth of tangled bushes, seemed 
t# present toy obstacle. 

They proceeded in silence, the horse 
Mlowing instbdctively the footsteps of 
the- forester, untU the latter, striking 
ikifo a hard footpath, halted, and advto- 
dnf^tp; the. horseman's side^ placeddnb 
hkiid^cMKi the pummd of the ftaddla-«» 
to^ •• With 
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toie*^^.TIlMe «oqh^l8 *in tl^' fatioab 
Uve liAd iarpkn to r<ib diidoiiiil««dir 

'Ts it possible? « Cra rtibey^t^vflisSb 
-bne — -•• • • • ' >*^ 

*' It is true — I have npt* alaraied yHfo. 
on bare suspicion. I * roiim4ieafd: %b^ 
(ilM ; ^attd knowing ttbe fiaeri, I "VBai»' sa- 
4arikd that you oottld BBT^'yonE MfeMN% 
*y flight.^' t 

*< Bot^dr'landlord-^suMly he ik^dMN; 
{witfy to their 4«ign?'* '-' *' -^^ 

"Hekniiot.*' -'i^; 

'' Why then should I fly ? > Uk^iSA 
yooiself will? t stand by ^ne^- Be o » MW tf<^ 
a regiment of^sach feUo»sd^' r^ "^^ ; >^*^ 

• ^' You ^o not' kno^ youn ^dangdiMMt) 
wtan would ''be itiadneet!^ >Je«Mli, 
4loiigblBn honesty i9a tfanMioltot " aeH^ 
MytteE^I iwmld> obeeffiii^'idd jloi^MI 
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jpft99O6taii0es forbid tfaftk I gbould 
.l0Dii«nt9«elf widi ^hose nMiat pres 
.9!^id«i^'y6u. carmbt Mmain at the 
iifm A^jfi, aqd 70i«r ctopstrture am 
Afdrpr ^ be dffi^cted wi^ meh i[Afet3fs « 
ii6w» before the enemy is on the alert 
ISflveffell— ^faeep that path, and you are 
safo." So saying, be di8ap|>eated9 and 
if^ traiidl^, with a '^beaVy heart; tesa^ 
oied bia journey* 

•) , If Mr. Lee had found his sttua^fion 
perplexing on the preceding day; while 
wandering in unoertamty tbrou^ tbe 
forest, it was certstnly more '9o now, 
wheii surrcMiinded by the gloom of ni^t 
Unable to see the way/ he was obliged 
to. trttst entirely to the instinct of' his 
liorsey wbo^ kept the path w«tb surpai* 
sing sagadty* Sometiines he fomid 
biinsdf deseehding into a ravine, «oine^ 
limes the splashing of water aonwneed 
;t)uit he was csosnng arlwlet, andaonoe^ 
.'tiilkW. ia ibmoffik 'overhaogiog the i^tb 
i; .,.: would 



would nearly sweep him fixwt^r^ 
but he contiimed to move GMiiQiJ|% 
along, satisfied that he could rrpiiiilig^ 
no danger more pressii^ thfm that Amp 
which he had escaped. He waa .Mgifp 
that the outlaw is often found on, |j|pf 
extreme frontier of our cauiitry^ ynCB^ 
trating deeds of violence loid fiaud', kti^ 
yond the reach of the dvil autfaon^. 
In those distant settlements^* aiid pt Ihf 
early period of which we writer the Sm* 
habitants, thinly scattered, wore £jjii% 
occupied in providing for their own ile- 
fence and sustenance, and the whci^ 
some restraints of law, if they exitf Qd% 
were but feebly enforced. At j«!|ch 
points, gangs of ruffians would aotn^. 
times collect, and for a time elu4e^ m 
openly defy, the arm of judsce. Cm^ 
fully avoiding to give ofienoe to timf, 
own immediate neighbours, and strilmy^ 
only at a distance, they for a timie m^ 
caped detection. The hpoest aettlei^ 

ample 
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i^yHpIe and primitive in all his babiU, 
^Ufrtriltihg to meddle with laws which hie 
9Me understood, endured the evil so 
iWftg as the peace of his own corri- 
tMUftftty remained undisturbed ; until 
*tolised at last by some daring act of 
Yiolettce, he hunted down the felon, as 
in/ Would have chased the panther. 
That Patterison and his associates be- 
irniged to that class of marauders, Mr. 
Lee had little doubt; and he judged 
correctly, that if they had really mark- 
ed him out as their prey, he could only 
be protected by a force superior to their 
own. 

Occupied with such reflections, he 
continued to grope his way, until he 
supposed the night must be nearly ex- 
hausted. The moon, whose beams had 
dcciasionally reached him through the 
shadows of the forest, had gone down, 
and the darkness was quite impenetra- 
ble. He stopped often, turning his eyes 

▼OL. II. c in 
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iO 'every direetion, to diiaeovser the jfiol 
beam of the moraiDg. Never did fiigbt 
appear so long — he counted liour after 
hour in his imagination — until hia Mi* 
patience became insupportable. The* si^ 
knee of the forest^ so loi^ oontiouad 
and so deathlike, became pdnfally 
tresaing ; but when it was suddenly 
ken by the savage howl of the wolf^: or 
the fearful screaming of &e owl» the 
traveller involuntarily started, and was 
not ashamed to acknowledge a thrillii^ 
sense of danger. Even now, the pan- 
ther might be silently crawling aluvig 
bis track, watching for a favourable op- 
portunity to spring upon his prey, the 
hungry wolf might be scenting lits ap- 
proach, or the Indian crouching in ins 
path. Wearied with . conjecture, a &- 
verish excitement took possession of Ins 
frame, and he tbongfat he could dieev- 
fully encounter any peril, rather than. be 
thus tortured with ^darkness and aM« 

■ peuse* 
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pime. Bodilf fttigue was add€d to-tm 
4lfl^ings» and at length he dismottnted 
lo fseek a momeiltary relief by diange ef 
pcilture, and threw himaelf on the'gk*(Mind 
at^ the roOtt of a tree^ holding his hridk 
in^hU hand ; and the vividness of hia 
aMaadona aub^dtng with the inaction 
of 4i$ fraoie, he was uneonsciously over* 
OQcn^ by sleep. 

'When Mr, George Lee aivoke, tiut 
Biorning was far advanced; The bridle 
had Allien from his hand, and lik horse 
was grazing quieUy near faim : stiff, arid 
lushing with oold, he remounted, and 
pursued his journey. The road, if such 
it could !be called, was no other thsun d 
narrow path, winding through the fo^ 
rest, of sufficient width to admit the 
pi^sage only oi a single horseman. Pur^ 
stdng the course of a natural ridge, the 
traveller passed through a hilly region; 
abthed with oak and hickory trees, an : 
ftfaiehly aet with an undergrowth of iia^ 

c 2 zel- 
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Ml4iushes and grape-^tfnes ; 6fien 'AMSB^ 
ing tD wek the path which was canbinit 
Bd by the iBtertwinkig Intish, or cfdi#^eM8 

m 

wfdi fallen leaves, and som^time^ d^yi 
ing to gather the nuts and firiiit, ii^Bittl 
td^red their luxuries in abundaifiS^ 
thence descending into the rich iaAft^lM 
Ibts, his way led through groves 'dPe§^ 
ton-trees and sycamore, whose gigkrl^ 
trunks, ascending to an immense height, 
were surmounted with long brancH^ 
ao closely interwoven as almost to '^ 
elude the light of heaven. SometltiH^ 
the graceful cane skirted bis path, IMi 
be waded heavily through the tan^HH 
brake, embarrassed by the nufn^Mfiift 
tracks beaten by the wild grasiitt^ %f^ 
tnals, who resort to such spdtsi ot'niA^ 
ed'by the appearance of beasts df pi^, 
who lurk in these gloomy coverts/ 3HJL 
temately delighted with the beatrtieft*'^ 
nature, or chilled by the dreary sdiSiMSk 
of the wilderness, our travelled pMblsa 

rapidly 
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Ifflfifily . oki» moBH^imm eigoyiog thmf^ 
if^rfoipg rev^eries in which young cQindl^' 
ffii^s^ to reveU and ^ooMtimes. indulg?* 
Wg the apprehensions which \^n $itu»p 
|ipi} .was colculftted to exciter For tl|e 
h^r^fthe wolf, and the panther^ stiU 
J^^}^ in these solitudes, and the more 
itAOgeroiis Indian yet claimed tbemi ; ae 
jpis horitage. 

ti{Thesun was sinking towardsthe w^t-^ 
fjl^ horizon^ when he reached thebro^ 
Jl^en ^XHihtry bordering on the Ohio. Hif 
jheart^ which had bben saddened by the 
gi^notonous gloom of interminable flats; 
§i»i the intricacy of miry brakes,, wall 
lll^eered as the hills rose upon his yiewi 
4(|d his feithful horse moved with renew-< 
4^*^i^ur, when his hoof struck the firm. 
liQ4h. StiJUthe apprehension of approach- 
log night was not without its terror* 
^Tbe backwoodsman alone, acctsstomed 
'|(»6uch scenes, inured to the toils of the 
i^hases and versed in the stratagems of 
^*# . .« ' c 8 border 
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border warfare, can contemplate 
iddifierenoe the prospect of a sbHtaiy 
encampment in the forest ; and our tn- 
yelier began to )ook impatiently for the 
aigns of human habitation. He listened 
#ith intense interest to every soimd, in 
vain; the deer still galloped across bis 
patfay stojfiping to gaze at the harmless 
stranger ; then throwing back tbeir^oriia, 
and leaping Idsoreiy away with gmttM 
boundsi The owl hooted in the ii$Mk 
Talleys, sending fprth yells so long, ao 
krild; and so dismal, as to mislead -^tiie 
travdter into the inoroentary belief thai 
It waa the moqmful wail of boman nfi* 
sery} while the long ahadAwa faHing 
attrosa th& deep ravines, and seto tfirdiigii 
myili9i$ df ydlow leaves wbtcbfloalid 
on the breeae^ assotned fitniastio Aaftes 
ta^ tbe now heated fancy of the ^tiied 
^yfiirer. . ...f en'. 

» • li 
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Mn. Gtorge Lee had been accustomed 
from his youth to active Bports, and &&- 
if^ere bodily exercises ; he was perfecdjr 
at borne in the saddle, and loved to wan* 
der about the woods, better than to do 
any thing else, except to drink winei 
There were, therefore, some pleasures 
misted witb the perplexities of his pre^ 
tent Mtuatton. He bore the feiigac^ 
into which he was so unexpectedly 
thrown, IHce an experienced hunter, ae- 
euiitomed to long and weary excur^iona; 
his native courage rendered him offeless 
of the dangers of the way, and his tast6 
for forest sports was frequently gratified 
>r r^ c 4 by 



iiy fire ^i^t of animals whidi wei^'new' 
tb him, and of places charmingly suff^ 
to the amusements in which he delig^ti*^ 
ed. The only thing that distressed htnf 
was hunger. Although he was in loy6/ 
and had travelled all the way from Vli^^ 
gihia, in pursuit of Miss Pendleton^ 
whose hand he considered indispen^abl^"^ 
to his happiness, yet he was so unsenti-' 
mental as to be actually hungry-^— andF 
well he might be^ for the poor youn^ 
inan had now been riding twenty-four 
hours without food. When suffering a 
privation of this kind, we are apt to tor-' 
ment ourselves with the recollection -dr 
the good things that we have eaten itf 
happier days. And who had been more 
fortunate in this respect than our frieii^* 
George/ who had not only ** sat at good 
mens' feasts" all his life, but kept exjpert 
cooks, and gave famous dinners himself?* 
He looked back, with pleasurable anj^ 
ndournful reminiscence similar to thist' 

of 



f^g^ opulence to poverty. U^ toowail^ 
v^ffced in hk circuiii$tance3» for be ww 
^eiied the luxury of ^ting» which i^ 
tib^f^ moat important circumstance of4tfe^ 
an^/he visions of depcirted saddles of ve^ 
ny^w; turkeys, hams» roast pigSy oysters^ 
w^ various other dainty dishes, ' wbiah^ 
tl)i^ Virginians have in great perfection^ 
i|ad dispense with prodigal hospitality 
t9 their friends, rose before his mind's 
^e in mournful yet delicious profusion 
These reveries he dwelt upon until their 
sameness wearied his mind. He began 
tp^grow faint and tired; excessive hun* 
g^ produced drowsiness, accompanied 
¥trit^ such callousness of feeling, t^at a 
^pieosity was creepmg over him to 
^row himself on the ground, and sleep 
aw£(y his^ senses and his existence. 'He 
tried to recollect some text of scripturt 
which ftiight comfort him, but for hi« 
Mfevfae.cQuld think of nothing but' ^'^ eat, 
^ c 5 drink. 
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drink, tnd be meny^" pr apmetbinff thali 
UWSi Mtni^ *and drinking in it. He at^ 
tempted t& sAtigi but his songs wcare MJ 
llfccbahhliaTi^ and oiily served to prb 
tHAtit* He wouki have repeated sofib 
stanzas of ^)oetry to keep him aw^^ ' ^^ 
be had known any ; but be bad ney 
diltlvated the muses, and not a line pott 
he tecoUeot, but 
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*' little Jackey Horner» sitting m a oorner. 
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£atiDg a Christmas pie >" ' . ^ « t' 

and the dreadful conviction fastened li-, 

«elf at last upon his alarmed fancy, i|^ 

if he should escape a miserable death gq 

rtarvation in the wilderness^ he wow 

surely meet a wretched end by aurfieli 

•» o( 
whenever he should come in contoci 

with food. Never did George tee 




mnne so long with his own thou 
or reflect so seriously* . .\ 

AH at once his tired horsey wba Wan 
moving $lowly along tb6 hardly^peto^' 
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fiblb path, with the bridle bailing kxa\ 
his neck, suddenly stopped, as tfae^patb. 
, turned almost at right angle^^ irouod jp; 
^ns^ thicket A few paces before hiix^ 
apd until this instant concealed by the. 
difclc Eh'usIv stood a miserable* squalid 
boy, Intently engaged in watehing smm, 
dbject not far from bim. A amaUj| 
gaant; wolfJooking, starved dog crouch** 
ed near him, equally intent bn dhe same 
game, so that even his qiiick ear did not 
^tcU the tread of the^ hone's fbet, at 
Ifaey rustled among the dry leates, unti^ 
Ihe parties t^ere in close contact. Tfa^ 
d^ Ibheny withoot moving^ uttered^ 
iow growl, which th^ ear 6f bis ntosttlr 
«bt sooner caught, thail lie lodged ^Mtttl^ 
mdi seeing Mr. Lee^ started up, ailid WtM 
]^botit to fly; but Geotgd eiBctaittied-A 
t WTy liitle man, Tvejlost my m^^^rA 
the lad stopped, eyed tlie ti^TeUqrtiiMdk 
hfl and then Ioc4^ damestly ^ikttr^ 
4llerjspot ! to> which i his gldinee ha4^ beeH 
tefbre directed. *V)«^: '.j| ' .1 ».o 

dnM c6 ''Ibave 
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j-f^ I have missed my way,* odntitifaed 
Mr* Lee, ** and am almost starved.* ''-^ 
; ''.C^n't, you wait a minute, till I IdD 
]JlAt ar snake?" replied Hark,' IKr it 

wm he. '^'^ 

.:..Tl^ traveller kniked in the dn^edH&i 
iiadicated by the boy's finger, and" iSm 
fin. immense rattlesnake, coiled, witb'% 
b(^d reared in the centre, his moujii tHo: 
closed, bis fierce eyes gleaming viiMfic* 
tively, and all his motions indicating a 
^atchful and enraged enemy, fitok 
gaxed at. the reptile with an eager pod 
jualignant . satisfaction. His features^ 
usually stupid, were now animatcjd kfith 
hatred and triumph. The scen^ was 
ptWiB^ly suited to interest tbe'-spOTtfr- 
rSiianlike propensities of Mr. Ceoi^lLee^ 
if be bdd not happened to be too hti<i^rjr 
to enjoy any thing w.hich mi^C 'B§lay 
bimanyiloi^r in the wildernessi '' ' 
. ^ Kill the snake, boy,* said he> Imp** 
jtieatly».^* and then show me the way to 
some house." ..^ ,1:a:: 
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r^,,^arkjn<>tioned with hjafing^, as tf 

enjoining silence/ and replied iaconicallv 
ijf/*;It ain't ready yet." ' * 

.,The rattlesnake now raised his tail 

and shook his rattles, as if in defidnce; 

,.g^;tfa^n» as if isatisfied with this i\\6w 

vfiS valour, and finding that his enemiea 

i^jinade no advance, but stood mdtionl^atf 

^i^pw\y uncoiled himself, and began ta 

glide away. Hark left his position, dud 

^, with noiseless steps alertly made a sm&ll 

jfl circuity so as to place him in front of the 

£;^neroy. The snake raised his head; 

. darted out his tongue, and then turned 

;:f,^*Q xetreat in another direction ; bufno 

^. #oonei: had J)e presented his sid& id 

^f^ark, ^.than the intrepid snake-klUev 

3(>ji|aW)ded forward, and alighted with 

V- l^th bis'feet on the neck of the reptikt 

/<:4trikiiig. rapidly, first with one foot, aod 

then the. 6ther, but skilfully keeping Ui 

,v¥u;tim f pinned to. the ground, so'abtb 

<. > 'f«evrat thf use of its fa^gs. i^he shak^ 

in 






of^i«si4dn^ bcNly round H^k's \egt dbtf 
the boy, delighted to wibieiis the WrfHr- 
Uigs of hid foe, stood for a while grinning 
m^ triumph. Then carefully seizibg khe 
reptile fa^ the neck, Which he held firni^ 
)f Qt>der his fbot, he deliberately tttU' 
fiNT^d it frbm hid leg, and threw it dll 
tHe groinhdf at some idfistance from/bfoi^ 
ibd deemed to be prepaHng to review 
thid contest 

• > Vou stnpid boy,** cried Mr; Lee; 
t^wlfjr don*t yon take a stick and kiU 
thtt snake?'* ' ■. 

ithat ain't the right way,*' replied 
; and as the venonioiis creatui^» 
AiikUed and sadly brurkd, eiiay^il U 
sttetch its ler^th on the grohntt, to rtf^ 
tt^t, the shake-killer agmn jumped on 
it^< arid' m a - few minutes eru&hedit to 
cMth with his feet Then iaking it ti> 
id iiris* hands, hie ^ut^veyed ' it with bis 
pebultar grin of joy^ bobiiting ihe tstAep 
nr as 
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88 he sepsrtt^ t\$emfiniSfi^ikl^b9dy^. 
with aQ air of triumph^ ai gteal aatbal^ 
of the hunter when he numbeit tbe-ant^ 
lersof a noble buck« » . . ^ > ^i ^ 

Mr. Lee gated at tbi« koene^Uh lim^ 
feigbed asbnisbtaicint Though im meftn, 
adept biib&ielf m the Art of destroylngj^ 
aniiQai life, he had neif^r befi^ wiW 
nessed such an exhibition. Tb^ dknk: 
ntitive si2Q of the youth, bia meagre and 
£«misbed appearance, bis wretched apJ 
panel, together with the erkiU and tntv^ 
pidity displayed in this nondeseript ^MUf ^ 
htte, vt'ith a creature searcely bk idfe^ ' 
rior in any respect, strongly excited 1iA» 
Ciiriosit3;'. 

** Well, you've beaten your enetliy^» 
said be, in an encouraging t^ae^ 

.** Yes, I reckon Tve gav^d h\m.^ " 
', ^' But wby did you not tafce^ a ^Ibb 

'< It ain't the right way. I neVef 'ga» 

mAlDg with a pole.*^ ^ 

••Wbat 



. V* Wbftj 13 your naoqie ?" . . , „ 
? Do YOU live about here, strangei*?* . 

. ?* No, I am a traveller from Virginia," 

"^ "» t' ' 

and was going to Hendrickson's settle-' 
meat, when 1 lost xny way.'* *. 

'/ People's mighty apt to get lost» when 
they don't know the range*" replied Hark, 
faioailiarlys encouraged by the stranger 8^ 
affability; 

; " Where do you live?* inqu&'ed 5^n 
Liee» endeavouring to conciliate the hal£- 
sava^i^ being, 'wbo^e fi^endsbip was bovt' 
impeitant to him. * 

"I don't live nowhe|«, in petick- 
lair* 

^ But you seem acquainted with tbes6 

woods." ) ' , 

•* Yes, I use about here som^.*' * * 1 
** ftow dp yw employ ypuifself?* 
*^ I iiunt some, and sndke a little 1 aiSf 

when I /laint nothen else to do, I gt> a 

'' Lizardin ! what in the name of^^&nMli, 

i»Jb«t?'' 

"^Killen 
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••VlCjU^n Jltzurd^". replied the boy,r ?ik 
tl^r. cpn^uei^tially^ '' I use np BlitJ^e 
va^ente I come ncrops.** r ^ 

" Then you must Jrog it some/* jaidf^ 
Mr,,Lefe laughing." 

f" Qb y^s — and there's a powerful 
djmnce of th^ biggest bull-frogs yoii evei^ 
see, down in the slash yander. It would 
do^you good to go there in the night, 
and hear 'em sing. I reckon there'a 
i^re frogs and water-shakes there, than 
they is in all Virginny." 

** I have no curiosity to see them. 
And now, my lad, if you will guide me 
tp, the settlement, I will satisfy you ge^ 
nerously for your trouble." 

Hark ipade objections — it was too far 
— he QQuld i)ot tell the distance-— but it 
Df^/arther than he could walk in aiiay. 
i^Vf, Lee then begged to be conducted tt> 
the nearest bouse ; but the 8nake4^iUer 
9^fk his head, . 

" Surely you lodge somewhere'," cxr 

claimed 



tj^. 



' ., 



oliinacd the ¥irgiiiiaD^ gmtring iinpiU' 
tient;; *^<take ftie to your omnp, rad 
give me somethii^ to eat. I am stmh' 

Hark seemed irresohit^ and ooiM>> 
Ikoed to eye the traveller with a cbildidk 
eurmity, mingled with raspieien^ titen 
aa if a new idea occurred to him, be. mi> 
qmed — "* Wher^s your guh, mster?^ 

** I have none/* 

For the fmt time the melaneholy idk 
sage of Hark distended into a biioad 
grin, as he exclaimed-— *' Wrfl, I liever 
9C8 a mim before that badnt a gan. If 
tt,«int no offence, sttfanger, what do you 
fi>lk>w for a living ?** 

^' Why» nothing at M, jfou ^ufioe^" 
iaid George; '^ I am b gentleman**! ^ - 
. Hark was as iaoGb puzzled as evet.*^ 
f' In North Carolina," said he, ^ wbtte 
i waa laised, the people^* all gmtVdtam^ 
except the women, and they*ve all got 
guns." 

«A11 
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All tU$ U nothing to the porpote 
•^will you not show the way to your 
€n»p?" 

"Well — I reckon"— replied Hark, 
winfadrawing a few steps, ^ I sort o' rec- 
kon it woaldn*t be lesf* 

^ What objecti<m ean you posnbly 
have ?" 
. '« I.mni^»fird*' 

'^ You iiteed not fear M^ i I- can do 
yea no harm* if I felt so disposed ; and 
I. faftjve na dispoaition. to injure ydu.'* . . 

" Won't yon beat »e?'' 4 

•• G^tfiAnly ndt" 

** }lor take my skins firom mes^ : ' 

*' No, no. I 3^ouki t)ot harm yod 
uplm any consid^yatioo.'' 

<' Wdl, tben^ I redkoa Vll takd yod 
Her toy camp.'' 80 eayifig^ Hdrk BM^h« 
id' off tbtott^ the wdods, Mkmed by 
lfr« iCrevM^e Leev 
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The snake-killer urged his vmy thMUgti 
tiie forest virith a rapid but iK>iseless sib^ 
followed by our friend Geoi^ whose 
weary horse was scarce able to keep f»o9 
with the hardy boy. After traireUing « 
abort distance, they arrived at the top 
of a hiH, whence the rirer Ohio couki 
be seen at a distance, gliding placidly^ 
and reflecting tba sunbeams from thi 
broad mirror of its clear' and beautiffd 
sttcfoce. Here Mr. Lee was requested 
to' dismount and leare his hdrsiB--«fc 
aitangement with which hewasfby.tui 
means disposed to comply, for he wa^ 
too good a horseman not to love the 
, .* generous 



generous animal which had borne him 
safely through the fatigues of so long a 
journey. But the cautious policy of 
Hark was not to be overthrown by any 
argument; and after some discussion, 
the saddle and bridle were stripped off 
and hung upon a tree, and the horse 
turned out to graze, with his legs seu 
Ottied in web a manner as to prerent 
bin from wandering far from the spott 
Hhey then descended the hill, until they 
foaobed an extensive plain of flat allii^ 
urion . land^ covered with a thick fooest 
of: tail trees, skirting the shores of **iie 
biat^i^ stream,'* and forming, what Is 
pallfid in this country, the river bottom* 
fibre, cono^ed in a tangled tiiicket sif 
fartisfawsQod, matted with grape- vittes^ 
mte« small bdge, construct^ of sttn« 
te^-poles, Qovered with bark. Hark 
paused;:. and cast furtive glances <^^ 
prehension: around, before he disdosed 
tiie entrance to tlits primitive and 
^Hoi J wretched 



41 Kis^imoxv. 

mr^ehed abode, examiiiitig ^tii* 
tjB t6e nd^^vbouriiig 4K>iPa48» and tbmt 
fooking timidly tonvards Ins compeiMi^ 
as if still balancing in bis mind between 
firudenee and hospitality ; wfaHe tbe 
dog, imitating his SKiafiter*s cantian, cnf* 
aHently roimd the spot, snuffing tbe sAk 
At last. Hark, as if satisfied, pasilei 
aside the leafy branches wiiiefa ooneeaiad 
bis place of retreat, and entering hastilgf 
with bis guest, carefiilly replaeed the 
boshes behind him. 

if Mn Lee had been astonislied be^ 
fiive, at aU be had seen of the tnysterioss 
being into whose company he had betti 
SD strangely thrown, bis wonder was 
not decreased on finc&ig himaelf xstm^ 
duoed into '' a, lodge in ^ome vast wiU 
derness," which seemed a more fit habi^ 
tation for a wild beast than a human 
cceature. The lodge was sqpiare, asd 
not more than eiglit feet in diametert 
wbtle its height was bfonely saffieieiit to 

allow 



dk>w tbe 4wat£8h proprietor to stand 
uprigbt in the eentre. It wa& dry and 
tigbt The floor ^ns formed by logs 
Mdhedded in the ground, and oovered 
itnith dried gms& The only visible ar- 
tistes of property oonsisted of «i iron 
filew-pan, a steel trap» an axe, and a 
Quantity of skins. Motioning to hia 
Q0fiQ|)aniQn to seat himself on the floor. 
Hark proceeded ivith some alacrity to 
jW^pare a meaL In the first place, he 
drew from a magazine of sundries, hJA- 
4eci in one comer of his tent, sevenil 
pieces of jerked venison, diied so hard 
as to be nearly of the consistency of 
wood, but wbit&, by the bye, was by 
no XDeans unpalatable ; and placing them 
before his guest, signified that he might 
CMitnence operations, an intimation 
which Mr. Lee, with the assistance of a 
<pooket*knife, obeyed without hesitation. 
Hark then retired, and having kindkd 
•a small iire, in a ravine near the tent, 
; produced 
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praddced the carcase of a fat opoHMi^ 
iN^rieh he cot up, and placed W^U^ 
atew-^pan. In a few tninutes the savdttf^ 
mess was in a condition to be phiced^ W 
fbre the traveller ; and although totffi)^ 
unseasoned, and destitute of the aconM 
paniment of bread or vegetables,' <SHf|} 
famished wayfarer did ample justice tb 
the cookery of Hark, who sat by; MM 
refused to partake, until the hunger '^ 
his guest was appeased. This Was tfafc 
proudest day of the life of Hark tht^ 
snake-killer. Unused to kindness, anJS 
accustomed from the earliest dawn- of 
reason to consider men as his enemie^ 
this was probably tlie first time that he 
had ever enjoyed the luxury of doings 
good from motives entirely voluntitf^. 
He was in company with a gentlemasi 
of fine appearance, and, to his appr^ 
hension, of superior intelligence, who 
treated him as an equal. Although att 
aristocrat by birth, property, and asso- 
ciation, 
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llfip^ apd> his babiAi^ asid'spoitii' 
9iyp,,«iid man .of-plqafnire^ had {jkbronia 
klpoi fkefoentlir into .opatwt with »thi^ 
^«r;jdass6s<dfj3Ciciety, anditbis we stipi 
I99P; Jbo be ^geoeraUy ttoe of thote whd 
mgflgefia sensual ipteawim,' or in .wiitA 
jfi mote cwnoionly called adtssipation/y 
11^ it is> if • we : mistake no t, ; a aational 
^jbaracteristicy .that our (gentlemtn (aiD» 
jf^bm cifcumatanoes render ijt. oonitOf 
Qj^it^ adapt themselves with ^]ierfiM( 
fpae totJie.aoGiQty of Abeir Jnl^ipis in 
fduwtian and manc^^s. Mr. Lee,,thei:«;. 
fiw^ without muQh<eff(«t» bad the^taoit 
Ipl 'treat x»}r Mmd Hark as. an ^u^lt 
i|imply by avQidirug any supwcilipiwi 
dj^w jq£ averslon» or air^of superiority; 
and ^ joonse^ence wa9, th^t ,be rope 
^^^mgrneut in the esteem.and affepr 
t)pn of ;tfaid uncouth boy, who soon Jder 
(ptD;to wQaiate him as a supwior beiqg^ 
Jt.was noMr dosk^^nAd ourdti^v^Uw 
VOL* u. D bad 
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had. no choice left oat to q;)epd the n^g^ 

uader the miserable dxelter .whus^ .h^ 

had found sp opportune!}^. Io4€aff^ 

contrasting his present situatu^n, ii^^ 

the gloomy terrors of the forest,. and rt^ 

disquietude which he had experieiig^^ 

within the last twenty-fonr hours, /j^ 

found great room for congratulatip% 

and recovered his natural flow of spuAfff 

sufficiently to converse freely with H«^ 

whose reserve began imperceptibly ^ 

wear away. 

While they were thus engaged, 4bf> 

dog all at once shewed symptoms <^ 

agitation, pricking his ears, then crawlr 

ing out of the tent and snuffing tbf. 

air, and at last uttering a low sha^ 

whine, and hastily retreating back J^ 

bis master, with his hair bristling m^ 

bis limbs trembling. Hark, alwaj{|| 

aliviB to fear, looked at his dumb COQ^ 

panion, and at his guest, with a ghastilf 

expression of terror <m bis sallow fea* 

ttires. 

Mr. 
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* Mh Lee would have spoken, 'bcft ftife? 
b6y eathioned him to be silent ;• and* 
oiJdElping to the aperture of the lodge,' 
recotinoitred the surrounding shades- 
vlAih' the cunning of a wary hunter.-' 
Qtearge followed, and was about to step- 
fkmi the lodge, when his companion 
olbght his arm, and whispered — ** In- 
dfansP* 

Pootsteps could now be heard' passing 
aroiiiKl ; they were the wily steps of the 
cautious savage treading softly,as if aware 
of the vicinity of a foe; but the rustling of 
the leaves, and the cracking of the dried 
twigs, betrayed them to the ears of the 
attwitive list^iers. Then a low signal-cry 
\wte heard, which was answered by an- 
cUfaer from a different direction* A 
party of Indians, painted for war, wiis 
seen scattered about, moving silently 
tfafbugh the bushes, or standing in .the 
attitude of eager and watchful attention, 
with their hands upon their weapons, 

D 2 and 



iuiA their dark eyes ^Himin^ ^lllk V^ 
itxaous ttifidity. It was evidebt * lliit 
they had traced their victims Ai'tiUs 
Bpaitt and were now anxiously B iKik flflj l 
the place of their concealment SUA* 
denly Hark uttered a piercing fittetltiif 
and rushing forward a few steps, puriiM 
aside the bushel;, so as to disclose' iUlt 
entrance of the lodge to the Indiaiis.^^^ 
^ Tndtor T exclaimed Mr. Lee, as lie 
sprung after him, convinced bylihisaettUi- 
tlmt the wretched boy hadbetrayed %iili 
into an ambuscade, and intending, iiiAAr 
a sudden impulse of passion, to >sirHft 
him to the ground; but a moBai tutt i y 
glanceinduced him to abandon the*iill- 
pidon. Before him stood a taiMndiM, 
Whose ^superior air and dress anriooiMAH 
Imn to be a- leader, with his rifle '|ir6Md 
to his shoulder, as if in theiset of'^ttdA^ 
aim. His keen eye had dlsodtetoi^the 
faces of the whites, through s6«iei8li|^ 
opening t>f tfaeiaterv^ifaig foUa^ inM 

he 



^ ititA Mi»««%«ly fuepiMingi tft -^ 

Rii^ t»)4AidIty> wt9» wheii £(arl$N, ,i>§|y 

HfP <9ipjtor with l^i^k? pf inteBse, agf^ 
9f I , jir. liee^ stpod , behiiwl 14{0» *Wr 
pad^ <wpd enhbMrraiBed; while th^ I|^ 
uat$, danhiog (hipo^gh th^ hvshjes, v{|tJi!i 
l« ipa^l t^rifi9 y;ell9» w4 brand|shuig 

pr. tpipfi^siwk9, .<7a^de4 abput Ui^ 

qibi^i IH^p^re^ t<) glvt th^r ifefr 

«np^* hy towpl^ting th^m i^pcm 4he 
tt ,3ut th^ ct)ief retrained tb^m, 
>|^ng.f|;biief but peremptory expla^i|- 
H, Jin A Jififlguage ypknpwn to tiVP 
saiivs» btit which probajhly $ugg^f^ 
lift JTQspi^ fr^m ipstant death, opj^ 
I pr0)u4e to q mpup lingering and 

r^«XHaw fl$ this jjftpd ftf savflges Rgr 
M fe? thp eye tf Mr- liep, to whoip 
jsoene ^rai ii^w^ an expe^i^npe^ ob- 
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-OBPrer iwoiiid Imve reoiarised hi Hftdir 
department a more titan ocdiimiyvtitt- 
qgRoe of . modentdon. 1%^ Indians^. Hke 
iatt Mother ualettered men^ aqt fntta'Af# 
imlse. . A battle diways whets tbekr 1^ 
lietke for Uood; and they visit rik^Ml 
Ae lives of their unfortunate (iiq^^im 
tlie tlUbumour occasioned by their o^M 
fatigues, losses, or sufferings. Thff 
are eruet, always when excited, and 
often without excitement; and aosMf* 
twines, Trom mere caprice, treat tbnr pri^ 
Mnei» with lenity, and even kindnalft. e 
^, It happened that the cajitors of t/Ss^ 
L^ were in a good humour. Thtgf 
bad perhaps made a sucoessfiil ionia^ 
upon the whites, or had met with^ato 
occurrence recently to awal^n v^Mfitfil 
fe^ngs. The fine horse of Mr. CiM 
the gun, the axe, and the skins of Harki 
bonstituted in their estimaftioii a piifle 
of no small value, and their ready .^tM| 
enabled them to see at a glattj^ %kUt 

theur 
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ikiBk pnokiem were not persons of 
Me^iiabits^ Soixie, or all of' thaH 
wmrO^r^ted t6 protect the cBLpAvm 
imnilln^sge; and they were marobM 
i^Tto the shore of the Ohio, where the 
Iffifkm embarked iii canoes that werp 
Diieealed among the wiUow8» and croai^ 
#40 the opposite bank, where they 6» 
Ifibped. 

t)At ats early hour» the followiiig mom^ 
^Vtfae whole party prepared tomarcb; 
If not until some of the warriors evinced 
dtoposition to amuse themselves at th* 
pewie of Hark. The diminutive size 
dVqueer looks of the half-civilised 
ir^ 4ittraet^ their attention, and 
fyilildu^ed tbdr drollery by forming 
ttii«ltes'iMo two parallel lines, and 
ting tire dkconeerted snakerkilkt 
uth baebu^ard^ and forwards between 
lii. As he passed along, one would 
k him in the' side with the point of 
Icmfei^i9i4 when the frightened bo^^ 
^ D 4 turned 
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tvraed'bis'hcsid tox^acds hia.tori]} 
iM^tbfar would trip hiair^ by p]ack]^4|p 
obslack m his path. One of tlte teUei^ 
of the .farsres Jed hftia to a tref^. agai||^ 
which beplaeed him, while witbtja tqq|g^ 
homrk he marked his diminutiye. h^^^^ 
MCCTf ^tcfy upon the terk ; then D^enai)^ 
^ng. and marking his own height u^pfP 
the same tree^ he pointed otit the iifh' 
nnee to the amused warriors,, who la^g]|- 
,ed Yoeiferdusly at this specinMon of vinfu. 
. Mn 6eor^ Lee joined hearti^J^ 
the kiQgb^, occasioned by the lodicvo^ 
appeartooe of his new acquaintaooe^ 4php^ 
h was DOft long until he became himsf^ 
6 sul^t. of n^efrriment Among^ ^ 
tpbils was a large iron kettle^ iiito.wlu^ 
the Indians had packed their piroyisioiii^ 
and when the march was about ,ta :b^ 
commenced, it was determined to make 
bur friend George the bearer of this butv 
den. Jn vain did he remowtrale^ .both 
by emphatic signs and imploriog lao* 

guage. 



fffOigBf figuring tfajem th^ ff^ was a gen- 
tfemn, unused to labour, and totally 
qnable to carry such a burden ; tl^e In- 
^i^ns persisted in placing the kettle on 
Ik bead, a^4. the unfortunate gentle- 
9an, wiiUng to try the virtue of obedi- 
)nce, and afraid to refuse, moved for* 
rard ; faii^it although his head had always 
een consic^ered hard, in one sense of 
ie woi*^ it d^ ^^ prove so in the pre- 
mt in^ t^ce } and after proceeding a few 
eps be bega^ to falter, an^ showed 9, 
^ire to set doivn his lo^d. A very 
uscular savage, a surly malic^us-jiook- 
e ruffian, advanced toward^ hixp, and 
uijdishing bis war-club, ordered him 
procee^. George, without u;^de;r- 
ondiffg tbe language, readily cpmpije* 
pded the meaning of ,t^ Ix;idian,,^d 
tiii^ towards him, exclaitned in a 
ie of vexation — " I say, my good fel- 
7j ,if you rthipk i,t;$ so mighty ea^ to 
ty jMii^ Ic^ad, you had better ^try it 

d6 The 
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^^niti4 VmOiti raised hiii dob ta «lflM!F 
ttet Gfeorge, who was a theoretical b6M@H^ 
afiffl a man of spirit, threw the kdt^ 
fi6ih his head, suddenly darted v/fHSti 
Wm, wrested the club from his gras^' 
alld throwing it from him, struck ^^flt' 
ai^ailant with his fist. The IndkURP 
shoiited applause, formed a circle, ilttif^ 
encouraged their companion to cqnt^iue 
the battle ; and the latter, who cotlid 
riot refuse without disgrace, sprung fUli^ 
am\y upon the rebellious prisonttC 
Though stout and active, he found hib' 
fall match in Mr. Lee, who was a youD^ 
man of large frame, in the prime' of- 
manhood, and accustomed to athlete!' 
exercises: he was much stronger tfa^' 
the savage, while the latter was his ^^tt^ 
perior in cunning. Thus matched, tk€f 
battle was severely contested for seviMil 
minutes, when George, by a lucky Ua#^ 
stretched his adversary upon the ground;^ 
to the infinite amusement of the.byi 

standeriC 



tjji^jpeat:^ comrade, u^ith the sever^ 
ilKijf^ Mn Lee now rose ccinsid#rat>\y^ 
ifit^ike j^stioaiition : of bis capWrs^ tbc^ 
fiMtl^ was s^sf^end^d upon a polei and 
MfKl^ by two of the party^, and our 
ISiffSd aocomqskodated with a lighter load* 
i^kfiy Md not proceeded &r, whea 
}]^: reached the margin of a broad aad 
gnd stream, which they prepared ta 
fm by fording* To this evolutipi^ 
^k evinced great repugnance ; for al-f 
DHgb 9CCii«tomied to (gabble in marsby 
ols^ he could not swim, and was mar-r 
llioudly afraid of de^p water. The In^ 
jM, who became more and more 
used with hia untoward v^gariosj 
yeiinm intothe water before theiyli 
^ s)K>Mts of merrifnent The stream 
;ftlH>t%t. waist deep to the men, wba 
t^ iiraily thipugh w^tbout difiieul-f 
ngff^ fiOrJjLaf^^whpse chin floated l)ke 
ii;;.-: d6 a cork 
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fl^dbifc'ti^ t%^ stttfitde^ iirMfe fate' 

seiiftfel3^ touting the bottfdmv wdm ^jB»f- 
<5f6%hlly swept by the force of*^ 
rUm frotA utidef hitii, and th^ 
Htbhifi <^otn^letely immersed, untit.iie 
ik^ relieved, und again pbced in a jtrnf^ 
pt^hukiT'iAttitixde. il to 

• Th6 Indians, either fi^otti a «tise.-tf 
^fe lu(^erou8^ or ftx>m the pieasut^^ ef 
giving pain, found ^^Ksh rare ^rt In^tte 
icrfierin'gs of Hark, that they no BOttner 
fetched the i^hbre, than they detetmkMd 
to repeat the exhibition* aefUliteA-% 
ffae same spitit wMeh induce 1i«e 4ffn- 
tUtats at a theatre to encOfi^ some pkfe* 
ctiAis piece of buffoonery. HarttMiMtt 
l^refore oondmamded to retrws^ hk^Mefis 
to the opposite bank, attended hy^mm^ 
rior, #hf09e duty was to keep the 'pi^ 
t&rmef^ bead above water/ tmt mho 
misehievously bobbed it under feti0 Mr- 
ftce^ whaiever a .suitable tiypporkonity 
offered. Havii^ thus- wcros8ed,r' Md 

returned, 



pDistt^ prepared to ieaitme their JjEHili-i 
m^. jStirii ^ure*)Qle o£ the apdrtg;c^lilf 
My»i»% 6f vri)iich they €»lt¥ea the bnpf 
iiltf ririds iof eij^nient^ few i»iid%r%|ih 
Mmgt, ^tJMd; ftifteoeed the. solitary jftNxiHiff 
of tfae cbase» wd the butchMiea of- iMir» 
Aefj^inoaiy irifpfits of watdiing, ftnd the 
ung fbrjffi spent in brocding ^^rer.kne^ 
ited fiolenbe^ and insatiable ireveq^ . . 

:ii8iiK, ihoeigb: greatly terrified» DrtA 
tf^t miieii ^aligued by fais late eKC|fPtiM8i 
nr tie was as hardy as a pine knot». aiwl 
omaftosn^ :td exposune to the ele^^i^olir. 
Ee mm^ therefore soon rei^ed» mi^ .IMW 
miDg carekasly agakist the stem <^ a 
af»iig tre^ when ihe singular iiMfWUh 
3ffi^offais^oot3ii tenancy attmeted tfiejal;*' 
pitidn of "the Indkins, who :are q^kk 
d aocb rate observers vS |)hy8ipg(Mmt^; 
Imeyei,' usually idul]^ .was miw iUgllMd 
»» andleeQiily fixed: (upon some nt^jMl 

ai^diorl; ^istaooe off, an tJie ws^^Os^ 

His 
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JSklipi weneeMbpi!e86ed»aiidthetoitiMftfiii 
afthte vacant odunteiiance in^ peroep^ljk 
dKrtlon* He seemed to be drawiag Iwvrf ? 
sdV up like. 80Eoe crouching amnwl^ pmiH^ 
piling to spring on its prey. Si»dcl^ii^r 
h]|^ dotted forward towards a iai^e UMikf 
siialiey whidb was silly dragging its 3biW 
Ring folds over the dry leaveiB^ end aenr- 
img the reptile by tlie neck with 'ooe^ 
hand, whirled the long body in the aiv 
over lixs head, as a child would fiouriab 
a -whip-lash. Then he suffered it to 
cdil itself round his arm and neck ; and 
diaengaging it, threw it into the air, 
estehing it as it fell. This he reputed 
ir€i}uently, always taking care to aeiaie 
tbe animal dexterously so near the.hea^ • 
as to prevent the possibility of lis Htingi 
At length he dropped on his banda aad 
knees, and fixing his teeth in theibacfe 
of the creature's neck, shook it vitdeMiJr^ 
at a terrier dog worries a rat ; and finally 
tsiking the head in his hand^ be rose and 

lashed 



lMli«a'f«be trees 'with tHe I6ng fkottUfe^ 
b66y of hi^ Yiictim, until he d^hed it'td 
IMceb, exhibiting in the latter part of* 
tlffl'fsitigular exercise^ a degree of spite 
aijif ftiry altogether foreign from his ojp* 
Xitiatyf indolence of manner. The In- 
dhksi in the meanwhile, gazed at this 
nSirei achievement with delighted admi^ 
rMion,' clapping their hands, and shoot** 
i<!lg applause; and when Hark rested 
from his labours, some of the oldest war- 
riors patted him on the head, and ex-^ 
claimed, in broken English — " Good T 
— •• velly good !'* They forthwith con- 
ferred upon him a sonorous Indian name, 
wtiich being interpreted, signified, " He 
that kills snakes," and treated him a& 
teifwards with lenity, and even favour. " 

'»lt Was very evident that the Indians 
were neither in haste, nor fearful of pur- 
suit; for thiey loitered by the way, stop* 
pinj^ at particular places, and examining 
fdr tfigns, ai if expecting to fall in witk 

! some 
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qqf^k )fa^ liisqoYered, w^icb frad bfei^ii 
IP^^die by chopping, ft portion of the bftri^ 
ffqm a fapling^ w^th a tpm^Ipawk; attd 
^,p^ dislj^nce, in th? Iptf groun(}, a t^n 
CC^V^Qifi of $n9Qke wb^ seen wreathing 
9|)oy^ tji^ trees. If ere they halted^ <Mt 
a .\arge pole« which, after stripping o^ 
the bark, they painted with several oc^ 
lours, ^d then planted in the ground 
They i^&sy jQut a lock of hair from l^e 
hea4 Off leaqh of the prisoners, and aftet 
braidijUg then), placed tl^m in a me^ 
cine b^, which they bjung upon ti^e 
pole, an^ enqleavoured to explain, Ijjjr 
sigx^s ,^nd b^ol^en C^nglish, that thest 
locks irep^^septed the prisoners, whom 
they j^t^ded to adopt into their tribe- 
Jk}l ;thi;]gs being r^^dy, ttie cinef shout- 
«4 with ^ A9ud vpioe, i^tte^n^ <^ttfm 
p^i^llar yell^^ by which 4^ey intended 

to 



to convey to their tribe the intelligenoe 
of their successful return, and the num- 
ber of their prisoners. Then they form- 
ed a circle round the pole, and joining 
hands with each other and with the pri- 
soners, who were now taken into com- 
panionship, danced round it, singing and 
leaping with great vivacity. 
'..After tkiiB exercise had oootiniied 
Hbout half an hour, they were joined bgr 
some of their companions whose smokt 
they had i^en; and the whqie partjr 
marched <>ff, in great ceremony, to tki 
oarop, where Mr. Lee witnessed a apeo^ 
tade which filled him with astonishment 
and horror. What this was, will beex» 
j^laibed in a future chapter. 
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^H£ course of our narrative now brmgi 
lit bock to Jenkins's Station. WiUiaoi 
Colburn^ the brave youth who efiacked 
the ^escape of Mr. Lee, was the saoM 
Imnttt to whom the reader was intiw 
dooed at the carrier's enoampiBenty in 
the Allegheny mountiains* He knean 
^ fUffians by whom he was suoroiiDd^ 
ed, and having saved a stranger firom 
tbdr clutches, retired silently to Im 
lodging, little apprehensive of any daii« 
ger to himself. But his situation was 
not without peril, which, however he 
might be disposed to despise it» occi»» 
pied his thoughts; while the interalt 

that 



that he felt in the stranger, who seemed 
to have been thrown upon him for pro* 
tection, concurred to drive sleep fimn* 
his pillow. The apartment which he 
ooeupied was a mere loft, the same which 
Mr. Lee had just left, immediately 
above the room in which the noisy ruf- 
fians were assembled. Their loud con- 
v^fsadon had now ceased, and titfsy 
seemed, to have thrown themidtvea os 
itevfloor .to slumber. After some tiOMi 
te:beafd a-sl^ht noise in the apartment 
hdim, wcceeded by a faint murmur itf 
fieicfes ; ithfn a step could be distingunll. 
61^' ^B of > one slowly ascending to Us 
dunabet;; fie.snafcdbed Ins hunliai^ 
kmill fto^ the ch^dr beside his :bed, aiMl 
Mlc«ilng it under the.bed-dothes, feigOi^ 
ed^eldep. A person entered, aiid ap^ 
paeaoiieditfae bed which had been oeeu^ 
pikd}:Jby Mr. Lee. . A short ulenee e» 
stte^P then a blasphemous expiessieoti of 

dtsapfmniment . escaped the iii^rudeiv 

ifi.; : who 
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wl4ck bad conceded a ddfk:kiitefti^}alMl 
a(dillE>)M|^t:^iBaaied oireir the jqpftrtcofctii 
Hilling satisfied hifiisdf tbafe^tbe^/fcad 
before jbini was^empty, the rufflim jtua^ 
9d hart%ii to. that of Golbum^^Jwbbse 
I^BCxdiaatiiii'f s indieated ike^ cakiiMte^f 
ptofoaiid shimber. Tiie rufSau hddf-Ui 
Jf&Ui upon bb knifed gand fariao^Jn- 
•taiit with ve^uUul maKgaitj^ andtboB 
.haatiljF^Mlircdi^ ^but not until the yooib 
had naeognised the mvage countcMinat 
of PatteDson. Colbvmi heud ima- ^tcr 
•Ae n^om beloivsr^ and arising l^j^ly Ibitif 
'fm bad» placed his ear to a^crevloe in tki 
4fM>r^ and beard o«ie of the party^exefatini 

^ '^ AjTv ^replied Fattemon^ ^ geneiibttik 
apdline.''. ^. -; ttj. 

*r- A oenitised whispering emued» iraul 
«hieb Oolbnm ceuld gather nothie^ 
but diiectmg his eye tothe ofevitie^lie 
I^itterson poqit bis fingef op^irfudii 

and 



btedtalttaiscii: 

• ^M(MtBMiit ^afterwards, on^ of tb*. 
pa«tyvreiiif«r]ced<^'^ jEK^ Imow^ woiethkig 
flixiiit it" 

^ ''JBiitt€OTOii, with a tremendous oatli» 
]i^fied«»^^He knfim^ more thw beshaU 
CffertelL'' 

A long ooasultatioii ensued, which 
ended with Patterson's saying-^" Not 
lo^igbt*^it will not do— but to^norvoivr 
he>aMist be takw <saie of." 

During this time^ Patterson Jbad.^ 
plied himself several times to the wfav- 
key-'bottle, and becoming much ititoKi* 
ealed, began ito ourse his companions as 
villains and cowards. — *' It was you," 
sml^he, ^^ that(put me on this-*-I never 
attempted the like before — I have stood 
Iqr you, Bi^ protec^d you in all your 
vi0aiiy«*>*-bot you know I have always 
sflULlrwoald never be eoncemed inta^ 
Ui^^life-^Itne^er have-done it befbrfM- 

If f this 
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this is the first time^-^ftnd when 4llfe MT 
came to be done, you all backed ott^" 
and left me to do it — but this is tlhelatt 
time— I shall never lift' my hand' agfed&ist 
a man in the dark again— —*' -'OVii^ 

" Yes, you will," said a coarse vniw;' 
and the speaker, followed by another 
person, entered the room. " ^ 

** Harpe !" exclaimed several Voices. 

** Ay — that's my name; I am imtr 
ashamed to own it.** 

*• You ought to be," rejoined Piitter- 
son ; ** for if ever there was a bloody<i> 
minded villain — — " i 

•*• That's enough," said Harpe, fiercely 5 
'* you and I know each other, and th& 
less we say of one another the better." 

** I never killed a man," said Pattevw 
son. 

" Because you haven't the oourage^^ 
cried Harpe ; ** but you pass counterfdt 
money, and steal horses-~and beside* 
tfaat» don't i know somethings about a 

man 



num tlmf s jost gme from here, and aao^ 
tber thatTs asleep,** pointing si^^ifieantly 
upwards. 

Patterson saw that Harpe bad bean 
eavesdropping, and felt the necessity of 
compromising matters. 

'* I was only joking, Mr, Harpe,** said 
he : '' what you do is nothing to nobody 
but yourself — ^go your ways, and I'B go 
mine. 

^ I am willing to do you a good tum^** 
replied Harpe, ** and you must do me 
one ; that lad up there must b o y ou 
understand — or else you must quit the 
country — and there's another that I mis»- 
ed in the woods,^ that must be hunted 
up in the morning — help me, and 111 
help you.** 

Colbum had been satisfied, until now, 
that he was safe for the night. Being 
the son of a respectable farmer in a 
neighbouring settlement, whose courage 
and enterprise were well known, and 

being 
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biiag»Iiiqaiikirbim<iel£ lie w^s ^w^i^ M 
FMt(MWli<wd bisgwgmMrid^w^ cbiip 
to molest him under the nx>f of Jfi|ika9% 
iviKtfe ,a :dM4 of violence cquld jitpfc :bt 
perpirtRiitBd witfaotifc the riskr^dk«Q««fyi 
Had he been a ^trai^or, |ii$ ^ituatMH 
vrnxstH hwffe been hap^leBS/; i^e iAmaen 
erf* <dMoation would, rin tbat^cfcie, brnm 
been feifiTi and the dang^ of ifitributioii 
small, compared with the consequenMS 
t)ia(>would result froip an injury. to^im* 
a^. r That an attempt would he npode 
in the naornipg to waylay him in the 
wood^f where no .witness ^would .be ^pre- 
maU fa^ ^w was^probabte, and to escf^ 
that 4iinger required all his ingemiily. 
but the arrival of the Harpes^aQd the 
disclosures he had heard, oonvinged bim 
tlMt hie w*s placed m imiuiieiit ^1. 

Airthe time <^theescape o£the Ebrpes 
bam justice, in.the.manner fiMrmerly w* 
lated^ their nances were unkiiown ill 
Kentw^y r they were sUai^ipin tlie 

ooontay. 
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Mttntiy, and the aggresskHi fbf tthtoll 

fiey Wtf e then in eustody, was the Urst 

Ibit they were known to have comttiit^ 

tad ; «in^e then, a series of shocking tnas^ 

sacres bad given them a dreadful noto^^ 

i4€^. They had passed through the 

whole length of the scattered settle^ 

meiits of this wild region, leaving a 

Moody track to mark their ruthless foot* 

Meps : they spared neither age nor sex, 

but murdered every unprotected being 

who fdl in their way. What was most 

extraordinary, they appeared to destroy 

without motive or temptation : plunder 

was a secondary object: the harmless 

n^ro, and the child, were their victims^ 

as often as the traveller or the farmer. 

A native thirst for blood, or a desire of 

vengeance for some real or imaginary 

injury, seemed to urge them on in their 

horrible warfare against their species. 

They bad escaped apprehension thus 

fytn in consequence of the peculiar cir- 

*'WQhn II. E cumstances 
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cutnstanoes of the oountiy, and by. a^siii- 
gul&r exertion of boldness- and fHumjaog, 
Mounted on fleet mid poweiful- l^ia^t 
they fiedt after the perpetration * of i an 
outrage, and were heard of im naoi^t 
until they appeared suddenly at aatne 
didtaqt and unexpected poiqt to oomniit 
new enormities. Tbdr impunity tiws 
fiu* was the more astonishing, a^^.the 
peq>le of the frontier have always beqa 
remarkable tor the public i^irit, , 4ileit- 
ness, and success, with whieh they pur- 
sue offendersi who seldpm escape these 
keen and indefatigable huntejfs» . ; 

Colburn was aware that, from sucfli 
^emies be had no chance of escape but 
in immediate flight, and hastily putting 
on bis clothes, he bad the good imtuqe 
tq slip out of the house unperoeiva$l«:^i^A 
few minutesafterwardsi a loud hallopi^ 
from beyond the stockade, «nn«apMM 
the arrival of other tray^llars ; andi<«^ 
tain J^Akins sqop apciMMd^ inHndqei^ 

»ilady 



n iadyKiidigen|l«{99il!iQto tbe^cpmmoQ 
jmm^ iYihi^ mFY^, as: a n^peptacl^ fpf: all 
the gueste, g^oti^, si^ifJft w o^mpou^/J, 
ikvhofn iQhaiKM % or iwHo^tion, It^rpij^lit to 
rtis; i^^itive baM, I Th^ la^Jy was 
Jkftis yirglnia P^^leton^. ^Dfl>.t|jie gen*^ 
tiepatoi^Qlonel Q^driqlcsqjru her upde, 
fitn dd^y (9Pn, of plaiip but, peculiarly 
impoiiDg; $Kt^i>w.-v be waa spare and 
aniifoubiv. ^ndi: though p^st tbi^ ^e , pf 
ii%j, 9eeitied. tP' be 'm tibe yigpur of 
Itvength apd aqtivijty; hi§, person was 
9Fi9Ct» . his ftep n[iartial» and /^omewhat 
stal^ely : his f^^atures^ sunburnt^ and near* 
jjiL'^s dark as thos^ of tbe, Indians were 
austerre, and announced uncomproousing 
finnti^^. The^e wa^ in his .^deportment 
tuvrards/ Miss Pepd}eton,^^ n^ixture of 
^parental kifiidttess, with the punctilious 
jBRUCtesy Qb^rfv^d by. thegentleniea of 
JS^dP^wky tp^^rds all feoojales, as . well 
t]M>0s q£ their own' fanaiiies as^otbers: 
tikmai^wm f^USPt* q»pr^ lth§i|ipr44oary de^ 
/U>i 4 £ S gree 
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gree of polite observance in his f)U(^^ 
tioos^ which might have arisen, in . pa^ 
from a spontaneous admiration oft^ 
womanly graces of his lovely ward, an^ 
have flowed in part from sympathy ,iqn 
her misfortunes. These feelings .p^ 
duced a kind of fatherly gallantry, /a. 
mixture of delicacy and respect, wiJth 
fondness and admiration, which blended 
harmoniously with the plain but digni** 
fied and gentlemanly air of the veteran 
pioneer. They were followed by two 
negroes, a man and maid-servant, who, 
having removed the outer garments of 
their master and mistress, retired to tb.^ 
kitchen. 

The arrival of colonel Hendrickspn. 
struck the ruffian party who wer^ .af*. 
sembled round the fire, with awe; fa(r 
he had long been a terror to evil-dpers. 
They shrunk back to make room for th^^ 
travellers, while Micajah Harpe drew 
Patterson out of the apartment, and di$>* 

closed 
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;lo$ed to him a tremendous scheme of 
liibolical revenge. Representing the 
dVaritage which would accrue to them- 
^^s by ridding the country of colonel 
fendrickson, an active magistrate, and 
man of military skill and intrepidity^ 
3 proposed not only to murder him 
rd his fair ward, but to destroy all evi- 
?nce of the foul act, by including Jen- 
ns, and all the inmates of the house, 
itterson started back in horror at this 
^posaL The felons who sometimes 
est our frontiers, have generally an 
?rsion against deeds of violence, and 
lorn practise on the lives of those 
y plunder : Patterson, though dissi-* 
ed, unprincipled, and a hardened de- 
lator, had never dipped his hands in 
>d ; but human nature is always pro- 
iisfve in depravity or in virtue ; the 
t' of man is continually becoming 
igthened in principle, or callous to 
dictates of conscience; and he who 

£3 embarks 
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embarks in crimiitol pursfiitB 6dn tiffik 
no limits to his 6wn atrocity, ^me-i^^ 
cent occurrences hid rendered Patter- 
son mbre than 6rdtn£lrily redkless/ tihA 
stirred up his Vindictive p&Ssions ; m 
was disappoiried, exciCed, l^nd irfti[>xi- 
cated» and the foul 'c6mplCct wlEts'mdd^;' 
Supper was prepared for' Ine ffkvigU 
lers, arid placed upon tlie t^l^e. Cof6- 
nel Hehdrickson led his lilece tb tfie 
ample b6ard, and as so^n las they ^w^ 
seated, b6wed his head, wbJdh xvas 
sNghtiy silvered with ag^, and Ih ^ nrian- 
ly, solemn Yoic^^ imp^lored the blessing 
of f)ivine ProVidertee. lA* th^t trfd- 
ment, white the iiricle atld nietje Mt 
with eyes beht downwards, the t*^o 
Harpes appealed in the 46or, and dell> 
beratdy aimed their rifleis M the' uhcoh^ 
scious travdtet-s. Thdr fingers vmte nU 
teady on the "irig^rs-^tiieir «y«s,'gltetnii. 
ing hellish 'vengdMde/ were' xlirected a- 
long the deadly tubes with fi^nerriiig 

skill, 
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skill, an4 another seooQcl would have 
rendered all human aid unavailing, 
when each of the ruffians was felled by 
a powerful blow from behind. The 
Mes went off, sending the bullets whist* 
ling over the heads of those who had 
been doomed to deaih, Patterson and 
tame of has gang rushed to the ^rescue 
of their 'confederates, while the assail 
ants, sriatcbihg the guns from the grasp 
if the prostrate ruffians^ passed rapidly 
»ver their bodies, and Fennimdve and 
lolbom fi^tood by the side of colonel 
lendrickson, who dfn an instant 'com- 
eehended the seem, atid acted warily 
n the defensive. They were all brave 
dd athletic; and i although opposed to 
Ndce thesr:buihbera, the gentlemen tbos 
icideiitally thrown together, stood 
ecty fearless, ralertr atid silent. 
Tbere is a dignity in courage ivhich 
res even opposing, courage, and sub- 
les by a look the mere hardihood 

£ 4» which 
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which is unsupported by principle, ^ole 
ruffians had crowded tumultuously iiiio 
the room ; but when colonel Hendricksdp 
and his two friends, who were all armed, 
advanced to meet them, they falter^. 
Harpe, who was again on his feet, wii^ 
a voice of desperation, and the fury o^'a 
demon, urged them to the attack ; biljt, 
they stood irresolute, each unwilling to 
commit himself by striking the firs^ 
blow, and fearful of being the foremost 
in assailing men who stood prepared to 
sell their lives at the dearest price ; and 
when colonel Hendrickson, in a tone of 
the most perfect composure, and in the 
most contemptuous language, command* 
ed them to retire, with bitter reproaches 
on their baseness, they slunk away, one 
by one, until the two Harpes, finding 
themselves deserted, retreated, mutter- 
ing horrible imprecations. 

The doors were now secured, and the 
arrangement being made, that one of 

the 
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tba, party should act as a sentinel whUe 
the others slept, alternately, the travel- 
lers separated, but not until colonel 
Hendrickson returned to Colburn, who 
was bis neighbour, and to Mr. Fenni- 
i9ore, whom he now saw for the first 
iaie, his hearty thanks and commenda- 
ions for their gallant interference. Miss 
'^ndleton, in acknowledging her ac* 
uaintance with the young officer, ex- 
^nded her hand with a cordiality which 
dnced her gratitude, and having intro- 
iced him to her uncle, retired. 
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On the following morning, Miss'P«n- 
dleton net the young officer, wbcylttd 
a secoi^-tttne been instrumental in sav- 
ing her life^ with sofne etuBarrassnieht. 
She had seen biiti- first in the s^ring-^iay 
of her happiness and the pride of her 
beauty, and bad oientaily awarded to 
him that preference over most other 
men of her acquaintance^ which - the 
heart so readily accords to a pleasing 
and amiable exterior. He was assock^ 
ted in her mind with the last of her 
days of joy, and with the dawn of her 
misfortunes. She had twice witneised 
his courage, voluntarily and generously 

exerted 



exerted in her behalf; and if she ao^ 
kndwledged to b^rsdf the existence of 
no more tender feeling, she feit that she 
it least owed him a debt of gratitude^ 
Sis tihrupt departure from Virginia, at 
i time iitrhen his ovt^n oonduot had seem^ 
d thysterious, and when some ex|^ 
atfdn appeared to be doe to herself^ or 
> tlie representatives of the deceased 
^r Hey ward, surprised and perplex-^ 
I her. She had ascertained that he 
as rdated, in what degree she knew 
ft, tx^ the guardinn of her yoath, and 
» ^teni^^ had been phMsed in painful 
jiositkm to her cywn. These reedtee- 
hs passed >liastilytfaixicigh her mind, 
i 4hB met ' Mm with a flushed cheek, 
I af 4fc>Asttftin6d manner, irery^ foreign 
tla^ ttie us6al ea^ flmkness of her 
^ertOieftt. Bat isbe saw in : him iim 
^^^ traits of' chatubter wfaidb at fii&t 
3 ) tier confi^nce<*M;he same o nka 
•^poiaiesi^nt cheerful conTersition, 

£ 6 and 
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smd open* eonntenanee ; jmd :tte liAm 
cdauds of ffiispidon which Jbad oastidt 
Hieineiitary shadov orer her Aiin^ 
flaaited rapidly away. . ;. . 

After an early breidcfast, the whole 
party mounted and commenced the 
journey of the day, fm in new coimtmc^ 
ladies as well as gentlemen travel ool^ 
on horseback. They were not withoufe 
their apprehensions that the ^arpe% 
who were desperate and unrelenting 
villains^ might endeavour to take re- 
venge for the disappointment pf the 
preceding night, by firing upon. thetOr 
fixNH some covert in the woods t. but 
colonel Hendrickson, confident thaiJ^ 
name and standing would detec tlM9vr 
late confederates from joininif.iii mf 
such attack, considered his paq^i^suffi* 
eiently strong to repel, any atteos^f^t «that 
might be made upon it But .efwjr 
pwoaution was used to insure^ aafety-; 
the gentlemen, who were all pce^vi^A 

with 



Ae^ci^tl^^wmpany was ^rnmged ^mtit 
ail^ildie iMcisioD tliat wmild faava atp 
tended the march of a sqiiadrcm oi'mr^ 
^pikyi, FenniaQore managed, as^yodng 
fi^ are apt to do in audi cases^ to phMq 
imAf by the side of Miss Pendielnsi^ 
\k ^iher two gentlemen took tlie ran^ 
Ebite the savants brought up the.cear* 
h^ir way led through the same lone^ 
ime expanse of forest which had been 
iversed by Mr. Lee, when suddenly 
icted from the hospitable roof of oap« 
n Jenkins, in the manner related-^41 
^t wSd^rness, rich in the spmitaneoaa 
^dQCtidtls of nature, but in whidi.the 
i^ell#rs ooald not expect to see a hw 
A beii^, or a dwelling, until theii' 
^^1 \iiC their place of destination, 
fi fjravellii^, many of the restraints 
dicaal intercourse are necessarily laiA 
e; and those whose lots are thus iott 
time: being cast together, jQnd it ex- 
pedient 
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pe&ieiiV^ wGfU M agraMUe liir foiite 

9ikei^ 9s a race of 4^ndbM;» '«9^, tio^ tn^ 
vdlihg^ beeoBiiei e^en niot^umibciii^ma* 
to^i^wnA sctpeixsillduB^ tliaii'tbey aaeamt 
lidine V but the ordkmiy efl^; ^^tin 
oecnpatioh upon bumaii natare Is^'caob 
as we have' suggested/;. aiKl we}14iMd 
personsv in pstrtieular, always brifig tbeir 
pfeiiteiiess kito active exereiae, wfaeii the 
necessity of tivecdae renders tfakiiccxmi- 
p&hinimt <a^ virtue >» ^and . at /the risk of 
faaing adcosed of natibmU vanify, w« 
wiH atekt/l^iait our ' ovm . Qdabtiy mee 
are the^bed^ travellers in.tbe^wdrid, iibe 
moist ^aiikble^^' patient^ /and dtMst&ii^ksni 
tfeie JeiiAt intoiitMtoK)d^ -bf aeaAantal 
hardships.)} An oiecasioD ^like ^tfae ^me 
before *ds, is peeulkrly! calculated to 
pttAabe the efifedjs to winch we klve 
slllcKled^i when the long and bnesome 
way exhibits a wiM but gloomy- mono- 
tony of scenery, and a sense of dangel* 

unites 



I 

itbites tiie ffffi^ies in tlie ttttidt>fl|i ede^ 
jbbb interest. Thiis fek the yotng^and 
graceful pair of tiders/ ^ho' had, beilta^ 
ffi) man/feaidiis fi^f ehteH^nnig ^ «ttt)iig 
inttiGfstdta ef^cb ^b«r. Mr. F«tHiibor^ 
eiMrWd ati his pti^eritf in^ Ihe endeav^t 
to rendet himtelf agrei^able ; ^and 'p^f^6 
who try to please, most generally itib^ 
jeed, for the art of pleasing depends al- 
iiost entirely upon the v^Hl ; -anA thi^ 
rouhg lady, with Ihftt admirable' tMC, in 
hi pos^ssibn of which iiefr seif la infi^ 
fft^ly su))ei§or to ours, diapteyed her 
:Mi¥ira^atiohal powers 'with more 'thati 
pdifiA-y viVficity and eloquence. We 
lall not set dbwn what passed, betiause 
^ wete not there'; and if we Kid bMfi; 
would ill becomi^ tn to give {ftfbli<^y 
ilidae sj^rightly aAd uHpr^editafiftyi 
EBes, wbiib were' never hVtehd^dlbr 
her «^s -than those" to Whi^ they 
^re *ad«Fre8sed, but flowed apontaneoiis- 
ydung hearts it)' the ^bw of uh- 

restrained 
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restrained fading. Tradition has .CNphf 
preserved the fact, that although tb^ 
rode forth from the woodland fortre^ 
on a bright sunny morning, as stately 
as a hero and heroine of chivalry^ it was 
not long before they were laughing and 
chatting like people of flesh and bloodj^ 
and wit and feeling. 

They had travelled for some hours 
when the experienced eye of oolong 
Hendrickson discovered the fresh tracl( 
of a horse in the path before them. On 
dismounting and examining more dose- 
ly, it appeared that several horses had 
entered the path at this place, and passed 
on in the same direction pursued by Qiir 
travellers ; and one of the tracks wa; , 
pronounced by Colburn to be that qf 
the horse of Patterson. That the g^ng. 
whose villany they had so much cau^e 
to dread, should have taken t^e saqo^ 
direction with themselves, and at thj^ 
same time should have avoided the 

beaten 
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eaten path, for so great a distance, were 
rciimstances so suspicious, as to leave 
ttTe doubt of a design to attack them 
^ some point, which was now probably 
;ar at hand. In the irritation of the 
oment, nothing would have pleased 
ese gentlemen more than to have 
irched directly upon the ruffians ; but 
proper care for the lady under their 
irge rendered more prudent measures 
asable; and, after a short oonsulta* 
n, it was determined to abandon the 
d, and to endeavour to avoid the 
iger, by taking a circuitous route 
3ugh the forest They now pro- 
led rapidly through the woods, ob- 
ing all the precautions of a warlike 
y ; avoiding the thickets and low 
iiids, and keeping along the ridges, 
in the most open woods. This 
e of travelling was extremely ar- 
is» for they were now obliged to 
over many inequalities of ground, 

and 
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md tO'Sumidunt a^imety oftjohgtaelcib 
At^tDue tneoient tla^ylraped their hoiWB 
OT6r tbe trtfiik of a fallen treei; '^t ano^ 
tber 4bey 'climbed a isteep MU ; wilie* 
tifiies< deep mvtneiB were to ^be cimeed} 
itid sotpetimes iow>bran€lies» or the^greal 
gmpe-vines M^in^ng from teee .:ta traei 
6btigedi !thbin io bow their -b^uls as they 
pasiedialong. . ^ ^ 

' > After riding several ^iles in tbis^tnan* 
Her, giiidedi^only by tbak isnowledge df 
Dfittural ^pjjearan^es wbich enables tlie 
experienced h Ulster to ascertain the points 
0l ^the eoihpass, und^ alaioat any dr* 
eumstanoes, tbey arrived at the iMtok of 
a 3deep lereek, ^ wYi^kt^ -was hot, ibidable, 
eitcept at the spd: ^wfaene iti was t^rdswd 
li^/ tbe rolid they. (bad ^rsakerij lud 
where the robbk*s wb|iid i be most lik€iy 
to await 'tbeir appfoaek - Ab there atie 
sevevsil modes of passing ^orer istreanHy 
praetised-bybackswoodspiin, they*>fode 
along the biaik, ^cpmulting ' as to the 

roost 



iW£Ast'pi^eti<sabte Mp#dtent, 'frfcien they* 
imnih^ a plaee where a'ttai^g^ tree hoA 
Mien aetoss the ol'eek^ clffordifyg tiie very 
ftMil% which 'they dedired. FerwladfetK^ 
bdWi^i^r^ would have pMsessed suffidetli 
d^timge »vd destterity to have wttlk^A 
m^T this natunil l^ridge. The banks^df 
the cr^ek^re' extremely 4ngh^ anidthb 
trunk of the &llen tree was stiill ftirthei' 
^ISvat^d by tbe kit-ge rodts at i;he on^ 
^d, an^ the invmense branches at the 
dtber, s& that itb distance from the water 
was ao gteAt, as to render it iinpleasMt 
to look ddwriwards. But Virginia h^d 
4 mind which eouH not be daunted by 
ordina^ry dangers, and stepping bimU^ 
tipon the log, sbeiralked with a tfimi 
atep 4long its rooild tmd harrow surfabe, 
and reilehed tiie opposite ^sbore in safety. 
Hhe Siiddles and baggage w^re otrrieU 
OV^ by tile sadie way. The greatest 
dfficulfy was to cross the borses» ibr tMe 
banks were so steep and miry, as to len* 

der 
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der 4t almost impossifale to get tbem 
iiito Uie water. By dint of coaxing', 
pusbing, and whipping, holireTer,^ all tli6 
aramais were forced in, except that be^ 
loi^ng to Colburn ; and after swimming 
part of the way, and floundering throo^k 
mire the remainder, they struggled u^ 
the opposite bank, where colonel HeiK 
dricicson and Fennimore stood to reeeiiFe 
them. Colburn had remained alone, and 
wai5 about to send over the last horote, 
wluch was still fastened to a tree, when 
the rapid tramp of horses' feet was beard 
upon the dry leaves, and he had barely 
time to unloose his steed and spring upon^ 
its back, when Patterson and hU o(m^ 
federates came sweeping towards bim ftt 
fttUjspeed. To cross the creek- with 4ii«' 
horse was now impos^ble; toaba«i46ti- 
the animal and seek silfety f&t him^f 
on the other side, would hare been tniif - 
the work of an instant, but CMbiifh^' 
loved his horse, and had too miieVi kpHit ' 

to 
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to give bim up to an enemy. BesideSi At 
heroic idea occurred to him at the nw* 
Dient, of making a diversion in favour 
of his friends, by drawing the pursoH 
upon himself. Catching up his rifle^ 
which leaned against a tree, he shouted 
to his companions to take care of them^ 
selves^ and turning towards the pursuers^ 
flourished his weapon round his bead in 
bravado, and dashed off through the fo* 
rest The outlaws saw that the party 
which had crossed the creek was beyond 
their grasp, as it was but a few miles to 
colonel Hetidrickson's settlement, whidi 
could be reached by the fugitives, liefore 
they themselves could accomplish the 
tedious process of crossing with their 
horses ; nor were they willing to attempt 
the pas^ge in the face of two resolute 
men, armed with rifles. Their whole 
fury» therefore, was turned towards CoU 
burn, and, uttering a volley of execra- 
tioiis, they put i^mrs to their horses, and 

went 



^fent 6&^ full speed in pursuit o^ the 
.young) fqresten 
. }<CQ)bum^ weU mountedt and admifaUy 
sjkjil^d in all %he arts of the hunter, had 
]&ttii0 doubt of being able to evade Jiis 
d9^mies by speed oi: artifice; and. guided 

omhfi by the sup5f a«4 ky liis knowle^ 
<(tC«tbe country^ preyed, on ward, threugli 
tb^itMckless forest Relying on U|e 
gfes%ti stuefigthi of his steed, and his ^nvm 
9fp0H^ h9i[8ie^nianship, he often cbofe 
1^. most dJfQeuH ground, leaping over 
i^vines, plunging dpwn stepp de^livitl^ 
(^ d^hing through dense thickets, where 
tborqs and tangled vines seempd to fen- 
der it impossible. for any aniiual to pass ; 
f^id he; had the satisfaction of seeiiig 
foore than ope of his pqrsuecs thcovn 
fiKMii tb^r horses, while pthecs wei» left 
in tl^ rean Still: they kept iq^on^^liis 
tragk, with the unerring, sagacity, ^irf 
woodameq.. ^ < : .'i*,»i 

Patt0rspn» who^ although thfflaq^t 

nMU, 
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vmh WW' belt mMinted, floon left.' bis 
QQmnades, ^tiaioipg fwwwi JtojoVertake 
|ha ypung butter ; wbtle C<dburD» Qim* 
^4i$ni of flfuowss, and ^iixipus only., ta 
si|)«rsite bkpiirsuers^and.ke^p them, io 
hici remr, so ^ to prevent tb^ir sofraiuad? 
^fg or intei^cepting faio^ beld up j bis 
bqrse, to busbmd bis powQi» for ,%. long 
rioe. Bat. he had judged too meaiily! nS 
the animal ridden 1^: ]P«tjterooi»» who 
fpoQ came in sight, uttering a liHid y^ll 
wihen. he beheld tbe^ you v^fi»!ester» and 
madly urging his steed) over ev/Etry ah* 
9tBcle. Still the adviint£^ was in fiivour 
of Coibum^ who» being/the lightest, ridfr> 
and mounted, on a fine, blooded aniHial» 
Jfd the outlaw thmH^h the> most intri* 
cate ways, poising- dextefoui^yr throilgb 
Ijbiokets apparently impenetrable, phrag* 
ili^in^ de^ anwasses, wd. leaping 
H^li^^iei w^ich seemed impa^saUe. Tbe 
)ji^^r pursued with spirit, sometimes 

i0^t)g':a .view (^ l|iS: .«dTian9iy» and 

<WKIl^times falling in the rear. 

At 



1 



At one time an aoddent hml neaoiy 
decided the contest, for Colburn*s bone 
becBoae entangled in a close thicket^ 
hazel and grape-vines, and the outkMr 
came near enough to discharge his 
deliberately, and with so true an 
that the ball passed along the side of tfab 
hunter, inflicting a severe though not s 
dangerous wound. The young man ex* 
tricated himself from the tangled brnah* 
wood, reined up his horse, and tumii^ 
towards his enemy, waved his hat is 
the air, shouted in derision, and then 
rode on with unsubdued alacrity. At 
last, in leaping over the trunk of a fail^i 
tree, bis horse sprained an ancle, and 
Colbum found that it was irapoa^ 
sible to retreat any longer. A geaCie 
swell of the ground concealed him aft 
that moment from Patters(»i, who had 
stopped to reload his rifle, and hasti^ 
pushing his horse into a dump of,b uoh a» 
he crouched behind a tree, to awMt thtt 

«>nMng 
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it omamg irf* hi» foe. In a few urinates 
,)| BiMerson came in sight, pressing eagerly 
i ferWard, witii his heels closed into bis 

I base's flanks, bis eye gleaming with 

II fiify, mid bis countenance animated by 
II tbecacdtement of an anticipated triumph. 
i\ When be arrived within a few paces of 
I tfae spot where Colburn stood concealedi 
^ the latter stepped boldly out, directly in 
f front of the advancing horseman, and 

I presented bis rifle. Patterson, with a 
powerful arm, reined up his well-trained 
horse, drc^ped the bridle, and threw bis 
gun to his shoulder; but before he could 
fire, the young forester's ball passed 
through bis body, and the wretch fell 
fonrard, with a deep groan, upon his 
beree's ntek. Instantly recovering his 
staaength, he raised himself in his stir- 
rtt^ and ciiarged upon Colburn with 
hte riie presented ; but the latter, no 
longer avoiittng the combat, darted nim- 
bly^ upon his foe, and throwing bis arms 
. .VOL. II. F around 
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around him, dragged him from the sad- 
dle. For a moment they straggled 
fiercely upon the ground; the ruffian, 
abandoning his gun, drew his knife ; but 
Colburn parried the stroke, and at the 
same time disengaging himself^ seised 
the loaded rifle of his advensary, and 
stood on the defensive. Patterson at- 
tempted to rise, but his career of crime 
was ended. 

The young forester now caught Hke 
outlaw's horse, which stood trembling 
beside his own disabled animal, and hav- 
ing reloaded bis rifle, continued his re- 
treat. He was pursued no further. 
The ruffian gang were struck with pasic 
when they reached the spot where their 
comrade lay in his gor^ a man^^ied ocNpaai 
They had, perhaps, earned tfaieir s c h enwj 
further than had been at fibt m 
and they now feared « ihe*:mnfe^ifaien 
o£ thdr. audacious" atteqipt 'Than 
mains of Pattersoil wefe.hastiljr^hurii 



i 



I • to 



at tW lone spfit: where hd badltUeD ; and 
tka unprindfiled companions <^ hia ^culi* 
ty life^ dispersing in di^R^ent dkedtionsi 
icMigbt safety in concealiBeat or flight 

Golotiel Hendri6ksoii arid bis young 
friends had; been greaU.y shocked on be^ 
bidding the peril in which Colfaam was 
{daeed^ when snrprised, .as vje have nar- 
mted ; but it was imposi^ble to vender 
bim Uky assistance, and when, the soands 
of the pursuit died away^ they recom- 
menced their journey wi£h heavy hearts. 
They soon refined the road which they 
had left in the morning, and desioending 
firom tbe high grounds, struck into a 
rich flat, through wliidaL a deep .creek 
was sluggishly mearidering : on,, their 
jjglil; hand the Ohio, smootAit and ti'ltns- 
imientF asta; mirmr, suddeidy hurst t^bn 
itiwlr view. - Ttoy stopped, and gazed 
lodT a moment with delight, for there is 
aooietbing ao cheerful in the apfearance 
^' a beautiful sheet of water, that tbe 

7 2 same 
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same scenery which had seemed glaomf 
without it, became, with this additloB^ 
gay, brilliant, and romantic. The wert^ 
em bank of the river was low, and 
fringed to the water^s edge with trees^ 
whose long limbs dipped into the cuiw 
rent, while their shadows stretched ftr 
over the stream, and pictured the exmH 
contour of the shore upon the greett 
sur&ce. Nearer to them the beams of 
the setting sun fell upon the water, 
tinging it with a golden hue. There 
was a softness and repose in this land- 
scape that were irresistibly charming.; 
no living object was to be seen, not a 
leaf moved — not a sound was heaid; 
all was serene and silent 

Their path now pursued the coune 
of the river for a short distance^ thcB 
turning from it at right angles, crossed 
the creek by a deep ford. They Ind 
nearly reached the fording- place, whm 
their horses pricked their ears, snorted 

aloud. 
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ilk afeiidf and stopped tretnbUng in the 

u 

^ pstb. At the same instant the travel- 

^i lers discovered that they were beset on 

p all sides by a party of Indians, hideous- 

II ly painted, who had risen from an am- 

lei bnscade, and stood around, with their 

^ riSks pointed, and their black eyes 

$ laming with a hellish triumph. They 

4 lettered a terrific yell when they beheld 

K their victims; our travellers saw their 

i ghastly smiles, their murderous looks, 

^ their flashing knives, and felt, in anti- 

I cipation, the tortures of a lingering 

I death. A single glance satisfied them 

I that it was impossible to reach the ford, 

I as the largest body of the savages stood 

in that direction, while on either hand 

they were so stationed as to cut off all 

bope of retreat. One of superior sta- 

twfe stood in the path, a few paces be- 

Ibre them, laughing with demoniac ex-- 

oltation, as be took a deliberate aim, 

aivd^ discharged his rifle. This was the 

F 3 signal 
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signal of attads ; seirefal otfadis find at 
the same time, and a nmnber of toma* 
bawka whiatled around the beads of the 
assailed psirty. 

.Colonel Hendriekson afid Mn Feni- 
nmiore closed up on ^ch i^de of Mias 
Pendleton* endeavouring to shield her 
with their own persons, and heatingr 
hack the assailants with the mottt deape- 
rate courage. But they were ovw- 
powered by numbers. Colonel Hen- 
drickson wsis dragged to the ground; 
Fennimore received a wound which cau- 
sed him to reel in his saddle— a faint and 
sickly numbness was creeping over him. 
At this instant his horse wheeled sud- 
denly, and plunged into the thicket 
He Itished through the savage band, 
who in vain attempted to arrest his 
flight, and in a moment stood on the 
margin of the crieek. The bank was 
perpendicular, arising to a considerable 
height above the water; but the noble 

animal. 
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n^ animal^ without hesitating, leaped for- 
il vmatd, and atighted in the turbid stream, 
^i about midway from either shore. A 
few powerful struggles brought him to 
the opposite side, which was steep, but 
less precipitous than tiie other. Clam- 
hodng up the bank, he soon reached 
thelevel of the plain, and darted through 
the forest with the swiftness of an ar* 
rowi beeiing his rider, woundeid, and 
naarly insensible, .beyond the reach of 
poisoit. 
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The place to which Mr. Lee was corw 
ducted by his captors, was situated in a^ 
secluded valley; among a range of low 
bills. At a spot from which the und€iw 
brush had been cleared away, so as to 
form an open space, shaded by tall 
trees, a number of Indian warriors, 
armed and painted for war, were ar- 
ranged in a circle, and seated upon tbe 
ground. In the centre, strongly bound 
to a tree, was a man of large stature^ 
whose face was painted black — an indi- 
cation, as Mr. Lee recollected to have 
heard, that the prisoner was doomed tdr 
death. Near the victim was a lady,* 

also 
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also bound, in whom the eye of our 
young friend instantly recognised the 
companion of his child hood*-— the idol 
of his heart — the long-loved Virginia 
Pendleton. 

The warriors of the newly-arrived 
party were received with much cere- 
mony by their friends, with whom they 
toek their seats, while Mr. Lee and 
Hark w^e placed within the circle. A 
ccmv^*sation ensued, in which only the 
cdder and more conspicuous of the war- 
riors participated. They spoke with 
deliberation, but with much emphasis; 
and from their pointing frequently to- 
wards the east, it was inferred that they 
were- severally relating to each other 
the incidents of the late predatory ex- 
cursion. 

Their attention was then directed to- 
wards their pi*tsoners, and the interest 
with which they referred to him who 
was bound to the tree, who was colonel 

F 5 Hen- 
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Heticfrickfion, ^owed that 't\»y exulted 
in bi^ capture wkh 'no ordinal^ degctt 
of' trimnph* One of the MrarrHM^ ^ 
proacfaed Mn, and adA^ssed tQ hitfr a 
speech, in which he seemed to poifr i9M 
a Tolunie of eloquent hatred^ contef0|»t» 
and ridicule, ripbn the defeneeleaS'ioil^ 
tive, often buindishing hia totoabtfwk 
as he spoke, and descrilnng, With jljes- 
tures too sigrtificaiit to be daistakeni-^tfe 
torturea that were .proposed tp bein- 
flicted. The unfortunate -gentleonn 
eyed him with perfect ^oiB]pi0sure, aa^ 
listened to l»s spdecb wiliiQiftt albe#iiig 
the least appearance of fcitfr or irrititiM. 
Sev'erai warriors tlwn placiad theOischm 
in front «f the captlv0i and f^pare^to 
throw tbtir tomabawks* 

Mr. Lee, whose good-nature aad oM* 
valrous f^elingd began to be wwinly 
enlisted, now sprung i^, and rushiog 
towards the victioti, exdaimed tp t|ie 
tortilrers-~^' Gentlemen ! gendemen In« 

dians ! 



4)>^8^ wwififfr wfaaf you are a^ut-^ 
^n% rmp^ t^iejgeQlIeinan ! If be ha$ 
dmciny^ 3ny barniy 111 be security 
%\mt he ahfU make you ample satis&o* 
4s^n\^ while poor Virata shrieked and 
liwriod her faoe in )ier hands. In a mo- 
m&it (sieorge Lee w^^ at her side-*- 
.V Virginia, 4ear Virginia P' he cried, 
*/ don't be alarmed ; they shall not touch 
your-*I'Il fight £3r you, . while there is a 
drop of blood an myrvems!'' but^.the 
Indians, did . iy>t . jwitend to sl^y tti^r 
l^sof^t. , iPayiing bo ati;ent^n to the 
di0lr«m 0f};his fri^ds^ which only af* 
ftMdeid) tli#m laniuseQi^nti they. ; jtjhvew 

tbeie t9Q)nba?ik4i; owe ^er a^pthert.w 

aQiih;a maoB^r as tQ fi^ke th^pi ipto 
the tfee ioiiivifliately QV^r Jb«| h$f^>:^ach 
aU^ti«ig to Mpme^ ^ new aa iK)$^bW to 
^ imark without ^eintily bit^iig i^t 
QiJtor9;eam«^ and tbiew ippar^. in rtie 
awne jtnode, and a variety pf c^WiiHeaii^ 
Were iiaed;to tfirJtitT» jind liiTtiiqldate 

F 6 their 
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their vibtim, and to hidiice him to dev 
grade hhnself by showing some synip*'- 
torn of alarm ; but ail to no purpoae z 
cokmel Hendrickson was well acqnaiitt* 
ed with the habits of his enetnics ; • btt 
had prepared himsc^If to dfe» and -fiioed. 
his savage perseentors with, the cooapo* 
sure of intrepid resignation. 

The feelings of his companioiw in 
misfortune may be better imagined 
than described. The unhappy Virginn, 
though her high spirit enabled her to 
display a show of resignation, Aether* 
self bowed doWn by this unexpeoted- 
calamity. The calm fortitude of her 
brave relative, "labile it won her adini*: 
ration and stimulated her courage, made 
her heart bleed for the suffi^rings of one 
So worthy of a nobler fate. Mr; Lee 
had ceased to entertain any fearafor 
own safety, but his love for 
and his native goodness of hearty i»* 
duded him to sympatMze deqply with 

his 
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hiflf fellQw*«uflferers ; while Hark, wbo< 
had ' withdrawn himself from obsefva' 
ticm as muefa as possible, was lying on 
the ground, coiled up, gnawing a bone 
that had been thrown to him, and hid- 
ibg anMher which he had stolen, cast<« 
ing stealthy and watchful glances around 
him all the while, as if in constant dread 
of Iiaro), but lying so motionless, that 
his eye alone afforded the slightest indi* 
cation of his apprehensiion. 

At length the shades of night closed 
in, and the warriors prepared for repose. 
Colonel Hendrickson remained tied to 
the tree; Miss Pendleton sat not far 
from him on tlie ground, but no inten- 
tion was shown of offering her anything 
to lie upon, or any covering to protect 
her from the night air. Mr. Lee was 
nidre favoured, for as the Indians hap^ 
pened to have several: blankets among 
the plunder recently taken, one of these 
was thrown to him. Our friend George 

immediately 



lie 



09rk:,to, resiga.a;si9iilw fr^s^t tbgt 
bad bfieo m^ to h^aiy i;;^ etiui^rfed>:€£^ 
feotu4l(y.to|>r^t;eet tbi^ youi^i^f^^ frapi 
the ,col4< . The. Indwps' in^pg^al 09 

they , look uppn a^t;^ of. gall^^ ^ wiith 
90Verdign copt^upt, they know bow tp 
e6tim«Jte a hprnane detipUai and thought 
none the less ^f ^t. ,Geprg? Le^. for 
this sacrifice of bis. oiwn eomfort in fa- 
vour ^f a wmanqfh^ tribe. 

Silence reigned throughput the eaiyip. 
Not A souiid was heard but the footstep 
of the arm^ sentinisls, lybo ^ UHive<) io- 
oessantly. about, watching the prisonqiaB 
with jealous eye, and listening wiUi in- 
tense e^erapss to catch the- most diff- 
tmt sound . which might annovnce 41^ 
approach of an enemy*. Ay th^ gUd«d 
slowly, in the shade .<^ nig^^ renden^ 
stiU deeper by (be thick shadows of jbbe 

overhanging 



overhmi^Bg Ibrertv #ii4 but slightly n* 
Uev^ jls;^ ti|je^ai|)t:KloMr of an expirk^g, 
fiv^ t^cy . .«e0Oie4 . m<»?e like.'ipectces 
tbaH httttia^ bdpg9« Gplpnel Hendricks 
don reEtiainecl in a standing- .posture, 
bound weurelyrand pi^infuUy to a great 
tree» wJbli^.wfs pvoliably destined ta be 
Ms ptee /<>f exefMtipfV. He lun^w that 
the llidiada bl44$ frequently carry to 
tb#ir ViHage»;tbe pnson^rs dfstinad to 
death by tprtiJrei in CHrder that the wo. 
men, Ihe chttdreot and the wbplfs tHbe, 
may parl^pat^. m the liorrid entertain- 
ment, and derive . instruietion in the 
dreeidfui rite^ of cruelty* A confi;>rmi^ 
with that eufiitom might procure him a 
reprieve for a few days, though it wouid 
enhance the tortures that iiievitali>ly 
awaited him ; while a morcr speedy 
death on the spot they then occupied 
would out off all hope of rescue. Oo^ 
copied with such reflections, it was im- 
possible to sleep; but though denied 

repose. 
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repose, he was not wifhoiit €on$(A«illn^ 
Colonel Hendriekson was fi Cbristina/ 
and in this trying hour, when enduritig^ 
torture, and anticipating a lingerifij^ 
and excruciating death, be submitted 
with the most perfect composure to the 
will of the great Disposer of ail eveiite* 
He prayed silently, but with fervour 
and sincerity, in the full belief that he 
was heard, and that his was *^ the fer» 
vent effectual prayer of the righteous^*' 
which availeth much to the humble pe- 
titionerv His devotional feelings be- 
came quickened and elevated by this 
exercise, until at last the overflowings 
of his heart burst fiK>m his Kps in au* 
dible and eloquent language. 

Virginia, who dosed, but did not 
sleep, raised her head when tliese so* 
lemn accents struck her ear. The em- 
bers of a nearly-extingubhed fire threw 
a faint glare over the figure of colonel 
Hendriekson, and rendered hk features 

distinctly 
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dtftiMftly visible, wkile an impeitetttUk 
veil 4>f cbrknett bung Mfouod. The^ 
forms >of the Indian warriors could be 
bafdy distinguished, as they reposed on 
the ground, and raised their beads at 
this unexpected interruption. Their 
dim outlines only could be fiiintly traced 
in the uncertain light, except where, 
here and there, a scattered ray fell upon 
the harsh visage of a savage warrior, and 
for a moment lighted up the ferocious 
li neamen t& The only object u pon which 
the expiring blaze threw its beams di«^^ 
rectly, was the victim prisoner, whose 
pmon resembled the prominent figure 
in a gloomy and deeply-shaded picture. 
His appearance was strikingly suUime: 
his lurge frame, placed thus in bold re- 
lief, and dimly illuminated, assumed gi- 
gantic dimensions to the fancy of the 
beholder. His iace was serene and tran* 
qttil; hU full, bold eye, meekly raised 
towards heaven. Nmther fear nor resent* 

ment 
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iiMBit mailEcd bis fiMtaiitM; all was bop^ 
Goofidenoek ami calm aelf-^potsession : Iw 
voice was full and maoly ; his enuncia- 
tion deliberate, though impassioned ; his 
lwgui^;e, llie bdd, the beautiful, the 
alfecting phraseology of the holy scrip- 
tures. Even the eye of the savaige was 
attracted by this picturesque and striking 
speotacte, exhiUt^ in the lone wilder- 
ness, and at the midnight hour ; and all 
gaaed upon it in wonder and in silence. 
They kqew their prisoner to be a dia- 
tviguiBhed warrior, before whose am 
some of the most renowned of .their 
tribe bad faUeoi; and when they heaid 
Ihs aotcinin voice, beheld his cUgnified 
oomppsure, and.^mr him in the act of 
holding eonverse with the Master of: 
lif^ under cireumstances so caltmlated 
to impress the imagination^ ihey rdgnd^ 
ed.him as a being, under supematumlr 
protection, and were filled with awe 
And although they would have. felt a 

dread 



jfwdtte apprdadiiiig him at that mo* 
nent, they w^^ the txMe determined. 
XI lid themselves a^ soon as possible «f 
io hated and so powerful a foe. 

Gnaduaily the fire became extiAguishi* 
4 a thick doud gathered over the 
Bimp, and total darkness shrouded the 
fftcA. The voice of the prisoner ceased, 
le warriors sunk again to thdr slum* 
n^» and all was silent. The sentinds 
viewed their vigilance and as thdf - 
resight couid now avail nothings other 
lecautions were used to |Hrevent any 
tempt to escape on the p^ of the pri*' 
ners. It Was nei^ daybreaki wben> 
I^nel ! Hendriokson felt a hand passiiig' 
m]y fitom his feet ^wani alcng hia 
r8on«**^and then another band whidh^ 
tdently gra^)ed a knife.: He kneiv^ 
kt almost every Indian, has mfte indi^> 
lual quarrel to avienge upon the whife^ 
m^ #bich be : 1m)ods over in seeretv; 
til a favourable opportunity enables 

him 
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htm to satiate Us appetite for vengeonee ; 
and he supposed that some warrior who 
had lost a relative in battle, was now 
about to take that revenge whidi is so 
grateful to their lust of blood. Brave 
as he was, a chill crept over him, and 
the blood almost ceased to flow in bis 
veins, as he felt the hand of the mur- 
derer, cautiously seeking out, as he sup- 
posed, the vital spot, into which he 
might plunge his weapon with the cer« 
tainty of reaching the life of his victim. 
The point of the knife was pressed to 
his back, and he expected to feel the 
steel passingthrough from that direction; 
when the cord that bound his han^ was 
scddeidy cut, and in a moment 4ie stood 
free from his bonds. His unknown 
friend ^ided away, with a step as noiseu 
less as that with which he had appraaeh^ 
ed; and the released prisomfr hftd ndw 
to oDert his own ingenuky in effecting 
his escape. > 
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Hk determination was «oon made 
So attempt to release bis oompanions 
^ould jeopard all their lives ; and should 
e succeed in escaping with them fcoin 
ae camp, it was next to impossiUetbat 
leh a party ooald elude the pursuit of 
large minnber of skilftil warrior^ wbo 
ould follow them at the break of da(y> 
btcb could be little more than an hour 
stant But he was himself a woods^ 
m — hardy, cunning, and swift of foot; 
th a start of an hour, be believed he 
uld outstrip the flysetest of the savi^e 
trriors, and bring a rescue to his ftiends, 
lose lives were probably not in imme- 
(te danger. He stole silently from the 
Dp, passed the sentinels, and in a few 
nutes was rapidly making his way 
ougb the forest, with unerring skill, 
irards the waters of the Obia 
jrreat was the astonishment, and bit* 

the imprecations, of the savages, 
en they discovered^ at the first dawn 

of 
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of day, the escape of dieir- prisoner. 
They were almost ftantic wi^ disap- 
pointment and fiiiy, and were ready to 
sacrifice th^ remaining prisoners to 
tbdr rage. SusjHciDn very naturally fell 
upon them, as having been instrumental 
in the escape of ccdonel Hendrickaon; 
but after a close examination, it did not 
appear that Mr. Lee or Miss Pendleton 
had moved. At l^igtby a track, diftr- 
eirt from that of^n Indian, waa disco- 
vered near the tree to which the viettm 
had been tied, and a yell of rage was 
4ittered by the whole gang : it waa the 
track of Hark Short, the snake-ki]4er, 
who^ it was now perceived, was also 
missing. 
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CHAP. VII. 



4^0 sooner were these discoveries madc^ 
ban the greater portion of the wanri<Mfs 
»tout in immediate pursuit of the fogi- 
ves, while a few remained to guard the 
rismiers. Mr. Lee and Miss Pendleton 
ere now seated near each other, and for 
re first time had the opportunify of con- 
arsiog together ; and the latter, address* 
g her former playmate with the fmok* 
S8 due to so old an acquamtaneei; ex* 
essed bierregretforbismisfortune^while 
e ooiild not help congratulating herself 
having a friend near her at sa trying 
period. 

^ Ab^ cousin Virginia!" exclaimed 

George, 
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Ge<»*ge» '* bow willingly would I 
captivity, or even death, to do ycm a 
^rvice T 

Thia speech savoured too ouMdi cC 
gallantry for the time and plac^ and 
Miss Pendleton looked very giavew 

** Dear Virginia," continued GaQC|pB9 
** don't be cast down ; they will not 
have the heart to do you any haroi* . I 
have been a brother to you all my Ufr 
— ^you have been kinder to me, mni 
dearer to me, than a sister— and thegr 
shall not separate us, while I have a 
drop of blood in my veins.*' . . :< . 

** Thank you, cousin George,** Mm 
all that Virginia could reply, while the 
tears started from her eyes. This toucbf 
ing proof of affection went to her hearty 
and her noble nature enabled ber;.li» 
comprehend the full extent of the »- 
crifiee that her kind-hearted eompmioo 
was willing to make for her. Had tibat 
affection flowed only from the ftiend* 

ship 
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lip of thie pbymate <^ her early years, 
VMld halve been most grateful to her 
elings; but sensible as she was» that 
lesoked fram a hopeless passion, 
Udi she could not encourage without 
sinomtf, nor without cherishing 
ipes which she felt could never be 
dized) it distressed and pained her. 
She endeavoured to change the sub- 
;t ; but the single-hearted Greorge aU 
lys came back to the same point, and 
Rtinually exclaimed — '^ Poor Virgi- 
ir^« Dear cousin Virginia r—« To 
nk that ^02^, you should be here, a 
ioner among savages T 
At length a new thought seemed to 
ike him; and starting up sudden- 
he beckoned the Indian to him, who 
med to have been the chief person 
the party by which he was taken. 
is pi^son had seemed to claim George 
bis own prisoner, and bad treated 
1 with a show of kindness. To him 
WL. II. G Mr. 
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Lee now offered to gtve^njT^ mmbk 
whidi might be demanded fs» fke^ MMfll^ 
ty of Mis» Pendleton, assuring lA^'Tn. 
dian of his ability to comply «i*ith'^ 
oontraet which he migh* «Kik#;ii ''^ > > 

The Indian, wbo 8p<»k« a Utile itO- 
ken E^lish, readily tindi^httooii^ tXte 
proposition, and listened to it wilbL<i)i- 
terest—'* Hugh r said he ; f hoW'nMMb r 

George, who w«s no gredt hkxtd at 
making a bargain, and w» fetesMetffbb 
much in love to think of stai!i^R«g bpoti 
trifles, replkd eageriy, that he Would 
give all he was worth fer h#r Vhmt- 

tion. "'^ 

•< Velly goodt" repHed tb€$ 1lidiati;>^. 

fectly comprehending 4b* oflfepj *^tiiAr 

much— bow much you got?^- ' ' ■' '" 

George told him that'' he 'b^^ a 

thousand acres of land ; but t^ Inffifii 

shook his liead, and swiVigiri^^lriy ihm 

vfi&i a lordly contempt, 48 'liRK^^dtHtAl 

ta ibe irast «orest around^ iXtiitki 'j^Vi£(6e 
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^U^l^aim to. andcMtanii' tbtt he had 

, iXb» In^n . than inq^ved if he had 

George ha4 im wlmkej, hvA «^d he 
Ml 9ieney eiHMn^ to \myi beat-^lcMids of 
y ai)d promised to give im cd(>tor as 
}iif4i us would keep the whole tribe 
ruBk for a month. 

** Hugh ! velly good T es^ckioied the 
iljg^tedi Indiatis who (;hei> inquired 
m tobaeo^, 

•^Plentyj plenty, my dear fellow," 
ied; George, who thought he was ma- 
1^ a fine bai^in; ^ I raise ever so 
9cb (m my pkntatioti every year. 
Ml ^att have aa much aa^you can use 
your life !" 
'* Hfow mueh hos?'' inquired the war- 

' Herses-! no man in Virginia has 
>m boraes^ or finer ones. I have more 
^f^rty on* ray plantaticna now, as fine 
lod^d animals as ever you saw.** 

G a " How 



plague on it, I couldn't have the" ISdtt 
to send my black people here,'' attd' lie 
prudently replied, tbat he had nothii% 
more to give. - ' * 

The warrior shook his head, and inti-> 
mated, that unless more was ofibred, ^ 
should marry the lady himself. i '' ' 

'* Heaven forbid !** exclaimed the ter- 
rified lover ; '* take all I have — tak^ my 
farm — take my black people ! I have a 
hundred likely negroes-^you shall bikve 
them all T 

** Nigger !'* said the Indian, •* v^^ 
good — help squaw to make conv^how 
much nigger 7^ • 

George had now to go through tile 
tedious process of counting his fingtfM^ 
frequently stopping, in hopes thai the 
cupidity of the savage would be safi^ftji 
without taking aU; but the laftt^ ]pba- 
sessed that faculty of the wily gambiev, 
or the experienced merchant, wbkli 
enables its possessor to judge from Che 

countenance 
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Il^im, . whether be is still jaUe Xo bear n 
i^iinpre depletioi^ and CQntJniied. to 
\mke his head, until George declaiied 
1^ the black people were all counted. 
}fi ^eq coQUy remarked tbat he should 
eep the woman himself. 
^^I^eqrge, 9&w into A rage^ nod then 
ifM tatft tear*. — '', Y<m uncqnacionidble 
tfK^al f hq priedj ** wiU nothing satisfy 
;HI? J ojSer.you all I haye in the 
orld^ for the liberty of this lady— *I 
p willing, besides, to stay and serve 
311 Q^self all my life* Set her free, 
>u avaricious dog, and I will stay and 
► overseer fpr yon among my own 

;' The w^itQ mtfi has a forked tongue/' 
[lUedv.tbf mfmoVf calmly ; *^ when be 
^rf4 ttiorsj^ whiskey, and tobacco for 
I, ^uAw^ I thought he was honest, 
"rhjite i9en ai^ foots ; . they will give all 
^Yi h9^^^ £3r a p^&-&oed woman. But 
i. r: ; c^ 4 when 
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self, tobeasenrant to the fiidfiEitif'-^d^' 
tnen, and b> send his squaw back f of ^^ 
ftirteen fires, I know that be s^iSSa 
Bes." - '^''^'* 

So s^ing, he walked off. B&t-^ 
overtare had a good efi^. Tli^ fSSii 
ef procuring a VsAuable ransom ibr 'Mli^ 
Pendleton, determined the Indkkn'i'^ 
treat her with kindness. A lodge^of 
mats was ]»epared for her» and she seM 
found herself placed in a sititatkMi' <if 
eomparative comfort She was not «^ 
inattentive listener to the precediHg^e6tti^' 
versation. The solicitude and^get^ffdt' 
sity of Mr. Lee affected het 4dpl^ 
but she was generous herself, eaiS^oSkf 
natures know how to receive, as w^-as 
to confer obligations. CkMa^Mrt'^^Atf 
her warm-hearted friend was e^f^|^^ft^* 
more than she would have fte^ "^^^IvM^ 
to redeem him, or any other humlitf %il 
ing from so dreadful a fiife, irfhe Hid nii 

attempt 
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attempt to' interfere^ until ' be pvopos^ 
ta Ij^ecoma a slaye hioiself : then she e%» 
daioied-i— ** No ! not so^ George— cousin 
GecH'ge Lee— dear Gebrge— " but be 
!)€ard her not» and in the vehemence of 
ijs' exertions in her behalf, he lost per- 
laps the tenderest words that she had 
v^ addressed to ^him, since the days of 
lieir childhoodi 

But however Miss Pendleton's heart 
light have been awakened to sensations 
^ gratitude, she felt that this was not 
le time not place to indulge them ; and 

the exhausted state of her mind and 
4yp she readily and hastily accepted 
e shdter prepared for her, and throw- 
^ herself, stupified with sufferings of 
riou^ kinds, upon a mat, endeavoured 
'find repose; She had sunk into a 
erisfa alumber, when she was awaked 

the noise of loud and triumphant 
ratings The camp was again crowd*- 

with Indian warriors; the party 

G 5 which 
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l»|iieh had i^oflfe in portirtfr ^ «ib'4B|e$; 
tivn was returned ; they had oMtCiiiltt 
edlonel Hendd^aen^ and^that tA^xtu- 
nate gentleman was agmn m pittoiitt 
His fate was now seded The Mtf* 
orination which had €xAgaMy '^ii&t» 
formed, of earrying him to the iFitlig^ 
€£ ttie caf tois» to be publidy sact^tfti^ 
was now abandoned; and tb^'<ahra|^ 
determined to gr^Qr their eager tMMt 
forfaisUood, by tortaringhlm at- tfaa 
stake, without fiirther delay. He^ 
again bound; and preparations 
made for the awful solemnity. -Some 
of the savages employed themselves in 
painting, their faoes and bodies,- * tof^ian- 
der them the mcore terrifie; otiiefa^^tfe 
whetting the edges of thdr tomafaiilslii 
and knives ; and some were endeailMfi(» 
ing to excite 'their own passionijf^^lid 
tho0e of their oompanions, to the atftmt 
pitch of fury, by hideous y^in^ by vio- 
lent gesticulations^ and by pouring out 

bitter 
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rf^M wvr |r«u in the 4(u^ fnd • Uoo^t- 
fli^lf^" ||ri«d,oBe« 4«awiiig tb^baok of 
it^ifii^vn mopkeiy, acrocs .th0Kthrait 
i^e victim ; " you killed my bfofe^ 
iffi^ and. I wUl have yo^r h^arft 

>;S;3^0U«lew ipys^DKabiiek^ a boary* 
sded savage ; " his bQiMf Up n^baincii 
< the ymages oif the wbtt<( men— bis 
iJpif bangpng ^vfr tibe,i4pqr of yomr 
gwam» but his spirit shall i^oMQ io 
^Hgoqj^^your de^ r 
!' You led the warriprs of y<pur ii^nke 
,JbiR|tl«,*ji«|)claime4ia; yo^^g Vfvriov, 
^ KpuHshed bisjt<Hnfthawk . ovier Mm 

l^.of the veteran pioneer, " wh^.tlj^ 
i^ilwives ,fn|!t„#wt re47a9«n .{ID the 
il$s .^K'lbe i^ig, i!iyi«p— my ifetfciw,ifttt 
fa — your fa^t^.iiviVft.W' hi« neok-?rI 

K»4l3UiH':fefid upon ypiff flwbitbp 

<Q^6 bind 
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bird of higbtvibalt ftip her «^frij^^arer 
your «rcMe^ Mad the serpetit thM ct6w\ 
about your bones T ^^-' 

•T:*<f jR^tige iis sweet r sbotltiKl one:' 
T '' fter^^ } revenge r echoed^ iiuifl)^ 
Toices. 'i:.?^ 

:^ 'Vft id good Md pleasing W ^e^sjSlrit 
of the warrior, to witness the d ti ai th * 
piftig ci the enemy he hat«s f* ^xebnotied 
another human monlften 
' '^ The white man is our enemyr 
r <* He is t^ sert>eM that stiiflg 
ftthersr 'i'or. * 

'<Heis the prowling fiflc thli^>atofe 
away ^onr gamof '» • ^ 

^« Hl^ Ss tlie hurricane t&at' MktiiMll 
oar wigwamSi and destrdj/^ed^^lui^ iMiMi& 

"^ He dtove Hi fioin tiur 'hMtbl{^ 
grounds, and tn(m{Asd, in sden^^C^p)^ 
the bOHesof our ikthersr* n-r .**' i rr. 

^ His knife has dirunk the Mwd^ Of 
the red man ; the blood of our woaBM l 
aitd our children is on his hands T 

"Let 



'' Xtbe grtat Sfmt witt laiigkw;wlmi 
9::jee$ 4he white, man wnlhaAg''iii 

i^ The sfiirits of our ftfthavi will rqoice 
4b«jr will shout and d^K tibair bandt 
4be world of shades, when th«y haar 
e shrieks of the white wamior T 
These exclamations were uttered se* 
lally. by diiSerent individuals, in the 
dian tongue, with which cdbnel Heii«» 
ickson was aequainted, in tbe^nbpha^ 
tones of savage deekaMtion, - and 
bbitbat eamcetness of gesUmlafsonr 
lieh r^ndeia ibeir eloqu^ttoe so inftp 
^ssive. There were others wfaovlMk* 
Mmt^i the; victim in coarser language^ 
^g kim y&ik opptofariotts e^thek^ 
1 pouring oot.theitvttorness eS th^ 
ligmtit (leasts, in et^nptts stn^tmr of 

gjMt. iiwjecfeive* < And now the wood 

was 
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i!i[dKligfat6d^ andiUakra^ bnnds-ffi^iQlh 
ed from the fird, and the hellbW O w wU 
floiiisl^iK Ahem WMiMl *hfiitJ«»i^ 
dano^ijToiiiid .tin (8ii50iteiv;iw&^ fJll0 
malignuint joy with which dev}lsir9i|4 
dwilmi ispintft . Qliiy be 6ttppMed.tO| /«^ 
vlhiiL tlw agodies of a feAen itei^ 'om 
2 r;Alt length a chief at^padJbm^^Af 
wd eottunandfidatence-^'' iWldtenuw/i 
8wi b9» /* are you ready to die?^ . i 

^ I jehq!" t^Iied the brave. finilNMH 
)dm^\n%MkaL:tiotiei '* the. white. oiBaii's 
Gddhasjmthispefed.peaeejta my iou^'^-v 
i. f^Catt the God of the white DU»8fm9 
ym^Hrom tortute ? Can Jbe-prea^f^f^Rii 
ftnaa 'ifediiig gaih) wh^ yonk'^flA^hrfhiA 
be^Aoril-^wbed y(H]r lirnha ihalL h^^^fAs 
pppMrom by one, froot yxaui^lN^ 
lAd tfa^ skiw Amea 49hdl seomhiivit^ 
oiititdteuaHngi your daiaerable oanas^JtS 
: I ^sJMEy.God ia m mercifid; Odd^^^uapMod 
tiwwiddmrtod pioQeer ; "^ Us awr » anir 
* ' * open 



tfiia^tb the /pa^ |Mkr 

ttebr trtift id torn: he has* filled .mjr 
i«iit with courage } I have not&ac ^ 
Matb^bifssed for ever be the ^ Lord 
tod of Israel P Then Taistiig his eyei 
pward» he exdaimed^ wilb devout , feiK 
Diir~^^ Make Wtei oh God^ to deiii^er^ 
leJ make haste to he% mei oh Lordi 
et them beeabamed dnd-ooBfeuiided 
tat seek after my Boal-;-|4et'tfaem te 
iraed backward^ and put to ooY>fu«kiii,f 
«rt desire my heart T . 
Virghiia^ who had thus ferendeavow^ 
I to restrain her feelings,' new rushed 
pwfi#d; and gUding raj^dly tfanoeugh; 
e cifcle of .warriors, threw herself uj^oi^ 
r unde*>s bobona^ exclaiming m tfrMAim^ 
ieMs-^*^ Let U8^ die together i^ .while; 
r. George Lee^ who had.gnzed ^n th« 
needing fiieene with*^ fl!tupi4 3!ir<^der, 
ight* to folkrw bef; deterrntoed to-sbarv 
* ihtew* B^g^ prevtt^^, he swore 
it i% w«b '* the ttiost'iaftflteiiw traasao* 

tion 
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tion he had ever witnessedt* and^ thfttilf 
he got 'back to old Virginia, he would 
have sattsfacticm; at the risk of his life^*" 
And now the whole fuiy of the ao^ 
vage band was ready to be poured upoor 
their devoted but heroic prisoner, when 
the report of a single rifle tang througii 
the woods, and the principal chief; wha 
stood alone, received a death-wound. A 
volley instantly followed, and every boU 
being aimed by a skilful hand at a par- 
ticular object, brought one of the Indian 
warriors to the ground ; in another mi- 
nute, a band of hardy backwoodsm^ibr 
headed by Fennimore and Colbum, 
rushed into the camp. Before the In* 
dians had time to array themselves §» 
battle, the bonds of oolcmel HendridssD^ 
were cut, and Fennimore' had passed 
one arm round Miss Fendletofi, wbik- 
he prepared to defend her with tber 
other. The assaUants rushed upon the 
savage buid, and hewed them down with 

desperate 
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ife tHe thickest of iKe fight Not was 
Sfcrge Lee Backward; he ftrst soii^it 
^S^ia, arid 'finding her supported' by 
Ift^yoiH^g soldier, he cangbi up a wea-- 
b^ And mftigled in the battle, with 
bte hearty good- will than he had for 
4ne dbys shown for any operation iti 
&ich h^ W4i8 called upon to join, ex» 
pt that of eating. The valour atid 
ill of the backwoodsmen soon prevaifc 
It was impossible to withstand 
^ fury. Cdonel Hendri6ks6n seem^ 
a new man; he shoutied until th^ 
ods resounded with Ms • battl^it^rfy; 
I his ffiendsl animated by the sound 
Bfe voice,^fettirned the yell, and press- 
es .with detenniried vigour. They 
rally cried aloud and spared not The 
Bans sounded their terrific war- 
6op ; but that cry, so dreadful to the 
ite man, so full of thriHing horror to 
*- the 
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th^ i^ewto qf the horderem, wl|o.||i|9{i^ 
Imrd it in t)ie lone hour of nighty breqli^ 
ing in upon the repose of .1^ wildetnei^ 
Mid ringing the death-knell c^ the mo- 
ther and the infant, was drowned, m thi^ 
louder shouts of the Kentucky wanioii. 
The first fire bad reduced th^ sav^vg^ jtq 
a ni^nber less then that of the assailants 
and they now stood .opposed to m^ 
who were their superiors in bodily 
str^gjth^ their equals in qof^age^ andiA 
all the ^ts of border war&re. Thott 
overmatchedi they maintained thl» fight 
for bul; a little while, when they hegfitt 
to g^ye back; the whites still .preitte4 
CSV eotting them down, with the mgal 
re^engefol hostility » at eyery step. .:l!bfi 
battle soon became a masaaqret t(». tiM 
Kmituckians not having fest a «ngla 
mVf}f the.disparity of foro6 Was beconung 
greater every moment ; tod those who 
had so often witnessed the scenes of im 
vfige barbarity, or mourtied 0T«r.tiie.al^ 

fecting 



%6^g cdnseqUeileei cff that uii8{)firitog 
^arfat^, now dealt their UowD With ttn^ 
etenting animosity. 

So long as the battle ra^ rdiitad tfa^ 
p6t wh^re Miss Pendleton stood^ F^ 
ibofe joined in if » supporting h^r Witib 
is arm, and shielding her with hid%ody, 
Mle fa^ performed * soldier^s duty witbf 
:s sword. But wheA the Indians be^ 
m to give way, he withdrew from' the 
rht, and gave his whole attention to 
s fair charge. Not Hb Mr. Gtorge Lee{ 
imated with a n^wly^^awakened fury^ 
ledred with blood, and shouting likl^' 
madhian, he tusAied forward ainoi^ 
i foremost, beating down the atoutefl^ 
mors with Hil waivdub, 'and taking 
t fltotisiaetioh'for ill the fright, the si4& 
ings, and thehunger^ he had endured* 
hile thus engaged^ he saw the Indian 
o bud captured him, and had MvtA 

Bfe, strucjc down by a sturdy baek^ 
)dsman, who was aiming the death* 
w at his prostrate foe. 

« Don't 



^ Don't striker cried George, •• tbiftf 
a good fellow — ^he treated me well-— ^ 

But he spoke to deaf ^rs ; the fbnilr-' 
hawk fdl, and the only Indian in WAcniAi 
he li^d seen any thing to concilSEite tiis 
goodwill, slept with the mangfed fleltd: "- 

** Bless me r cried George— **^ ^fiat'if 
bloody business ! They are all alike^ti^ 
dians and Kentuckians — a blood-thirsty" 
set** 

Having uttered this moral reflection, 
he drew his gory hand across his bro^; 
to wipe ofiF the big drops of perspiratfoti. 
The battle swept on past him, lik#'ir 
heftvy storm, which no human haiftf cati 
stay, ahd his momentary pause garehiiri 
time to look round. The ground* wd&i 
strewed with the dead and dying; Where^ 
ever he turned his eye^ it fell on dis<x^rti>' 
ed features, and gaping wounds, firom 
which the crimson current still ft)we2^; 
He stuped fwward, and the blood gtrt^' 
gled under his footstep. Groans' Md 

convulsive 



Qavukive breatbiogs fell upon bia ear. 
lis heart sickened at the soene of heurt 
»V and be slowly retiiKsed bis steps to 
^e espip fire of the vanqpisbed Indiaoii 
Colonel HeDdrickaoii and young C<4f^ 
j^, who fought side by «de tfaraugb 
e whide contest, were the last to reim^ 
lish the pursuit The veteran seemed 
. be animated with a supernatural 
"ength and activity, and to be actuated 
^n inhuman feropity. Wherever his 
ifw fell, it crusbed ; but his fury was 
abated. Blood seemed to whet his, 
petite for blood. As he struck down 
rlaat enemy within his reach, he halt- ; 
rand his eye seemed to gloat upcm 
vietims of hh* reyenga His diedc 
\ flushed, hia nostrils distended^ and 
muscles fi^l of action, like those of 
iwing war-borse. In a moment this 
[tement bc^gan. to subside, and he ex- 
pcied«— " God forgive my soul the sin 
lood-guiltin6ss r . 

Colbum 



. (CoitM-n Ipoked at bin^ URith Mton^ 

The veteran tamed t<marda bim^ ^bA 
fMi,^<«. Yo«ng niai^ I have > tbi^^ ba«|r 
shewn Imiw firail avecor bent intrntjipsyi. 
I^mas^mce a sexier of spiiie oate^it]^ 
vfiien I became a Cbnitiai»> msidrfi^ 
the obKgation ta love alL mep, ^wd^lpf. 
give Bay Qiemfes, Ldeterottiied to^gbt 
no moia^ exeept«kx^feBeeo£m)&ebWM 
er. 4SfnMbry, I evea forayed thaft I» mig^ 
bawe fitMDgth tafoi^eim injury wlb^kijb 
bad Moikled in my bosom fai^^y^e^ita. 
Ypu were > toa young tos remem^r^iiy 
bc^-^my oahy son, who iraa b«|1iab^q94 
btk my piaesenoe by thi» veiy 1f(i^. 
Seaaly did I x^vmgB hla dea^ asi()<^ 
Tomtly did I afi^owwda^ p|3^rt|f^^ 
QMght forgive it. For 3sefi».bnK^J 
disciplined my feelings so. fitiir4rcilgf^-ib{iit 
I had thou^t the last ^aak. o^fobufefpd 
wm extii^uiahed, ^ that - Ht^, Wt 
days would glide away iii. ob«ji|gP'mtb 

men-— 
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^n«^n peace with God* When I 
tood a prisoner^ boimd to the itftke, 
ttA expeettng a miserable death, I eti<- 
eflf?ou!ied to subdcie e^eiy vindiclifie 
«Hng, I prayed that I mi^t die the 
3atb of the righteous, and felt that 
mee which the world cannot give noi* 
ke away. When it pleased God to 
\t my bands asunder, it was my right 
A my duty to defend the life whidi 
e spared, and the friends who were 
ar to me. But no sooner did I 
ise my armed hand, than all my &r- 
^r feelings of vengeance against the 
3e who had slain my child were kin* 
^d up. Hatred, long smothered, 
>ke fcH*th with implacable fuiy, and I 
ted the sweets of revenge. It was a 
i, a wicl)^ feeling. It is a dread- 
"-^an unholy passion. Take wam- 
: frond me, my young friafid ; never 
the passion of revenge find a pkoe 
your bosom. It will poison your 

best 



be$t enjoyments— 4estrajr your noblest 
feeliogi— and make shipwreck of your 
purest hopes. God pres^^ve you from 
hating as I liave hated—fhttn suffering 
as I have suffered !" 
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CHAP. VIII. 



:t£Ral days had succeeded the tar- 
nation of the adventure described in 
r last chapter* and the parties were 
assembled at the -mansion of colonel 
^drickson. This was a house some- 
lat larger than ordinary, built of 
vn logs, after the plain but corn- 
table fashion of the country. There 
s not the slightest attempt at orna- 
nt, but every thing was substantial 
neat ; and a stranger might see, at 
^ce, that it was the abode of hosjH- 
ty and abundance. A large farm, 
ig around, consisted of extensive 
Is, newly cleared, whose deep ri<iA 
ox.. II. H soil 



I4i XEWEuoe^p. 

tml was now heavily loadei wi^b^ JUii^ 
riant crops of tobaeoo and eor|w:,,y^ 
Ifarge number of negroes^ decency, qlo^ 
ed, cheerful, and contented^ wei?e .^^i^ 
gaged in the various labours of iigri^)^ 
tore. , ..f jj 

The cdoneVs family consisted of ^i%* 
self, bis wife, and an only daughtf^-.|(i 
b^^utifol girl of eighteen^ whptWO^^ 
ned in her person and manners timtrjglfg 
feminine gracefulness, the easy poU|»t 
ness, the cordiality, and firaakncss^, .iSa 
remarkably characteristic of the Tadjgg 
of Kentucky, who unit^, with singuJuv 
tact and elegance^ the noUe indqpeiip 
dwce and gienerous kindness, of thw 
country, with the gentleness ai»d-49)i^ 
cacy appropriate to their sex. * , ru>^ 

This young lady was now making 
aim in arm, with William Colbom» 4^ 
the beautiful lawn in front of Abe hooa^ 
It waa one q£ those fine £(utu«aal dayft 
which are thoii^ht to,be peauliar |x>*tte 

western 



^ftA9f oottiKrf i when ttie attliM|fi4i0Mr 

^wiMf mAin a state of ^rkottefme^ 

i^lifates of the forest are tmged witil 

^a^y ot ficfa and goi^emis bdt pen^ 

t'd^hifesr and evety natural object wore 

e sober drapery and the serene aspect 

^Vhe departing year. Tlie sun shone 

^htly-^ftfae soft warai' air created a 

lightful sense of luxurious enjoyment $ 

i the young couple^ that sauntered 

^eibet^ conversing in expressim 

fices, and tones of confiding $ffeetMn, 

re not the least interesting ol^ets in 

picturesque landscape.. 

tf iss Psndleton eat at a window^ 

h Mr. George Lee. This yonng 

tleman was as much inr love as ever, 

as difficult to be persuaded that it 

tibt altogether possible and proper 

sis ftiir relative to r^um his passiom 

ras beyond the power o£ language^ 

the art of k)gi<^ to convince him 

he bad not the best claim to her 

H 2 affections. 
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aflbctknis. < He was n, g&ademsanj^of 
good faLxnWy, and bad an ample estate; 
be bad been ba* companion from'ih^ui- 
ey, and bad loved ber from the < fifst 
dawn of reason. These argaments^te 
now urged, for tbe-bundredth tinoie, -^vtlb 
all tbe eloquence of wbteh be was mm^ 
ter, not forgetting to insist on the pri- 
ority of bis suit. 

" Who is there, cousin Virginia, who 
has loved you as long as I have? or who 
will ever love you half as much ? 'When 
we were children, did I net climb the 
tallest trees in the woods, at the risk of 
my neck, to gather grapes for you, or to 
cateh young squirrels or Inrds for yta 
to play with ?*' h. • 

** I am inclined to think, tcousm G^oi^ 
that you had a natural propensity for 
such feats, which required buli little sti^ 
mulus to bring it into action." ^ '' 

'* There it is again ! I have bees 
trying all my life to codvinoe you of my 

love 
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ove iw you— and you will never be^ 
ievett." 

/^'Do not do me injustice; I have ak 
i^ays Jtnown your feeUngs — have alway9 
ien- sincerely grateful for yoUr kincU 
rss^ave always valued and prked 
our friendship——" 

^ Friendship ! there it is again ; it is 
shame to call such devoted love as 
ine by the cold name of friendship. I 
ire you better than my own life; I 
ve shown that." 

^ You have indeed,** replied Virginia, 
feh much emotion ; '' and I should -be 
fst ungrateful not to be deeply affect- 
hy your kindness, by an affection so 
g continued and disinterested. But 
s painful, Mr. Lee-—" 
' .D(m% don't call me Mr. Lee. Yott 
m, Virginia, I can never stand that, 
i^use me, if you will — but don't treat 
bs A sttraAger." 

\i w^t» only going to remark ho%v 

H 3 painful 
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pdakA lib is 4o Me jroiu {>er«ii9«Ab fd a 
suit wfaieh I have neTer eneoairagvi-L- 
and whfdi I iiav«.fio ofteiv-^^s» wrj r , uft n 
*«*deeKiied. I teel towakU yotk,^ ccmp 
Gkorge^ all the affecdon (rf^a <priafiire)7if 
f&a were my oidy bnotbrn"^ my ftJeHagi 
and sentiments in negard'tici yen tmdi 
taidly be diflfereiit from wbot tkAy^'are. 
More than this we cannot »be ta mk& 
•ther/' V 

^ There it is again*— that is joat tke 
way you always wind u^ I caa^t i&r 
my sold imderstend yon. Jf^fiff§ if you 
love me so much, wiU you not musry 
me?'* 

Miss Pendleton, though grieved^ und 
evisn shocked, at the ^rseveiBMe-cf her 
generous but sUly lover, could not3e> 
press a melandholy smile as she reined 
— ^* Because there is a great 4^i'€Dce» 
George, betwteen sisterly aifoction^^aflid 
that love which is necessary to happintss 
in marriage.'* 

•* Well. 



cTf* ;D?«S, I vamiot for my lifeiSterHn*. 
Moisejirim like a brother!; yet I "wish, to 
mry yeu^ to live for ydu, to die Jm 
m^ to do any thing for you« . that 
iTOiild make you happy." 
^ But if marrying ybu would not>co»> 
Ma to Qiy happiness, wbat.tfaen?". 
/^Dear Yirginifw you could not help 
sing happy. I should be devoted to 
(Ml. I have a large fortune^ a .fine 
pioe^ plenty of servants^ and eveiy 
ling that heart eould wish.'' 
'* Let us drop the subjed; Mr« Lee; 
wr and for ^er.* 

Gieorge rose» and walked across the 
om. 
'^So you we determined not to Biany 

^ I have always told you so." 
*^ Virginia, it is not fcnr myself that I 
re ; it is for your happiness that J am 
^ereated. I eanaot I^ear to leave you 
re in this cabin, in these wild wooda^ 

H 4 and 
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Mi^ln the neigfabourliood 6f thds^dlM- 
^ftri ^savages. Say you u ill ^o baclt^tb 
tfce Old Dominion, live with my moll^, 
afiid be my sister ; let me divide my ^- 
tuhe equally with you ; and I will il^V^ 
again ask you to be my wife." 

She was deeply affected. She had al- 
ways known that this simple yoiing 
man, although almost an idiot in intel- 
lect, was generous, and sincerely attach- 
ed to her. She had seen him forsake an 
affluent home, and pleasures to whidi 
he was fatally addicted, to follow her to 
the wilderness. She had been the inno- 
cent means of leading him into captivity 
and suffering. There he had shown his 
devotion to her, in the most extravagant, 
yet touching, offers of self-sacrifice. AB 
this passed rapidly through her mind ; 
and his last offer brought tears into her 
eyes. 

** No, George," said she, rising, and 
offering her hand, which he grasped 

with 
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wjtb a lover's eagerness, f I cai9fK)t a/e- 
cept your offer, nor is it necessary~i.I 
cannot be your wjfe ; but if ever I should 
need a friend, or a brother, I will frankly 
apply to you — if ever I shall be destitute 
jf a home ov a protector, most willingly 
ivill I seek them under your mother's 
oof." So saying, she left the room. 
.While this scene went forward, colo- 
nel Hendrickson and Mr. Fennimore 
/ere engaged in close consultation in the 
arden. Mr. Fennimore, after commu- 
icating the facts with which th6 reader is 
ready acquainted, proceeded as follows : 
-** Major Hey ward having satisfied 
e that my mother had no legal claim 
}on him, added that he had already 
^de his will, by which he had be- 
eathed his whole estate to Miss Pen- 
rton, who had been brought up as his 
3pted child, and who, having been, 
red in the expectation of being his 
? heiress, could not now be disinherit- 

H 5 ed 



-lioD for ha, whkh was ithat af &.i&(bbt#, 
^permit him to moke any disposition of /fais 
Jai-tune to the prejudice of her inteink: 
JNit he deshred to be reconciled tGri/dqr 
mother, and spoke k£ making .some jpM- 
visioii for h«. That will, you areBWHr^ 
has been lost I am the heir at lafT V 
my uncie, and I have come to y^m^ as 
the legal guardian of Miss Fendletettj 
to say that I intend to fiilfil strictly bis 
intentions. This instrument contaiot n 
formal relinquishment and tr^isfer to 
her, of all my right, titles and okum, to 
die whole of my deceased unde's estate 
This- was one of the olivets of my. idsit 
here; the other is to Inilig to justioe'^iife 
murderer of nugor Hey waid» whoti am 
satisfied is Mii^jah Harpe, and who, 
with the assistance of our friend Mr. 
Colburn, I have traced to this neigh- 
bourhood." 

" That paper," replied the colonel, ** I 

shaU 



*ibidl not ficsept, without ooosultifig Mias 
Pendleton^ I had determined to divide 
my own property equally between her 
dad my daughter. I shall apprize her 
pi:taf intention^ and let her decide for 
bfvself on your ofiPer." 
' ** But I hope» my dear sir^ that you 
iritl advise her that it is her duty to 
loMpt that which of right belongs to 



ler.** 



'* If my advice is asked,*' said colonel 
lendricksoDi ** I will giv^ such as I 
link it becomes my niece to accept 
'iiu are the proper heir of your unde. 
[«d be left all his property to her, he 
ould hare done wrong; and 1 shall 
itaifily not advise her to avail heraelf 
-yoor generosity/' 
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CHAP. IX. 
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A HAPPY company was assembled that 
evening at the mansion of colonel Hen* 
drickson, consisting of the agreeable and 
interesting personages mentioned in-tlie 
last chapter, together with several yoiiog 
people who had dropped in during the 
afternoon, and who were, of. coarse^ ^xp- 
pected to spend the night ; for in . this 
region of generous living aiKi tabundm^ 
hospitality, a visit of a few hours. «is a 
thing not to be thought of; the flisbion 
of making caUs^ which fumiihes sueh 
pleasant occupation to the city beUe» is 
not practised ; and a young lady always 
carries with her^ on such oeoasions, a 

wardrobe 



wardrobe that will serve for at least a 
week. 

Colonel Hendrickson was comfortably 
seated in his arm-chair, by the side of 
an immense fire-place, filled with one 
of those enormous piles of wood, which 
the Eentuckians build up, in the hospi^ 
able desire of giving a warm reception 
o their friends ; while the door was ju- 
liciously left wide open, to admit a free 
irculation of frosty air. The apartment 
7BS spacious, and the plain old-fashioned 
irniture, consisting of a few articles, 
»ch of which was particularly large and 
iconvenient, was such as may be readi* 
' imagined by those of my readers who 
1^ acquainted with the habits of the 
rore wealthy of the pioneers ; and those 
ho have not that advantage, may fancy 
what they please, for it has little to 
} with the story. One article, how* 
'^r, must not be passed over, because 
is- characteristic of the times and the 

country— 



OTiititryw^tbk was b bedi ooTered witin 
iDow-»wbite counterpane^ and surrotm^ 
ed by a £ne suit of cnurtains^;- &r as^on* 
bin»— -by whidi we mean log-hD«seSM> 
liowei^r large, Cixitain but few apsifr 
naaiits, all of them are occupied aa deq^ 
)pg-room», and the common sitting^^oooi 
jfi always my lady's chamber. One poH^ 
sequence of this fashion is^ an eaceenive 
aad even ostentatious neatness^ leiider^p 
ed necessary by the fact, that every 
apartment is open to the inspection of 
vifflters; and another i^ tliat the am- 
bcess of the mansion must be an early 
riser, that her room may be put^n on- 
der befture breakfast, and the visiteel 
must retire early at nighty to • 9void> eit^ 
croaching upon her regular houcs. . 

There was an engraved . pmirdit mf 
general Washington hanging over.jtfae 
fire-place, and above it a rifle, with a 
powder-horn and shot- pouch.' Of the 
rest, it is enough to say, that the whole 

interior 



inferk»r^ ihk prirmtire d«i^eUkQf htm 
eridmto that k was the residence q£ 
eoatfort and abundance^^that k was the 
habitation of a fine, liberal old gentle* 
flMH^ and a handsome^ neat, industriouik 
stately, old lady* It was, as we have 
seen, forty years ago, and this wor^y 
Q09i{)le were both revolutionary patriots^ 
wfao^ having served their 43ountry well 
m- their respective departments, were 
[low eiljoying their laurels in content 
ind competency. The worthy lady, 
wbm Bdt in the comer oppodte to her 
lusband, diligently plying her knitting«> 
leedles^ still retained traces of great 
xeaoty, and wore an air of demure ae- 
lateness, mingled with a feminine, lady- 
ike grace, that contrasted finely with 
he bold, manly countenance of her 
ard. She was a dear old lady ; few of 
be ^rls were as handsome, and none 
f tbem looked half so natural Her 
oft eye beamed with benevolence, the 

charities 
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charities of life were in ber soqUf * j^ 
even ber snow-white cap had a matrvH^ 
and christian-like appearance, wbicb iOr 
yited respect. Over the -back of bfir 
chair hung the almanac for the currebt 
year, conveniently at hand for frequent 
reference, on whose margin might . be 
seen numerous marks, made with a peiir 
cil, or still oftener with the point of a 
needle, denoting certain days on wbicb 
remarkable events had happened in the 
family, such as the birth of a negro^ or 
a brood of chickens, or the sale of a crop 
of tobacco ; and marking the times in 
the age of the moon most proper for 
planting particular seeds, or shearing 
sheep, or weaning children. 

When supper was announced* the 
whole party was seated round a large 
table, loaded with substantial, w^U 
cooked, and piping hot. Other pec^e 
may know the luxury of good eating, 
but the Kentuckians practise it, Be- 
fore 
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^^^^ the master of tlie house was aii 
e di&h of fried chickens, dressed 
i^ith cream and parsley, a little farther 
fp were venison steaks, then fried ham ; 
tien there was cold ham, and chipped 
eef, and sausages, and, better than all, 
lere was a fine dish of hominy^ and a 
Btte pile of sweet-potatoes. Of the 
itables composed of bread-stuffs, serv- 
[ \ti various shapes, no one who has 
id the misfortune to be raised north 
' Mason and Dixon's line, can form 
adequate conception. The biscuits, 
bite, light, spungy, and smoking hot 
the wheat bread, smoking hot — the 
rn bread, smoking hot — and the cakes, 
nost red hot— these are luxuries which 
fy the power of description, and the 
cellent qualities of which can only be 
imated truly by that infallible test 
Ich the old adage supposes to be ne- 
sary in reference to a pudding. There 
s no lack of sweatmeats and pastry ; 

but 



Imt the pdide otthe-Sstat.wemthaj^iMiL 
fikcbers of inilk--TSweet4DiIk9 jouTH^iiil^ 
Muii buttw-milk; Sor, aftar all, iBiUdi 
the rtaff^f life, and is a thousand: tiofifa 
better than the cold water A> nsmh 
lauded by Bdodem philosophers. TfaeR 
were other good things ; but we skA 
Gcmtent oimdves with toentionli^iit 
capital tup of coffee, and leave the' mi- 
Abt to form his own ooncluc&cms .as 4o 
libe oomfiMts of a tea-table in the badk^ 
woods. 

After 'supper, when the •cMifMuqr 
were agiiB ranged about the fire, the 
cOBY^satioB took a liv^ turn; liiiDt- 
in^ war, and love^ naturally, baoame t|ie 
leading subjects. The old, when they 
am benevolent, love the ^xmversatioti of 
the young. Genuine simplicity of loha- 
racter is always shown in a scdibb fcHr 
bearing the sentiments, and witnessfaiig 
the joys of youth. Feiaons of the 
itroogest minds often read childreii's 

books 



JhM|(8e l»k)ll^ utaelit, and mittgle wiA 
cU^ m thdr spcirts. Colond Hair 
"dridcam wm one 'df tfaosa A4tboiig)i 
^digfi&fted in bis Planners, and ewen mat^ 
itsmM his appearanoe, be coidd unfaem}, 
and win (be eager attention of a 'jroutli^ 
&A: eifde by his cbeerfiil telliea. Oft 
ibia evening he was in h^n spicifts^ and 
pm^d freely in the mirth of his gueata. 
•4P*^' I will tell youy" said be» " a ve^ 
nn^lar hunting ^ventutie, which hap. 
pened when Mrs. Hendrickson and I 
wepe hofch ywtng peop lo i ■ ' ' 

^ Mr. Hcndriekson^" interposed the 
ranerfiUe kdy mildly, but with a liltle 
spiee of one having authority, " I Wionld 
3dt tell that story now." 
^ ^^ Why not, my dear ? It is a goed 
iory/' 

. '^ But you hafve told it so often^ Mr. 
i^mdriekson.'* 

*' No matter for Uiat, my dear ; oar 
psests have nev^er heard it«~-You muat 

know," 
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knoWy'* said he, while tbe yoaqg> folhs 
all assumed tbe attitude of eager .-tU/^ 
teners, *' that my father was a.w^ealt^y 
fiu-mer^ in tbe western part of Vic^n^ 
We lived near the mountain, an^rrl 
learned to hunt when I wps a mere b^j^g 
We had plenty of servants, and Ibfid 
little else to do than to follow my^ o^jfk 
inclination. At fourteen I used to break 
in y father's colts^ and had gained the 
reputation of a daring rider; at the 
same age I could track a deer as suc« 
ce$sfully as the most experienced fa^n^ 
ter; and before I was grown, I bad 
^ been a volunteer among the Indkms. 
At sixteen I began to get fond of going 
to see the young ladies ; so that rbfy* 
tween my gun, my father's eoU^ ainl 
tbe girls, I was in a fair way of growing 
up a spoiled boy. Things went on in 
this way until I was twenty^one, tbw 
the Revolution came on« and aavodiftiA^ 
War is a good thing in some reipeeta^ 

it 
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t^ftir&ish^s einploym6nt for idle young 
nen ; it lyings out the talents, ' arid 
tipengthens the cbaraeter of those who 
1^ good for any thing; dnd disposer of 
laiiy who w<>uld otherwise hang u|>oA 
^ty, and be in the way of better 
dks. I joined a company that was 
iis^d in the neighbourhood, and was 
mde an officer; and off I went, in a 
^y suit of regimentals, naounted on a 
tie horse, with a capital rifle in my 
ind, and a heart full of patriotism, and 
mrage, and love. Perhaps you. aB 
ant to know who I was in love with ?^ 
Here the old lady began to fidget in 
^ chair, and threw a deprecating look 
her spoUse, who nevertheless proceed- 
>— " I ^ was just of age, and my old 
me there was seventeen, when the 
ir broke out. Our fathers' estates 
tied, and we had known eadi other, 
[Ornately, from cliildhood. She was 
nerally allowed by every body-^— *' 

••Mr. 
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Hendrickson, ** I would leave that oatX 
'•* To be remarkably bandsome^^ ^i^ 
timicdi the ccdonel;: "^ and what '«vifiy> 
hodf says must be tvue; She waij Mi^^ 
^though I say it myself ao^ry-,gmMi£ 

^ Well, I dlsdara^— you ought t^ibl^ 
adiamedv Mr. Hendricksoai!^ iatMrof^ 
ted< the lady. 'o-. 

But the hudband, who was usedit^ 
these scatteriiig^ shots, Tery . compoM^^ 
Continued his story .-^'^ She was a legQH 
for toast at the barbecues; and geti^vl 
Washington, then a colonel,- once cNuik 
fter healitli at a county meeting.^ ryj- 

Tkk reminiscence was better reeaivMl 
by the worthy matron^ who tocdci tt 
pinchf of snuff, and then left tbefdoeit 
not without throwing a lode oi pride 
and afiection at her good nun as> she 
passed; but as the tale was beeoming 
rather personal,^ as- fespected heisel^ she 

remained 



iMlAitftdiAMaK dntiiftear tlie done eS 
it, • ' 

*^ I cmiiof say that we evei^ ftll'ih 
kive* mth €attb other; for our imitual 
afflNtion eemmeiioed with dlliklhao^ 
gmw. with our growth, and filled our 
hearts so ^^ually, that it may be smi 
to? have formed a part of our natures^ 
Aa for courtships there was none; t 
rode to meeting with CaroKne ereiy 
l^iiday— *went with her to- the ra^es 
arid bwbecues — danoed wi<^ her at ew^ 
ty balU and spent hatf of my tkae at 
lier fiither^s faouae. When returning 
home hte in tb^. evening, after an ah^ 
seiftce of several days^ I used to stop at 
]ier< Other's, or at my owny just as hap- 
pened' to ibe most eonvenient; and ^ 
Qljysdf as -welcome at one as the other: 
but no- explanation had taken phM^. 
When equipped for service, the Itet 
thing I did,^ before we marched awaji^^, 
waa: to. goi there m my new regimantkda, 

to 
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to take leave. She wept; but my 
tber and sisters did the same, and. I 
tbought nothing of it at the tiiae. 

** I was gone more than a yeur — mmB 
in several en^gements •— and went 
tbrough a great variety of harctebip mnA 
suffering. We were, poorly paid, badly 
fed, and terribly thrashed by the ^reg^ 
lars, while learning the discipline whk^ 
enabled us to beat them in return. Ai 
length our company was completeiy 
^stroyed ; some were killed^ some tft* 
ken prisoners, some got sick, and a few 
grew tired of being patriots. . The re- 
mainder were discharged, or transfeired 
into other companies; and I obtained 
leave of absence. I bad lost my hocac^ 
spent all my money, worn out . my 
jclothes, and had no means of travelliai^ 
except on foot. Patriotism, young gen* 
tlemen» was a poor bu^ess then, and 
is not much better now» Like FalstaflPa 
honour, it will not set a. limb; and I 

found 
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itf fiSfthd to my sorraw that it would hot 
HI keep ^ut cold, or furnish- a barefoot soU 
le dier wi^ a pair of shoes ; but it warmed 
the hearts and opened the doors of all 
Hr^e wbigs ; and I generally procured a 
meal and a night's lodging, at the close 
of eaoh day's- travel, under the roof of 
SMRe friend to the cause of liberty. 
.' ** I had lately thought a great deal 

sibout Caroline. It was not until I 
parted • from her, that I knew how tie-* 
o^sdfy she was to my happiness. I' 
now recolledled her remarks, and re-' 
cAtled with delight the amusen^ents in 
\irhteh we had participated together.' 
^hen lying upon the ground in my- 
ch9m\k8B tient^ or keieping guard at some^ 
sflitary outpost, I amused the weary- 
b0tirs^iB forminfg plans for the future, 
in which she was always one of the* 
drmmOw pefwnm. When any tbing^ 
aglteaU^ ooiHirred, I toriged to' tell it 
th itot; iM wben^ in trotible; I eoaid 
l«im>i#. II. I always 



9^way(» fimoy Mv ent^j/ f he wooM 
a^ter mitoi «y feelings, aad -bowteodei 
w<>HMbehw sy«[||)dth3r, oould the he 
M; my side. I had «o doubt ^afe bar 
S!ei|tiiaents were ainiHar to. ^nry owd; 
yet wbeki I recollected that no diafii»- 
sure had be€» made, w pi^gs gM^^^ 
on eHker aide, and that ahe was m^t 
even h(9und to know of my attadmaentt 
i copdem;^ myself for l^a^vlBg tpkefi 
no pro^aiitiop. l|o secure e tnreawre, wIMi^- 
out whi^h ^ laurela I hivl w<Ma would 
be valuelesSi a^ li^ its^f a burtheik 

** In oi^d^r to get home, I had tp 
pass the door of Qiioline'S: fathei, andJ 
determined ^ stop thiere firsts €i|i4QOi 
to know wJ^ffcher. \ should 1^ reoqgM> 
sed in my wselK^hed ga.rU VfA hom- i 
shoultd be received* l^ wa^ ^ ni^|ged*.e 
rebel aa ever fpu^bt against his iin)piwAil 
kiqg. I bad no shoes ^». b^- f(^h my. 
clothes were&d«d» torn, afuidiirt^; my 
long hair l^g tangled .ofV^r my. Um^ I 

bad 



had h&m wMbout a rasEor for Mose fmmt 
aiid=th»«i»F^i^b70Bweo» my^AmK 
was Uien a green "wound, o0fiBied irofctioi 
Wick patob. Aifejget^r, I loolied wore 
HlBe ti deserter, or a fagkiv«r fiwiw a pri^ 
ao»*sh]pi tbflD a y^oung officer. Tlied»gs 
jprowlediat me as i approaobed libe booses 
tbe little negroes tan awi^, inndtbe cbil- 
dmiof tbe femily litd briiiad tbedow; 
No osiereeogiftMd ise^ andf I stoo4 itk 
tihe ball wfaere most o£ tike fimvHy were 
assemUttd, like soooe %eing dnupped 
&om anNDtfaer wmldi They wisre ^n^ 
guiged* in various employments; -as fiv 
Miss: CaroKne^ sbe was spinniiig ofnon a 
lai^ wlieelr in the finrlber end» o€ iitm 
room ; foe yoang ibdies tissn, hoinever 
w««dthy tbeic partiwtSi weve all taught 
to^'be asefui. She looked at me atteti- 
tivdy as. I entered, butr oontinaed he 
work; and I never ftit so- bappy in my 
lil^ as when I mm bar giMe&l'fibvQ^ 
aii& her ligfat step^ wbile die moved foiw 

IS ward 
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ward and backward, extending her 
bandsome.arro» and displaying her -preitj 
fingers, as she drew her. cotton. rolk into 
a fine thread. The ingenuity of wooian 
never invented a more graceful exeroi^a 
for showing, off a beautiful figure, thao 
spinning cotton on a large wheeL 

^' I thought she looked pensive; but 
her cheek was as blooming as ever, and 
her pretty round form, instead of being 
emaciated with grief, bad increased ia* 
stature and maturity. I felt, vexed to 
think that she was not wretched, that 
her eyes were not red with watchi^g,< 
nor her cheeks furrowed by tearsi. I en*: 
deavoured to . speak in a feigned voio^ 
but no sooner did the tones meet her, 
ear, than she sprang up, eagerly repeated, 
my name, and rushing, towards me^. 
clasped both my hands in hers, with a- 
warmth and frankness of affection, which, 
admitted no concealment, and left no 

3 

room for doubt The whoJe family ga» 

thered 
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hered round me, and it was with som6 
Hfficulty that I tore myself away, 

*' When my good mother had caused 
(\e to be trimmed, and scrubbed, and 
Tusbed, I felt onc6 more the luxury of 
K)king and feeling like a gentleman. I 
assed a happy evening under my native 
>of, and the n^xt morning, early, shoul- 
ered my rifle for a hunting excursion. 
ty friends thought it strange, that after 
lie hardships I had so recently under* 
one, I should so soon evince a desire td 
igage in this fatiguing sport. But I 
fid different game in view from any 
lat they dreamed of. I took a by-path 
hich led to the residence of a certain 
3Ung lady, approaching it through a 
rip of forest, which extended nearly to 
le garden. Caroline was in the garden, 
thought she wa^ dressed with more 
an ust^al taste, and she certainly trip- 
od along with a livelier step than com- 
on. I leaped the fence, and in a mo« 

1 3 ment 
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mem WHS at her 8ad«. I sbtlU nM 4e& 
what pM9«<}> nor how long we etcpd 
Qonce^l^d behind a tall dumpo^ rose- 
bii«hd$-f*H(ior how mwh longer ureinigfat 
hav« Qontin^ed the tite^titCi if the ap^ 
proaeh of som^ one bad not eaused On 
roline to dart airay^ like a frighted deert 
while I retreated to the wood9, the hafk. 
piest fellow in existenee^ 

^ I strolled through die forest^ think- 
ing of the pleasant intervie«r, reeaUing 
the 0Qfk pressure of the- hand that had 
trembled in mine, the exquisite tooea of 
the voioe that still muroiured in my ean 
and the artless, confessions that retaaiBed 
deeply imprinted on my heart. It was 
some hours before I reeoUectedy tfasfe ili 
order to sa^e appearanoes» I must kill 
some game to carry home. How many 
fat bucks had crossed my path whila I 
was musing upon this precious little love* 
scene, I know not ; I had wandered se- 
veral miles from my father's house, and 

it 



it vf$M now pctst nckm. TltfOwkig off 
mv^ db»traetiori of mmA, i turned lAy 
^ttentian, in tamest) to the mfftter ih 
bdind,<a{id^ after ^adiligait fieaiich, espied 
^deer, quietly grasiiig in ah ofieti spot 
B.iuUview^ I took aim, touched the 
)M%t^g^>^hd my gun snafiped. The 
\mf, alarmed^ hc^nded away ; afid not 
leing very ei^r, I renewed thd pHnqingi 
lid> stroiled odj Another opportomty 
EKin oecurred^ when my unlticky piede 
gfain made default-4he priming flashed 
f] the pal^ but no report followed. As 
always kept my rifie in good order, I 
'aa not a little surprised idiat two such 
seidents should fijUow in quick sucoes* 
^b*-i--and> I began to oonsider seriously^ 
hetber it might not be an omen that 
gf. ooiift^p would end in a mere flash* 
gain and agi^B I mdde the same ati 
npt, and with a similar reeolt. I #a8 
ivvi ftr fixHB.hotite, and nigh^t wasclonng 
tmnd met I eauld not see to hunt any- 

1 4 longer^ 






teoger^ nor was I witting to retam 
heme without having .killed any thing; 
To sleep in the woods was no hardship^ | 
for I bad long been accustomed to lodg» 
ing upon the hard ground, in .the.«apeD 
air; indeed, I had been kept, awake 
most q£ the preceding night,, by the no- 
vel luxury of a feather-bed. Aococd^ 
ingly I kindled a fire^ and threw my* 
self on the ground. I never wassupep^ 
stitious ; but my mind was at that ttne 
in a state of peculiar-sensitiveiiessi^ . Mf 
return home, the sudden relief fiom 
privation, and suffering, the meeting 
with my family, and the intervtewt whk 
Caroline, had all concurred tb- bewilder 
^nd intoxicate my > brain; aDd>a9*i<la}ii 
in the dark shade of- the fbiesty^gizing 
at the few stars that twinldad thrmigb 
the intervals of the foliage, some of the 
wild traditions of the hunters oectimd 
to my memory, and I persuaded: myw 
self that a spell had been plaeed. upoa 

my 
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my gtin. When I fell asleep^ I dceamad 
erf* being in battle unarmed, of huiiting 
vfitboat aoimunition, and being mar- 
lied without getting a wife ; the upshot 
!if the whole matter was, that I •slept 
vltboot being refreshed. 

^ I rose, and was proceeding tow^aids 
I ndgbbouring spring, when a strain of 
ingular music burst upon my ear. It 
fas so wild, solemn, and inMherent, 
kat I could make nothing of it, and 
eeame more and more convimed that 

certainly was bewitdied; but, deter-*^ 
lined to see the end of this mysterious 
^venture, I hastened towards the spot 
om which the sounds proceeded. A» 
approached, the tones became familiar, 
id I recognised a voice whioh I had 
Mwn from diildhood. I had rested 
mr the foot of a mountainous ridge, at 
spot wbere a pile of rocky masses^ rose 

tall dUBs abruptly from the plain^ 
gainst the bald sides of these preei* 
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kig. thfipa up tfiftb nwifiiid tifHenicmt 
Qd. a ptatfimxii of io«kt ovoilimii^: bf 
IBlitiqg pQint9, fmmk wfaUt tbe MUB<i4{ 
iim. vcior waa rttQiafid. by mnQmras^j 
edioes, knelt a sttporanmtttad neg/n 
mdmn I had knowrn iron ray infimtqF. 
lEfQim toy eaffliest recoUwtioPw bo^tkid 
iNien ar kind of privileged chaouo^km 
wmdtMbie ahQikt the oQa0tcy^a«dfilUig 
iim: iwioos offioesi <^ fiddleiv cocyniiai; 
aod. piiaiihM. Latterly, be kadi qutttad 
fiddMtifi^ apd ta3Ha».to.pkUosQpky»jaiMli 
^»ba!4y beeau^e amJ^oQ^ ^iJaalp.Mh 
fiimity of .mUe loiiidiw Jb«d indMO^d 
hiAi to^ i^dk. hxgher . bKHiours. tkm^ tbwe 
aakteved hy the triuinpha oS Ifae. imlin* 
Tb) (dd mau wa» engagedi ioubia meat 
ibgdffVQtion^ and viwiidihntiiigfi hynau. 
a&;tbe t(^ <^ bis vcy»^^ witb grait ii^^ 
]^i»nt femroun aod siiMeiaty* I made 
uf^iioy mnds in a nwmient, tihaft heiwaa 
tbe^ very conjurec whpi badi pkimdi a 

spell 
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mfimanfiBhafLp im he hadi \oii§ iserwi 
a:JDnHl ef UDfrbrother at tfawaltafvof 
fijiinen^ iind voib fiMmus iir his MM isf 
^itrmt^ IMbe^dcmii ind- finding chMI 
ffimsg \$!SMi ^eae^t&^^mw^^etf bM 
mam was €i:i|»d; A« sooit as* his de^oi^ 
tkimsfureitf ooAcl«Nieil, I apip)K)aefaed, ai«d 
iisclosed, with perhaps more seridu«iM3S«{ 
0f ' maiVMr than L ftll, ilnd^ certainly 
irith more thim I wouid ha^e adkndw-^ 
kodged; the nrfsteiidUii cdnda^ bf my 
|un^ wMeh ii^ttA as gted* a rUte asev^ a 
iaa»i<ptt«td> hib'shmildeis afid- my sttSjpA- 
ilottsiithat sdme nMwttaMiay had- been 
Mtabtisedi The old tnaiv was oY&ijoyed 
D see w6ri» I bad>danoiid ti his iHtflin 
mtiy a' lAng^ night; hb uttered s6nie 
icitf ^i^Mliid ai^ philosophic morM 
S^oticm^ u^ntAie lapidity with whieh 
•tto bbyis grow u^ int<» big men-^^ofn- 
Htnenliid me upon my improved ap- 
Miiinter atid* safe reftqm fiotn Ihe wai^ 

1 6 and 
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aod a$8iireki m^ that 1 looked * mighty 
^^^er^d^ Then proceeding to inspeet 
<ny unlucky weapon, he first examined 
the lock,^ then drew the ramrod, and 
having searched the barrel, handed it 
backj, exclaiming, with a most sarcsustic 
grin^-.^ Fl<^9se goodness ! massa Charley, 
how you ^eck your gun go off, *ott/ no 
powder?' 

^ The truth ^ broke upon my mind 
with the suddenness, of an explosion. I 
stood with iny firmer in my mouth, like 
a boy caught in a forbidden orchard, a 
lover detected in the act of swearing 
allegiance upon his knees, or an author 
whose wit has fbshed in the pan. The 
^cnple fact was, that in the pleasure of 
courting, and the delight of winning 
my old dame there, who, plaiii as you 
see her now, was, as. I said before, in her 
young days allowed to. be a great beau- 
ty, I had totally fprgot to load my gun ! 
But old Cupid kept my seocet — I kept 

my 
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I my own counsel — Carcriine k^pt lier 
I word, and I have always had reason tb 

consider that as the best bunt I ever 

made." 
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CHAP. X, 



When edonel Hendrickson bad eon- 
duded his story» it was found that the 
hour of retiring to repose had arrived. 
Mrs. Hendrickson arose, and placed a 
large family bible and a hymn-book 
upon the table; for these worthy people, 
as we are happy to say is the ease witli 
a great many familtes in this region, 
never separated for the night without 
bowing down together in worship. The 
colonel reiKl a chapter in the holy book, 
selected a hymn, in the singing of which 
the whole circle joined, and then kneel- 
ing down, prayed with fervour and so- 
lemnity. There is no worship whieh 

impresses 



iiBfireMes the icnaginaftioDi . and warma 
the beart»« like tbatiof tbe family. When: 
in the silent bou9 of nij^t^ thoie who 
ara jqined toother by eoaaangttiiiitjr 
and afift«tion» kneal togetbep^-wheoi the 
&tb€r prays fojs his, chfldran and dapen<^ 
dant8*--there; is a^ touching intatest. and 
moral beauty» ia the scene; and we 
know not how. any, wbo^ poafesa tke 
doctrines of Christianity, can negleetae 
SKrioua. a. duty» or dany theasaelyes. ao 
delif^tfnl fu pleasuce. 

Juab OB they w^se about . to retire^, a; 
Im^ baikii^ of the . do^ amiouneed^ 
tba airiml of other viaiteiiSy whO' proved) 
iMk be a pMiy <^ boysi sons^ of .theneigh»' 
htftiKing fairinans, going to.hunt the tmh 
ocKm. Thay fa^d oaU^ taihovrow tbe 
(M|{onaV$. favourite dog, wboi was fiimoiM 
at catpbing tim» animak^ Mr. Gecage 
i;i««^dQligbti^iwUfai any thing in. the aa^ 
tiurd of appct^iinmodiately pDppoaed tO' 

tiii9,<^thff!<gaotlenifin; to ym the pni^r 

but 
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but they dfielined participatiiig in an^ 
anuiseni^t which was considered as be- 
ing more properly suited to boy $4 But 
George was not to be b&ulked in bis 
huinour. A refusal from Viiginia Pen* 
dletpn bad always the effect of driving 
bim to the sports of the field with re^ 
newed ardour» and he now jinned tbe 
hds in their excursion, with hearty good 
will. . . 

Tbe party consisted of a number of 
lads, some of whom were nearly grown, 
and others quite small. .They carried 
axes, and Uadng tordies^ and were foU 
lowed by a number of dogs. On reach* 
ing the woods, the dogs scattered in 
different directions, in search of their 
game; and tbe human animals stroHed 
eardessly along, waiting for a signs! 
fi-om their brute companions. The at- 
mosphere was still, but frosty ; it was a 
dear and starlight night, but tbe heary 
muss pf decaying leaves, that diHi dotib- 

ed 



ed the tops of the tall trees, tendered 
tbe dai^ess inqMnetrable, exeej^ndi^M 
the torches carrkd by the hunters threur 
a faiigiit glare iminediittely around thern^ 
as'they passed along. The stillness that 
Kigiied through the forest was profound* 
Ae the himters mored, the loaves riiist- 
led under their footsteps, and their 
▼oices breaking in upon the repose of 
nature,seemed to have an unnatural loud^ 
ness; and when tliey stood still to listen, 
nothing oould be heard, but now and 
then, a distant faint sound of the tread 
of a dog, leaping rapidly over the dried 
v^etation, or the scream of an affrigbtw 
ed. bhrd. 

.'They pursued no path, but stroHed 
feariessly through the coverts of the fi>t 
jMt^ directed only by their acquaint^ 
aii€e with the local features of the coun- 
try* . They sAien paused to listen. The 
dfigs ccHitinued to hunt, taking wide 
<^uit& through the forest, and return^ 

ing 



faiff air ioiig interval^ one Imp^ onie^ to 
tiMir iMaton, as ^ tanpatfe psiogreii) 
orto.Mwrinkl wfaat^ baft iasen the: aw 
oan of bthoavs. All at oiwe a baiinkg 
traa heaii4 ftUitig upoD tbefeaoriso &iD^ 
hf^. 98 to show .that it prdeeeded frorar b 
cKaikairt spot. It cbma bom fi aiagle dog^ 
aittl anHiauDoefil that . he had fayen.upea 
the aa^iit ^ a nuwoosi ; aod in: a few 
mmutea a ehange in the tones of the 
aBHaal^. which faeoame miMre tivd^jTy iutin 
tnated tint hie had clnsed tibe game to 
ita hi([fiikg-tilace» The other doga^. ati 
bearing this sounds all iiiahed eagerly* 
towandte the spot from whence it pro^ 
oeeded, followed by the hunters aft fiitt 
^peed* Tfaeyfiland the aiiODefsfiil-dciig 
intting jEife the foot <tf a.lafge-bciBejrili^^ 
enil^ tree^-^Bor as the boys ^tqnrossedat^ 
** baiiLHig tip a honeyflooast^^ with era^ 
ry appeamaee 6f triumpfaafit delight 

The finsft thing which was itow^dcMbr 
waa.to cdkct a::qilaDdty:Q£ikllei>'ltiiihi^ 

which 



wjbioh ware {ftled )ti494i> Ing^ kw^f mA 
}i^[jb^ by toeaM. of tliQ. totebes tfafit 
faiMk faew faMiagbt f<»r tbia fMivpofie. Itl 
asleBTHiiaut^i an intoMe blaze shot up* 
words^ dimwing a brilliant glare of light 
npoa the aarwttndii^ Bcene^ and the 
wimd fiur whoa^ isapture thefle prefM^ 
iations were nBiade> was seen, standing 
on a bough foi^y feet from the ground^ 
endeavouring to oonceal itself, while it 
g^aed downwaods in alarm and wondciSi 
A loud, riiout «anoiinced die ddiight of 
the {MTty onhcdK^ding their game^ the 
dogs evinced an equal degree of plea^ 
sure, and it would have been hard to 
teli which ^ aaimals**^he human or- oa* 
mne--<«9qf)ed»nced.the greatest degree of 
enjoyment in the spent* 

Iffae young men now threw'-off tbek 
ooats, and began with their asea to cut 
down the great tree in which their fs^. 
bad taken t refuge. It was several fieet 
itt aircumfoiettee ; but thai which woold 

have 
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have been considered^ under ^ other df- 
on instances, a laborious task/ Was cheer- 
fully undertaken in the eager pursuit of 
amusement. Blow after blow fell upon 
the sdlid trunk in quick succes^n, and 
the woods re-echoed the rapid and obeer^ 
ful strokes of the axe. Two of the 
hunters wielded the axe on oppo^te 
sides of the tree, striking alteri^tely^ 
with regular cadence, and with such 
energy and skill, that every blow made 
its appropriate impression ; others- reli^ 
ved thennu fnom time to time, by taking 
thdr places ; while the smaller lads con- 
tinued to supply fuel to the fire. . At. 
length the work was so nearly aooom-^ 
pushed, that a few mdre blows only were 
required to complete it ; and all of the 
party, except those engaged in chop- 
ping, retired to the side of the tree op- 
posite to the direction in which it was 
expected to fall, gath^ng together all 
the dogs, and holding them fust foy main 

strength. 



strength, to prevent them fhmif tunning 
under the falling tree, and behig cruib* 
ed by its descent Nor was it an easy 
matter to restrain the eager animab^ 
for no sooner did the great tree begin 
to totter and oreak, than tbey bega0 
to whine and struggle, showing the 
greatest impatience to rush forward. and 
seize their prey, as soon as be should 
reaeh the ground. The tall tree slowly 
bpvved its top, tremUing for a mooient 
as if balanced, then cracking louder and 
(jiiicker, and at last fiilling rapidly, tear- 
ing . and crushing the boughs that in* 
tencepted its downward progress,, and 
stretching its enprmous length on the 
gfouiid with ^ tremendous crUsb. The 
n^ghbouring trees, whose branches were 
torn off, >and whose tops were disturbed, 
by the sudden rush of air accompanying 
the fall of so large a body, bowed their 
hesbda oirer their prostrate comrade^ waved 
tfa^ir.s^ifiterf?d limbs^ arid tben relapsed 

into 
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bfia their origimt Mte ef imyesdo: re^ 
pMe. 

No sooner d^ the tree strike tine 
gMttnd, tha^ the raomoi^ darted from 
among its quurering braaicbes, mwi 
boqnded away, pursued bjr the wIr^ 
ycUii^ ipacik* of dog9 and boys ; and itow 
Ibtefe^ was shouting mai sctamhtifigi 
Stavtoonded hy no oialiy Ibes^ the tstc&Bem 
WM soon^ brought to bi^ by a yomq^ 
dog^ frho paid dearly for hid inexfieri^ 
enee, ^ the enraged i^nioaal tnraiii|f 
m^SietAyi mtmek bi» sharp teitk into the 
head of the dog^ who yelled histily with 
pain : this oeeupied but asecond ; th« miP 
ooon vesumed his^ftghl^ and the^ beaten 
deg^ whinhig and bleedings siunk aw«if ; 
Again and sigam was lAm bwdjpresMi 
flatknal) obliged to ftiee hb ptmaiem, iirii» 
now headed hhn^ in every ^iieetion that 
lie tnmedv and more than one dog felt 
hia keen bite. The ianNms tononentoiv 
opow;ded oMund, inteiinritqp no Anthsl* 

than 



t)wn by ^n^oivn^gli^ tibe dqga iif itb knd 

mitil th^ f ag^f^^a ^uddsD^y aprtiiglsg at 
the. triMi^ of a lai^ tnee, daopbered up^ 
Md with a few active bounds, plaeed 
buxi«elf out of fcbe neacb of bis pumiors. 
AQQtber fii^e was »ow kindlsd uadcr 
Ibe^ second ti?ee» wbi^ happeqed lo. ba 
of a iesa formidable sise thao tibe firsts 
and tbi^ iodefiiligable h,tftxiters waat to 
worlc agaio v^ith tfaeir axes. The nu>, 
oopn was ksa fi^ctunate thaia before, im 
wfaeeo tb^ tree feH» be waa oomplctely 
sjiiixouiDddd b]s his i^imtrma, who took 
oase^ top(0isen(^bJin ftoi»f^izi '' ^eeinff:' 
Ife .^saa aaloniabin^ toi see the i^raeneaa 
aod auoeess: witht wbicb tbis smaU aoin 
omI defended bitnsiHf against so imamy 
9^ff&Ewm^ oS superior Ase ; the ahar^ 
ness of his teeth, and the quickness wtkb 
vcibkb be snapped, rammed bi^ bite se- 
V4ae, and bis sagacity, in fmsmg^ upon 
1^ mostf Titalt and:senaitiye pasta of the 

bodies 
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bodies of' his assailants was remarkabMfT 
He sprtinjg often at the eye, the lipy~aria 
throat of the dog who ventured to en- 
gage him ; and it is always obser\^abfe^ 
that a dog who is a veteran in sdcfi 
affairs, or, as the hunters say, *^ an 6£P 
*coon dog,*' has a face covered with sdirSiil* 
an effect probably produced by the sk}lt 
of the <»nine animal, in protecting 166" 
rest of his body, by presenting his front' 
only to his foe. It was impossible, how-' 
ever, to contend long against such un^' 
equ^l'n umbers ; several of the dogs werfT* 
sent yelling out of the fight ; but at lds( 
one more experienced and bolder thrflf ^ 
the rest, rushed in, seized the bi^velittte^' 
animal by the throat, and in a mdm^ftt" 
worried him to death. Th^ whole cortit'l 
bat, though lively, fierce, and* eventfW,*" 

lasted but a few minutes. 

The dogs were agam sent out, artil^ 
soon succeeded in chasing anoUier tfo^' 
tim into* a tree, and the same proceeil^^ 

ings 
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logs were thereupon had, as a lawyer 
would say, as in the case aforesaid ; and 
in the course of the night several rac- 
coons were taken, in a similar manner, 

• 

so far as respected the kindling of fires, 
and chopping down trees. In other 
particulars, however, there was a consi- 
derable variety of incident A veteran 
old male raccoon fought like a deter- 
mined warrior, and sold bis life dearly, 
while one of smaller size, or of the 
softer sex, fell an easy prey. Sometimes 
the unhappy animal was crushed to death 
by the fall of the tree in which it had 
taken refuge; and sometimes, after an 
immense tree had been felled with great 
labour, it was found that the wily game 
bad stolen away along the interlocking 
branches, and found refuge in the top of 
another. Then the fires were renewed, 
and the bright glare usually enabled the 
hunters to discover the ftigitive closely 
nestled in a fork, or at the junction of a 
VOL. II. K large 



yoKr .t» taH^ ,% »^P aft the QBfSRtK^n^ j»f, 
inig,qn,l)do«j, ftf sow .»!'«** wMw, b9« 
tray«d aprotrvidipg mWnP'* %<S^Teriwt 
tip qf the tail. Q^cs^^fMik^ ^CK^^vg^ 
t^gp committed t^.^isgiraii^l ^ul^N^, 
of 'fjfere^nglf fi la?gr,.&t .OBQ?«iin»;,iiu tl|«, 

it \va^ qujtikly abal^q.dowi}, a^ be^Pnf^ 

sppi^^wh^ i^ luipBe^e^ tfeat.t|je jtog^, 
Oft afrilyng 1^ t;»ail» wept off..»a:rt, grgfy(, 
viyapity, fi^lio^ipg. it.li«%« Qptisidw^i 
di^jtwc^jtp t|»e ^urpri«(e <?€ ^feeir.vsftlieAi 

and, ,<yi finding iteelf pjirsii^d, MMNkii 
d^Jt^ly, cJia^H « .Ipea,.; Q«. the^.W^lk^ 
full, of, }tgj^» the.spep^,.g|ftw«»g..^»o«ilj 
and appre,^^ wd tbp djag*. burlBHMH 
louder^ j«d.jyitl> grej»te|, «^im«^«^.atL 

they 



they ^priikieiiddl vlhtttihegitnii^k&'^mi' 
y€& t&ntmi: ^he' fife ^^ ll^»«fe*/ 
wif^ the tiifembling 6f a bo^lth'illtowM' 
tbirt the*afhitnal wasf $ptfitlg)ngt'frtfi^^^^^ 
trtte"^ another Hvbere liew op«Yii%idM^ 
iMi^ >emnmeJYeie>d, and* the ajfi«« #ei^' 
silftkig^? meriilf ;' wlieb dB akMii^ Ikitfiq 
tte d<^ Was beaa'd, and It WM^f^itd^ 
tlMC%be^#ily-giam«, after ^teatkg fmta 
treetoiiree; bad descend^t^diK^ groiind' 
aiiiy'dtohed^ off. ^ A-vi^ay wetit 1ll«MdtogB' 
andJ boyis agaih, in bi^ tlkmf' 

ev^,»ftt^4He*mgeim?tj^atid bi^dmess^'rf * 
tbff aff liilaR sbbwed: . tbat nobler- ^twe' 
w« tM)W»started; and* tbatf tbey wet& <m'' 
tbt; ti^il <>f a wild cati if«%D watt'SO dtene^' 
Ijr frf eafsedi «» to be" again* oUig^;-altoei^' 
a gtfllant ruii^ of^ a%otit' biilf 4^ nftfl«,^ m 
taHrewfugein tbe^brainob^s^of^^ ta^^oak; 

tfate^'itonnareotfld hot' l^p into »'neigh«'^ 
bemfng'tl^te.^ Fires were iM^ Ilgh«t# 
all^'roctnfdMflfe s^t^ bo tlm^A^timMtltalt^ 

K S space 
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Space yrns lUamiBated witti ^e Ip^^^aiu^; 
as great, a^ that of noon-day; ib^j^ 
was ,s€!en« with back erect,. aqd gliyr^i^ft 
eyieball^ lookiqg fiercely, down ; ^-^ 
axiea were plied with reaewef^ ^^S^^fy 
and theoak .was soon prostrated. '^ 
precautions were now use^ to, 
the escape of their prey ; the 
armed with clubs, formed a lai»?,^^ 
an4 th^ dogs rushed in from ^dijQT^^ 
direotiops^ The enraged animal spr^ypHI^ 
boldly out^boundingwith vigQropsLl^flJjf^ 
showing his white teetlv and growlj^ 
dcffiance. TJie dog^ highly e;(^q|ie4rv 
d^fdbed fearlessly at their prey, and, ^^M^ 
engagement ensued, for they had i^^^i 
to Qope with one of the .most f^i^^$K^^^ 
biiutes of the forest— one whicb^ ^^^ftistl 
not large in size, is muscular, flCtiy^- 
cunning, i^id undauntedly fi^roe. .f:i||jb.t* . 
ing with teeth and claws^ be i|^i|^^,. 
deep wounds on his eager jiS6a||pnji^, 
Growling barking, his^g, ai|id aj^out^^ 

ing. 



KENTUCKY. 197 

iWgf were mingled in horrible discord, 
l^ried leaves, and earth, and fur, were 
thrown into the air, and the slender 
bushes were crashed and trampled down 
by the maddened combatants. Sur- 
fbunded, and attacked on all sides, the 
ilirious cat fought with desperation ; 
^ibetimes springing suddenly up over 
tfie heads of his assailants, he alighted 
Oti the back of a dog, fixing his teeth 
deep in the neck, driving his sharp 
daws into the throat on either side, and 
bearing down the agonized and suffo- 
cated animal to the earth; and some- 
times overthrown, and fighting on his 
back, bitten and worried from every di- 
rection, he sprang at the throat of one 
of his tormentors, sunk his deadly fangs 
ihtb the jugular, nor released his hold 
iintif the dog quivered with the pangs 
oT death — until wounded, torn, bleed- 
ing, and exhausted, he was overpowered 
by numbers. Thus ended, in triumph, 
a most glorious hunt. 

K 8 The 



W^ng Ashoft disruiM^ *h^^^^y6ML 
iflpBi sev^ j>ar4iesi enisk. taking. ^ 

Ji#«ti$»«k ;i)ne d£ tbe yQ«tb$'a^ni9fiAilP 
fjfs^mpany. Mr*rXtee to Qo}oiMlfj^{«tti^ 
l^dcwii'f ; jin4 <Mir ftknd Geoqg^f.i^^ 
ff ^pnes^ing . the del^hl; be hud #spdii- 
ffikQd^ in. tb# '* osioital €^^V wl#h ^thcy 

Jiig^, ^ HAafflbed off w|tb b^ <;o«nf 
«f^i#» tbcpu^fcbe (fork and lii^v-wlmt 
l^e^, Fatigued witb «aveaal^t^by>iMa«^ 
Mvip^ ex?r(»8ei tb^ sf^mteraA. jdoiii^ 
akHig ; Md .a$ the hunter vmOm )ntMmr 
l^ly wiUi $1 QoiBalesg tr^ad^ their >£i|q|* 
$t^ Ml sUently on the leaf|r cmip^Mif 
tb^ forest. Tbei d^lb4ike ^ nygiomi'Qi 
the wopdi/affoi^d^ a M:raiig'Q0t!^a4t t9 
tbQ Sr^9 Mrb^^b bad lately g)€!fuiii?4s mi 
the 9oui^».of cofi^t tb4t bad^walMMd 

the 



^tteleCfho^^tHe Wiia«fiids. Althbugh 
)fli#'tiaricflesi 'vv^s tdbibst impei^rable, 
•<kft> giiiab niovM forwitrd SHrfth imietntt^ 
^tfiSllti k^^ng tiie direct odArst, wMlont 
iMHiti6ti^%!l«abing dVer ln% dn whose 
i^miMtk th« «tilf-<fight gttmmei^ ifointly 
4Me^gll' tlMl folia^, or descehdhig into 
-MDeli'^tet^ tiot it gl^am bf «Ke li^t oT 
Ih^^n bitike iiff tipdn life solMsiit titt. 

^Itett. •••-■ " .•■' 

•^ At< lettgtTt ib^ dMsstfd their fttiliiet 
trMik,' M «t &j3oie' wh^ bne «P tl«& firek 
IkAcI beeh li^btedi TH^'ftiel'ftad be^n 
Vm^ tip itWii foot 4if A dead t^, df 
tt»nliB^iMib> h!iii^!ttt(fe, Mid as tbl!» (fife 
IMli b^eh g^: iit» m H^t irittote; 
«IK 41^^'h^ eUVlildiidif (b(^ trunk, ex- 
«Vi^ ifpwai^ fd* Cfaie bnfefcHe^ fthd 
n^teft 'tb^ whdft fkblib Itf i Mace df 
gl6#iMg fii«: >9IM^jr tim fiiw tbis beatt. 
^f^l't^bt fibih 1^ idfotitt tif a fteigb^ 
hmntig -M»; flK>R^ ^Wm, tt^ifgfa MiH 
<eiM»(nt, it^^^ ai^ISi^ fisitil^.M{ tre^ 
'» k4 of 
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of fii^ 9tandU)g;A)ane iii,t^?i^||f jfegpafij 
Tbe tnink pre«eui;ed a tall jp^^^^i^^^ 
intense fedn^s^ round which tJb^ ^BM 
purkd, and rolled^ giving to^hi^^^oi^ps^ 
^0 pUlar of fire the ^pefu»99e;p£ Ja:>.]9% 
vix^.iQotion; while the bra^^cfif^tAnd 
twpga were ajl lighted ujv y^R^t^MM 
fie^^y enve^ped with the glpivjii^ ^ 
inent, and parts of them were, 9C||;(fi) 
dually breaking off and fidUqg t^c ^ 
gl»ttDd,. lil(e [drops of blazing liqiqi^ 
As thejr stpod gazii^ at this spl^^ 
exhibition^ several figures ^ex^ 8e$n 
inoying in the light, dpse to the ^iqni- 
iff^ tree» which were ascertaii^ .^j^ 
those o£ men and horses ; and thi) huol^^ 
ffJt their cuxioaty excited bj t^f^JtBe 
peaiBoce of hocsempn in tl^a . solitMy 
place, at such an: hour* I/^Xp ImiVfH 
posed to appioafih tkBrn, m^.mi^^^^^ 
their chaincter; and the ^guidft»'<9gm)l^ 
imyiisitive, ooiise&te4» with sw^o.tiesin 
t«tk>n» and after suggesting the pif pii^. 

of 



oPiishig caution. E)e6d8 of vidlencfe 
had faitdy been perpetrated; and tVe 
young forester whispered^ that for some 
daytf pas^ when the men of the family 
ikete*Bt Work in the fields, at some di&- 
khce from the house, his mother had 
k^t the doors fiistened all day, and if 
fltief heandafeotstep approaching, hid her 
cHiUren, and armed herself with a rifle, 
iMfore she looked out, to ascertain the 
dMracter of the visiter. The butcheries 
6f the Harpes had filled the whole couii* 
try witii dkread. 

- Thus prep»ed, they advanced, cau- 
tiously, towards the fire, and came suA* 
dbiitly near to distinguish two men, 
stout, IH-Iooklng, and completely armed. 
Tbey frequently lodced suspiciously 
around, and listened^ like men expecting 
t* be ' purmiedK: and resolved to be on 
tMf guard ; and as they stood exposed 
in the broad glare of the light, there 
could be. no doubt that they were the 

K 5 identical 



indgfetieal ♦ rufciia i wh0' 9mi idmtmA/A 
♦be {Mwe aftlk^mvmw mMementB, wmA 
Against i^rbtai ^» wAnsAt* rmaiammity 
was.aboiit to) ris» in Tengeance; M$A 
<tf them heM l;^ t^ bridle e inie hmne^ 
panting as if from a hardliioke. 'Sbme 
wais mother persKHnnritb tivea^ to^wfaoni 
tme of tjbie Menr^tos^spealbiiig^ m^earnell 
and authoritativa latignagp^^ and who 
wiEis recognised', at a glhnee, by Mn^liee; 
afr his hte eompanteliv Hadk Shorty Ae 
snake-kilfer. 

After conversing a few miiiute^ the 
men tnountedtihein faoimi^ and voie ra- 
piflly away, plunging tiksir' spurn* into 
tdiesidea of theii^spirated* steeds, andri* 
ding ovier obstactes, • and^ tbrottjght bmirili 
with' lig^rless and eareS98a> speed. Mr. 
Lee waited' until they were oul of^beai^ 
ihg, and) then achranced' to* the^fire to 
speaU to M<ark ; but^the>boy; oii<beariiig 
his fbotstsps, ran niaiU^ amwy, without 
waiting to;asoertaiti wbodt-iwastthatap 

proached; 
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prooehed ; and the hunters resumed tiieir 
homewwd way, which led in a direction 
opfiosite to that taken by the Harpes. 
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CHAP. XL vii 

It was nearly noon, when Mr. Lee vtmA 
l9ie foUowiDg moming : he foimd cak» 
vk Hendrickflon, and all fab gntattj 
waitii^ for him to acoompanjr 1tiem.1v 
a ride to the house of a ndghbouing 
gentleiBai^ where they had engaged t^ 
dine. When he commiuricated ^ im 
tdligenoe of having seen the HarpesniB 
the preceding nighty the genttenen e»^ 
pKSsed great regret at not having heard 
it sooner^ and determined to go ift:a 
hody the n^it diqr» in piacsuit of tfab 
raffians. 

The hones weiie soonat the door, and 
the gay party b^an to moottt, each ct 

the 



the young gentlemen selecting a fiivour- 
ite fair one for hU own special charge, 
as is customary and proper in all well- 
r^ulated parties of pleasure. Mr. Lee, 
who considered that he had a prescrip* 
tive right to wait upon Miss Pendleton, 
wasadvandng to assist her to mount 
her horse, when he perceived that Mr. 
!RBBnhnore had already taken her hand i 
and turned back, jealous, mortiSed, and 
abnost determined that he woukl dot 
jiin the omBpany • The blood moisnted 
into ills cheeky and hts brow low^iwlt 
m be. stepd ifresoIute^-*«a mitMneotey 
parcQcysm^ of vifge struggling in bis bo« 
sam, again^ bis native goodrhumour 
and JMibitiud politeness.. 
L GolcsicA Hendrifikson saw hn enbv^ 
saasmeiit, and with ready politeness en^^ 
ditovmiml to remove it— *^ Mr. Lee^" 
said he, ** I must show you a few aoM 
o£ fi(» tbbaeeo^ aa we rlcb along.' I sus- 
(leet you wB.a good judge pf such matr 
i ters; 



tet^i y«oii»fctHi(lp/if ti> i[^mitil»1»Bt a ft- 

■ Oeo^bM«0iy dud ^UeM^ waikei. 
nfMi bit<bo9(>t(MNM48>%hi9b^lcfeMett:-<< - ■• ' 

he'plao6dfai^Aai<iont4Wib»kiki '^ 

itgtA. You «re- going. «»fttt>itti< ocNtsib 
Gitorge?" addi bi»wihg' gHatelbay, slie 
fbde-oC «Miortedf'4iy Mr. FeiMibnMe; 
while George L^- <«li[liallef«lf cettoitt^ 
aUA by tbis tittl^ttfaiicM^- 8i#(tfe( in. 
terlulHy, tbMdshe WU fh« i<«>eet)^t ^rad- 
ttii^^inthe ^rorid, 4itld> Aa» F^rtlttltaooie 
deiiei^red' ttf bfr shIML' ..;<.« , 
- As^ ttfte' ^y «bmttail)r. §tld off Ui* 
o6tfple«,' Mil L«ti'iteicl<4he ()blllllei<4iti|$|iaiu 

ed 



^iimt^^ke rati Aeh^Jsm^ptitmA out 

Im tobfltcQO* €ii»^ fa»' cmtff Mi Ms tOB- 
ni^si talloEMk^ of hk iMmmf mtA iken 

some Avmng 4aMiate9' «f taele Woods 
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GefDrgt^ Slimed ttwial lie* btrans iw*- 
tsmnitd, lanil^ ^ Aefctv ' Ite tUb^ \9W* ot&r, 
luA ' itcoMreaH iifis • ustoi^ spiitlb. But 
still he was nob JKtiifitdb T40 ginei up 
'3UlrgiiiiRcma suffiairatljie yiiwfuiy^Jbut to 
8iK.om«kb» ^eflivf off* t^ brigiki prffiss 
;iiMicMoiier4Annibie^^ oil {dife 

They fiusiid a> lasj^ p«tfy asten^led 
ta dinntiv Wa* shdV not stop^ to ' cxjibnt 
the roasted^irigs and-turkey^^tiiet juii^ 
4aii»v: ttosi irtt hawttslvfiB of. ranison^ . tlm 
bowls of apple*toddy,. audi the loidb^df 
gdodi, things 011 > which they* were ra^ 
led.. Mofe importaiit mattewUe befin^ 
uB^Jmckat^'ue forwaidi to the sequel of 
tbfs^histeisyb 

After 



AfUr dfainer, when Hie geiitleiiiito 
were 8troHtng in the open air, Mr. Liee 
wiiispered to Mn FenniniMe, that lie^ 
wkh^ to converse with Mm in piivab^ 
and led the way to a retired place. 

Fetwimore noticed his disoontented 
ak, and an expression of defiance on fakk 
ftatoreit and fitdlowed him in sitmee^ 
wondering what was to be the subjtel 
of their secret conference. . 

When entirdy out oi hearing of Hie 
rest of the company, Mr. Lee demand*- 
ed, ki a hau^ity tone— *^ I wish to know, 
m, whether you intended to affitmt m^ 
by yoar conduct this morning?" 

^ Most oerteinly not^** replied jMLr.^ 
FcrniimorOy in a d»erfnl tone4 ^* I am 
eren ignorant of die cirraaiataiioe to. 
which you allude." 

George had invited bi» rival to tMs 
conversation, in ther determination to 
quarrel with hioif at aQ emnts. The 
cracUiatory tone of Fenntinoce4iaa»ied- 

him. 



imr,^f ^ nflm^ ; bul b(i?iii|(^ H^e 
nwtst IDieiH when acting vm49f tlNt 
ii^u^mce of ptsiion, p^ed^jtevmaDiod 
iM^^ W be sajtisfiedL he retumed ta tile 
charge, 

i '^ JPoyou say, $ir» that yw do Hot 
ogpsider it an affiront, to have stepped 
bptween me and a, lady that I waa i^mit 
tftOHiduct to her horae ?" 

^ If I had done so intMitionaUy» I 
abould say I had been, guilty of gQtat 
rudeness." 

'' Thra you assert that you did not do 
it fHirpoflply ?" 

** I do, su*/' replied the offioeri eompo* 
sedfy ; '' and I will ad d - ■ *" 

'> ,Well, sir?'' exdaimed Gefx^^ 
imcktog up his ears, and expecting to 
hear a defiance which would lead to the 
resAit .that he wished to provoke. 
. /' I will aM, with great pleasure, that 
if 4i{dntentim)ally I waa guilty of sw^ 
slMstng rudeness, it is due to my own 

character. 
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thnraoter, i«iid <o :yiflir ft«lii^ thMt i 

shduld ukf yMUr •^rdom'' - - 

« A soft Aimreii* tiMieth ^iway ^vrsth. 

and had too mueh native good-'fadikuiiin 
hot to be retoMdled l^ the {Mi&teneas 
onit.gidod sense of tlvese Ve^fiMr He 
guve his liaild to Fenniittore, and tttM 
walked up and down, fb^ some tkne; 
In great V'MltermsSknent.*-*'' 'And so 
you wiHi'tL qtfMrel with «ne ?"" said b^ 
at last 

^ '^ Not wilUiigty, Mr. L«," replied 
Mr. Fennimor^ laughing ; ^l have^simi 
suK^b ovideMes olT your prowesa lately, 
that I would-nnidi' riihetf %bt by yom 
Mo-tbahi against you."": ^ .: 
' i'vWoiM yMl dotte a fiMTonn Mr« 

'' With a gt^at deal of pkaaut^, ^ir." 
'<> Then jmt'kiSfdt tne,<if yon please; 
gay any tHiiig: tbttl •cam irfk sdtMaistioh 
1b¥i d0 atfy-ttaii^ that I em take ofr 

fence 
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Ikummki iobA Ittw9L'tiilNid^wi.;ilr iottg 
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am; sony I istiinofe gtatify ycni, Mr. 

f^rinxt^imeidly) I likeytoa too weli; to fe^l 
any desire to forfeiit your friend^p/^ 
. . «< W^I,,i£you "vrill do^oifaii^ else to 
oblige ixie» /yrifi: 3^011 go^ «o the'WOodl% 
aadtletuii shoot «t eadi^ otb», feir Jfs- 
missewiiNit?" 

;. ** j^cusein^, Mt* Lee,** wplied Ffen* 
tiimore, in the bast; iiottuAif possible 
1^ ^*1EUl Me. otie tbing,. if 3roa ^^Me, 
OT, and I have don&i^-«re yott in l6i^6 
with Vi]^{iiifi<P<»idl6t6n ?^' < 
' ^ How sluA I answer you ?"*' rdplied 
Fenmmore ; : *^ ta Btji I- Utt, loi^ttr^^ 
pMsumption'; ta say I 4XA tiot;, Would 
show a want of taste." 

*^ WeUr sir, allow tm to pil^ you on 
your guwd It it ^fsefess to coiirt her. 
I9be wl^^ot haf« you. I hid^ been 
AmrtiDg ha tkeie ten yetini^ ^Hi^ havci 

offered 
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ofl^red myself fifty tinvn. H^ pe>itliii(Bt 
useless, «r, to court her. rktibtirMnir 
tii^.-^e is determined not to maH^J 
She is the finest woman ever nl^ ih' 
Virginia— 'but she will not marr^ itt^ 
man — I have ascertained that.** * V/ 

'* I thank you, Mr. Lee, for your 
fiiendly warning; and should I be un- 
sucoessful, I shall recollect that I have 
ventured contrary to a friend's advice.** 

*^ Recollect another thing, if you 
please, sir — I have a prior claim to that 
lady's a&ction, which I will maintain 
at the risk of my life." 

" Nay, but, Mr. Lee "" 

^ Excuse me, sir — I have made up 
my mind <hi that point : any man who 
marries Virginia Pendleton must fight 
me first" 

So saying, Mr. George Lee walked 
<^, leaving Fennimore a little provoked, 
and very much amused; though upon 
reflection, he felt only sympathy for this 

amiable 
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amifible youi^ mant who, with an ex- 
QsV^Qt heiir^, and the most gentlemanly 
feelingPt wa« betrayed, by the weaknasa 
of bia intellect, and his perseverance in 
a hopeless passion, into the most extm^ 
vagant absurdities. 
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CHAP. XII. 



The Harpes had heretofore escaped pu- 
niBhment, in consequence of a variety 
of peculiar circumstances. The scene 
of their barbarities was still almost a 
wilderness, and a variety of cares press- 
ed on the people. The spoils of their 
dreadful warfare furnished them with 
the means of violence and of escape. 
Mounted on fine horses^ they plunged 
into the forest, eluded pursuit by fre- 
quently changing their course, and ap- 
peared unexpectedly, to perpetrate new 
enormities, at places far distant from 
those where they were supposed to 
lurk. More than once were the people 

lulled 



laUf3d into «9ourity, and the pursuit ofi 
the ruffians abcwdpnedi by the sup*- 
position th$t; th^y bad entirely disap* 
peared: firono the country, when the 
conflagration of a solitary cabin, and) 
the n^uid^r of all .ita inmates, awa». 
kened the whole conitnunity to lively 
sensations of fear, hcMrror, and indig*. 

nittipii. 
Mifl^yFendletoii . beardi of thaw atn»*. 

» 

cities with shuddering^ Tbrioe hodi 
she fii¥jen one* oE .these aaatsaitts, undw^ 
clnqupQistanees. calcuhited to^ es^pite thQ 
txmt drieadful apprebeniiisia. : Q^tmchi 
o«E»M0q hisi band was nosad againatc 
her^j suid bte ma^ig^ant scowl. JMiem«: 
ed' t% awiQHtice tb« exiiten«e of .sonoi 
d{eadl)^;fei)^ j ag)iin«t hw. [Butinrhy, 9br> 
slKwld k^ tjbus -an* object of vengeance * 
aQdi pursuit^ she waa totally mi«M« to*, 
discover, or even conjaeUire^ ., 

In ^ QDcan wbilei^ the outwgesiiof 
tl^so: iMuiderers had not escaped pwUiax 

notice, 



S16 nBHTUCKT. 

notioe, nor were they tamely sabmitted 
to. The governor of Kentucky had df- 
feted a reward for thc^ heads, and par- 
ties of volunteers had pursued thena; 
they had been so fortunate as to escape 
punishment by their cunning, but bad 
not the prudence to fly the country, or 
to desist from their crimes. 

On the morning after these wretches 
had been seen by Mr. George Lee, the 
intelligence arrived of their having mur- 
dered a woman and all her children. 
The vengeance of the whole community 
was now roused to the highest pitch, 
and it was determined to raise parties, 
and hunt down the murderers. Horse- 
men were seen traversing the woods in 
every direction, eageiiy beating up all 
the coverts, and examining every suspi- 
cious plaee where* it was supposed' thf 
outlaws might lurk. 

A man named Leiper, who bad^soiiie 
renown as an active and successful hun- 
ter. 
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ter, and who was both muscular and 
brave, headed a small party. The ruff 
fians were encamped in the woods, at an 
obscure wild spot, distant from any ha- 
bitation ; and were seated on the ground, 
surrounded by their women and chil- 
dren, when the hunters came so sud> 
denly upon them,, that they had only 
time to fly in different directions. Mi* 
cajah Harpe, the larger of the two bro- 
thers, sprung upon a fine blooded horse, 
that he had taken from a traveller but a 
day or two before, and dashed off, pur- 
sued by the whole party; while his 
brother, not having time to mount, stole 
silently away among the brushwood, 
and escaped notice. 

Micajah, who was kept in view by 
the pursuers, spurred forward the noUe 
animal on which he was mounted, and 
whidif already jaded, began to fail at 
the end of five or six miles. The chase 
was long and hot^ and the miscreant 

VOL. II. L continued 
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contifioed to press forward ; for altfaougfa 
his pursuers bad one by one dropped io 
Hbe rear, until none of tbem were in 
rigbt but Leiper, he wm not wflling to 
ride a combat with a man as strong, and 
bolder than himself, who was animated 
by a noUe spirit of indignation, against 
a shocking and unmanly outra^. Lei- 
per was mounted upon a horse of oele- 
. braied powers^ which had been borrow- 
ed irom the owner for this occasion. 
At the be^nning of the chase be had 
piiessed his charger to the height of his 
spe^, cardully keeping o«i the track of 
Harpe, of whom he sometimes eaagfat 
a giimps^ as he asoended the hills, and 
again lost sight of in the vdleys and 
the brush. But as he gain^ on the 
foe, and became sure of bisTiotim, be 
slackened his pace, cocked his lifle; and 
delibenrf:ely pursued, sotpetilMies adUiig 
Qpon the outlaw to snrrmden 
It was an ankmrtingy Init 'fea^l d|^ 

to 



KEMtVCKY. tlf 

Ip bdb9l4 two powerfiil and daipfrAtely 
boMmm, araied^ and mounted on gii> 
lantiteedsy pufiuing each otibor §o alo«6- 
ly a$ to rtnder it almost cjra'taiD that a 
mortal struggle must soon ensuo. At 
langtb Harpa's horse, having strained all 
bis powm$ in leaping a ravine, reeeived 
an injury which obliged him to sleeken 
bis paoe, and Leiper overtook l^. 
Both were armed with rtges. When 
near enough to fire with certainty, Lei- 
per sto^^, took a deliherate aim, and 
shot the retreating ruffian through the 
body ; the latter, turning in his saddle, 
levied km piece, which missed fire, and 
tv dashed it to the ground, swearing 
that it was the first time it had ever de* 
ceivod him. He then drew a toma- 
hawk, and waited the approach of Lei* 
per, who, nothing daunted, drew his 
kmg httnting«4n^, and rushed upon 
Ine desperate &ie, gsapq^ with Mm, 
bmled bwi to the ippoiiiid, md wiested 

l9 dw 
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the wmjKm from bis giasp. Thepi;afr 
%TsAe wretch, exhausted with the loss cf 
Uoodi conquered, but unsubdued in 
spirit^ now lay passive at the feet of his 



Leiper wcis a humane man^ easy, s^W:. 
spoken^ . apd not quickly excited, but a 
tborougb^okiier when his energies, were 
aroused into action. Without insulting 
the expiring criminal, he questioned 
liim f^ to the motives of his late atro^ 
eities« The murderer attempt^ not, to 
palliate or deny them, and confessed 
that he had been actuated by no other 
inducement than a settled hatred of Iris 
species, whom he had sworn to .destr<^ 
without distinction, in reveng? for some 
&ocied injury. He expressed no regiat 
for his bloody deeds. He acknowledg- 
ed that he had amassed large $ums.of 
money, and described some of tbe ptafoes 
of concealment ; but ias none was ever 
discovered, it is presumed be did not 

declare 
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tSeclate the truth. Ldper had fired at 
Harpe several times during the chate, 
and wounded him; and when Harpe 
was asked why, when he found Leiper 
pursuing him alone, he did not dismount 
and take a tree, from behind which he 
ix)\x\d have inevitably shot him as he 
approached, he replied that he had sup- 
posed there was not a horse in the coun- 
try equal to the one he rode, and that 
he was confident of making his esc&pe. 
He thought also that the pursuit would 
be less eager, so long as he abstained 
from shedding the Mood of his pursuer^ 
•On the arrival of the rest of the party, 
thb wretdi was dispatched, and his head 
severed from his body. This bloody 
trophy was then carried to the nearest 
magistrate, before whom it was proved 
to be the head of Micajah Harpe ; sfier 
wMdi it was placed in the fork of a tree, 
vrtiere it long remained, a revolting ob- 
jeet of horror. This spot is still called 

L 8 Harpers 
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Hl^pet Httdt ind tbr ptfUks voitt 
which pMiei iwn it !• called theHarpi^ 
HeidRocd. 

Colbpei Hendridtfon «nd his fHendb- 
kid liddea out to ykn in the pmv^l, 
tftd bid bNii fcouring the ferart* sotte 
hburii when they m^t a party who iiv> 
formed them of the death of Harpei aod 
tboy turned their horses' heads home- 
wirdft. They were passing over a \A^ 
bttt level traet ti coimtryi whose surfaee 
Was undulated by gradual awelk, and 
covered with a thidc growth of timber; 
to their right wat a hilly, broken trMt. 
esfled '< Me KwibC in which these v(). 
lidnt had often harboured. In fronts 
them wai ir region of open t^ruihy Undi 
destitute of treet» and which, seemed- to 
have been lately a wide prairie. wlth^M 
other covering but grass. Mr. Lee. 
whose feelings seemed to be less sodiA 
than usual, was ridhig by himself In cd^ 
vance of the party; when at a spM 

where 
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wbwe two roidck croftsed, be wat( nm^ 
(irMed.tt see Hsrk Shorty leaning agaimt 
a tree» in an attitude of fixed attantion. 
He was so completely absorbed as not 
to be lit all conscious of tbe approach of 
Mr. Lee» until the latter spoke to tfim« 

— '' What's tbe matter, Hark T said 

« 

he ; '* have you found a . big rattle- 
snake?" 

m 

Hark started a^ he beard the voice; 
and looked tin»idly rottnd. Hia. fea- 
tures^ usually melancholy^' now w:ore an 
expresdon of feaf and horror^ \yithottt 
answering the qttestions df Mr. Lee,* he 
rfilsed hi$ eyes wildly ; and George locA*- 
ing upward in the direction . indicated 
by .the glanee of tb^ boy » beheld the 
bleeding bead of Haipe! For a,ino^ 
ment he felt his own faculties bewild^f- 
edy and a shuddering, sen^tion^ crept 
over him^ as. he gazed nt this shocking 
spectacle ; but a recollection . of tbe 
criiY>es of the delinquent^ who had been 

L. 4 punished 
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pmii^hed in this sutnmary manner, 
changed the current of his feelings, and 
he exclaimed, sharply — ^ Is the boy 
mad ? Is it so strange a thing that a 
murderer should be put to death 7^ 

Hark only ^oaned, and looked per- 
plexed. 

** This wretch was an acquaintance 
of yours, it seems ; you appear so much 
eoncemed about him, that I am inclined 
to have you taken up as an accomplice * 

" No, don*t — don't, if you please, 
stranger," exclaimed Hark. 

^' Then tell me why you seem so 
much interested in the death of that 
murderer." 

" Who— that gentleman?** inquired 
Hark, stupidly, pointing to the mangled 
relic. 

^ Yes, that miscreant, who has been 
put to death for his crimes; what do 
you know about him ?" 

•• Well, I don't know nothen, in pe- 
ikhhrr 

The 



; The otber gentlemen now. rode ' up» 
and on learning tbef subject pf conTevsiEh 
tion, insisted that the boy sbould dis- 
close all the particulars tbat he knew 
respecting the ruffians^ of whose history 
little was known. 

'* I never saw tbat gentleman/' said 
Hark, *' till since I came out here to 
Ken tuck.*' 

''But I understand," replied colonel 
Hendrickson, ** that a lad, who I have 
reason to believe was yourself, assbted 
these ruffians in escaping, when arrested 
some weeks ago, and went off with 
them.*' 

" Anan T exclaimed the lad. 

Colonel Hendrickson repeated, . and 
explained what he had said. 

** 'Spose I did cut the strings-~was 
there any harm in that ?" * 

" Certainly— aiding in the escape of 
a prisoner is a criminal offence ; and it 
is my duty, as a magistrate, to bring 
you to punishment for it.** 

L 5 '• Would 
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^ WouM jott iMtfaistr nte'lbv MHfbg 
4lw OamgB, triieh the Indknir luli you 
Mldtbtbepo)6toberidaflifedf* '^i ^ 

This Wis an appe&V whii% 'wat^liiM 
Mftliy parried. The colonel adkiiow- 
ledged his obligations to Hark, -fi^fi 
nt onee disolaimed' any 'intention'' of 
sfrresting him» bat on the c6ntrai^ ^t- 
ibred him his protection.—'* Aftd* nb^^* 
said he, ** I want yon tell me tUl that 
you know aboat Harpe.* 

•• Will you let me go arter that?* 

•• Won't you beat me^ i^oro^you^ twin 
me loose?** 

^' Noj my kdj, nobody shall ten A you. 
You did me a good tutn^ atthe^iisk of 
your lifes and I wiil repay it, at tlje ride 
of mine» if necessary^**. 

^ Well— I never seed Haipe, asl^lnnm 
out 1b petioklan till that nighl^ 

^ Had you never beard of hitt?^ ^ 

^ Well—not in petidelar^— only what 
mammy said.*" 

•• What 



' •« She told »tf flMt 'JCi^ Hf»iii» ii# 
a powerftll bud dmhi. She. Uwd U 'geit 
«aiad» and eu«e. bhn .ft fioor.*^ 
. " Did she ever tell you aDy.tbing 
that he did?" 

** Not in peticklar — bnfy that he kill- 
ed every bddy that he got mad atr-«od 
that he would kill her aod me^ if he got 
a diance." 

** Why should he wish to kiil yoiir 
mother?" 

'' I axed her that myself, btft she 
wouldn't tell me." 

^ Why then did you ileleAise Harpe, 
wbetr you saw Urn Amt tfafe^ first limi^ in 
Aiatody ?* ^, - 

'' I coXildn't help tt^** 

'' Why not ?; Cokae^ te|^ m all «bout 
Jt.p^tiobDdy<shaMi»hort you," 

<< WeU-^Harpe toM me. that he was 
myfiitbeo!'! 

'.' And then you cot him loote'T' 

l6 -Yeih- 



^* ¥6»~wouIdh^ yoa 0Q< yooiHIa^djr 
4oo6et i£ any body imd htm :tiMl ?'' - 

^ Hark," sskd Geoige Lee, ^ you. moat 
go with me .to Virginia, and live with 
j»e*-*I will . take care of you." 

** I reckon I can't go ?" 

« Why not?** 

*^ Cause I don't want to." 

*' Wouhl yoa not like to live in a fine 
house, and have plenty to eat, and no- 
thing to do?" 

** I don't like to live in houses." 
. ** You don't ! What is your objec- 
tion ?" 

" Well— I can^t.say, in.petieklar — 
I only I'd ratiier :live in the woods* I 
can do just as I please in the woods, 
and be as happy as a tree-frog." . 
. So saying. Hark began to move off. 
He cast a look of terror towards the re- 
mains of hb inhuman parent, as he re- 
tired. It was not affection; ! taat regret, 
whitfh chained hia. gbnoe to this revolt- 
- ing 



iii^'6b90Btv tet a kind of kii&iet-^ siu 
perstitious revi&rence fop liie cmfy M- 
*>tmitntig being whose' blood was Utidred 
to his own, mingled with b dvead of. bo* 
man punishments, that seemed to httte 
been instilled into him in infancy, and 
which was the master-spring df'all his 
actions. He quickened hb pace on 
finding himself at liberty, walked ra- 
pidly away, and never was seen again 
in that region; nor is it kaown, with 
any certainty, what ever became of 
^ Hark Short, the snake4s:iller. „ It is 
nK)st probable that he perished, in the 
wilderness; although it is! altogether 
possible, that he may still be. killing cep- 
. tiles on some distant frontier of our vast 
country. i : ,. 

A company of peopte .now lurcived, 
who had in their possession anumbtr 
of artioles which had been found inJblie 
camp cf the Haif)es. Ahiong tberast 
was a small tin case, which: was -filled 

with 
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hmdkf^ looted ertf. thit^ lexpr^eediiii 
wrii^to exmfaine itnom itfts b&sjeiitm^ 

diaiigew The fiitigiied woodtanvi; iifit 
satedr'^aold ooloiiel Hetdribkodn iOMi- 
difcctiad'liis friends once moDe to bift::hoii» 
fitaUecmuiBion; '^a i< 

Their: arrivfd was jojrfiitty wdoomfBtl 
by the ftmily, who had .beeit utidif 
giieat. appsdieaskma dfiring thAt ab- 
ieme. Miss. Fendiletan, . tbougb . muab 
abooked at: some of the partioalars whioh 
tbey. relate^ eoidd dot bttt feel t^rliered, 
wben she brard tliat tbe- enemy )of: bar 
peace' 'Wlis^noi more. ... .j 

FemiimaKy^iwba bad oMOBBied fifiMn 
hia friends, as they rode liome^ -ait iafee* 
loaiang diacDiQ^ which he ^aid^ made^ 
jdwawod . to faer^ with a ftceifatendHr 
^tfaijoy^ jNKlpreiBenfeing. t^ hw a parah* 
mtD^* remarked*--^' I am hap|^» Mm 
JHlttdletan^ to have it in ody powv jIb 

restore 
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Qiiffre'' to yor this ^loemaafit' Hidiikm 
wilt of xqy uncle Heywardi md ptoeei 
you in full {MMsesskm of all his esteift 
Attow me to cong^ulate you on^ ydor 
good fortune.** 

^ I do not knowr Mr. Fennimorc^ 
itiiether I ought to aoeept the bounty 
<ji my uncle, which, by making me 
riebi deprives you oi your natural in* 
heritan^e.** 

^ Haf^ily for us bc^h,** replied thp 
officer, *^ that is a question which need 
not now be argued; majoc Hey ward, 
who had the i^ndoubted right to dispme 
^ his own property, has- made the d«» 
sionj and we haye only to aoquiesoe«'* 

^ns. HeodiicksQn, who seldom spoke, 
escept when spdcen to, but who, w|th 
thesogaeity peculiar toher sexv pmab* 
tecs i relating, to the bewrty had made 
SDIM shtewd obaervatioiiis (m.;tl|e d^ 
porfment lof these young' people tomwds 
eacfe other, now remarked^ in her quiet 

way — 
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^8y«-**^ If there is any difficulty about 
the property, perhaps you had as well 
let me keep that instrument, until you 
can devise some plan for holding the 
estate jointly." 

* Virginia blushed deeply ; and Fenni- 
more, very gaily, handed the parch- 
ment to Mrs, Hendrickton; — ** On those 
terms, madam," ^aid he, " I most cheer- 
fully deposit this document in your 
keeping, and shall, on my part, submit 
the controversy to your decision." 

George Lee, when he heard that the 
'will was found, danced and capered 
about the room like a boy— wished his 
cousin Virginia joy a hundred times^^ 
-and shook Fennimore cordially by the 
hand, swearing that he wm the dever- 
-est fellow in all Kentucky ; but when he 
saw what he considered proof positive, 
that Fennimore was a successful candi- 
date for the hand Qf her who had so 
long been the object of his tiffectiona, he 

left 
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left the room, and began to make im- 
mediate preparations for bis return to 
his native state. 
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CHAP. XIIL 



The Conclusion. 

Several years bad passed away, since 
the occurrence of the events recorded in 
the preceding pages. Captain Feoni- 
more and the fair Virginia bad been 
married, and were residing near to co- 
lonel Hendrickson. William Colburn 
was united to tbe colonel's only daugh- 
ter, and was settled in the neighbour- 
hood; and as no evidence to the*con- 
trary is before us, we are authorized in 
believing that both these couples were 
enjoying the most uninterrupted matri- 
monial felicity. 

The 



The' b(Mit fiiAcUi howev^i mutt 
ioiii€tiinei part ; aiid eaptein Fenn}* 
more found it neeesaary to lei^ve his 
pleatant hoiiie« and hii agreeable wifb, 
to attend to the affairs^ tbeiir joint es- 
tate in Virginia. Tlie farm formerly 
occupied by major Hey ward was rented 
out; but the tenant had erected a lioose 
on a part of the land distant from the 
spot where the former mansion had 
stood. 

Caption Fennhnore^ feeling a deeiee 
to revisit the place where his amle had 
reridedi aad Us wife had grown up frooi 
inftncy t^ m«turiiy, rode overi oii» dieq^ 
to the ruins of the old bouse^ The lane 
was stitli kept open^ butwasgroifiRr Up 
w^ weedt and briers. The lawn armind 
the house preserved somethingv of ill 
fimner verdtMre and beanty; but the 
garden was ovenrun with bushesb whose 
wiM and tangled Ihnbs were strai^^ 
mingled with the remains of a variety 

of 
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of iwe and ornam^ital sbraliK Indige- 
nous tbora% and dotnisstie: fnrite» grew 
side by side^ and wild flowers mini^ed 
their blossoms with those of exotie 
plants. ^ There is nothkig so iheiancboly 
as sach a scene, where luxury and art 
are beheld in ruin, and their realains 
revive the recollection of departed pteat* 
sures. There has always seemed to me 
to be something peculiarly desdate in 
the appearance of a deserted garden^ 
where the spot, once adorned with taste, 
and cultivated with assiduous care, tiM 
been suffered to run into wilderness. 
Nowbne are theeffi>rts of nature and 
wt so harmcmiously blended^ as in the 
garden; nowheoe does eiiibdlislnnMt 
aeem 'SO appropriate, or- lafamir^sa pro- 
ductive. There is something^usel, mii 
innocent, and peaceful, abontthe beau- 
ties of a garden, tliat interests the heart, 
at the same time that the- senses rei^ 
enjoyment 

While 



< Wfafle cafitam J^onoow mm nateolk 
ing peimTely aixMil; Im diwofrered. o 
horseonni riding up the aveocie tovufds 
the same place. On feacfaing the ki^ 
gute whkh opened into ihe lawii^ tlie 
person.haltedf and remained «ittit)g an 
his hcffse; Femnmore, supposing that 
it might be aome one who had busioess 
with, himself, walked dowly towards 
die gate; but before he reached it^ and 
wh^ concealed frcnn the Granger, by a 
dintfer of bushes, he was surprised to 
hnatr the voice; of the latter, as if in coii* 
cessation with another person. 
{ '^ She is not at home, eh?" said the 
vdiee ; ^ well, tdl her I called, boy^ d^fre 
hear i^-^tell her Mr. Gewge Lee caiied.'^ 
'FenniiDore, curious to know to wbcaii 
Mf • Lee was spesdcing, advanced a few 
sti^M, so as to see, without being exposed 
bhnself; and was suprised to find that 
no person was within dght but tiiemi^ 
sdyes. Mr. Lee was mounted on a fine 

horse. 
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ham, mid •oompletelf araiedt wiA a 
Mrbfd, fl fftir of lar^ pistoH and arMk. 
He wore his father's revolutionuy mi* 
finm ooat, buff waistcoat^ and cocked 
baf^ Md; that accoutred, fornsed on im* 
posing figure* His eottntenanee wore 
the €wb of babitisai iotemperaneei to- 
gelberwitb tbe mmgled viidotn and 
stvfndity of partial derangeoaent After 
sitting silei^ ^ a few ntnutes; be drear 
bis swotd» Mid exdi^med*^^ Geotle- 
ment I pronounce Virginia Fendfeton 
to be the most beautiful woman ever 
raised in the OU Dommion, and I aan 
rsady to make good my words* You 
onderstand me, gentlemen.! There die 
idts at her wmd0W4.<-^e has made^i mar 
that she will never mmtyf aadlatand 
here, prepared to cut at^ganHeaian's 
threat who ebatl dare to pay. bar bia ad- 
dresses. Gentiemen, sfaajyi we bunt io* 
morrow? Pass that bottle, if yoo pkaae, 
Mr* Jones««4io besitapft Ify. coaafli 

ments 



ments to Miss Pendleton^ boy^ d'ye hemt ? 
and tell her^ I called to inquire after lier 
health." 

Then drawing hioiself up, he saluted 
with Im sword, and sheathed it, took 
oflP his hat, bowed towards the spot 
where the house had been, and kissed 
his hand ; after which, he wheeled Ms 
horse about, and rode with a alow and 
stately pace down the avenue. 

Poor George ! he had fallen a victim 
to the evil example of an intemperate 
fiither, and the intrigues of an amUtiotts 
iBother. With a heart tenderly alive to 
the best diarities of human nature, jmd 
a disposition, eanly mcnUded to the por- 
poses €i those with whom he associated, 
he nugbt readily have been trained to 
i wp e e tsfeility and usefuhiess, and al* 
though he could never have beeome a 
brilliant man, he might have been what 
is fiur more important an amidble and 
worthy cfetissen* But his^ weaii intdlee^ 

assailed 
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by tiie seduetions of pleasure 
on the one band/^nd by dazzling sdiemes 
of ambition on fbe other, became un- 
settled, and at last totally dettroyed. 
His vigorous constitution ^labled him 
long to outlive the wreck of his mind, 
and he continued for many years to visit 
the ruins of n^jor Hey ward's mansion, 
dressed in the fiintasttc habilimeats which 
we have described. He remembered 
notldng which occuired after his ill-star- 
rfed journey to the frontier; and the 
events of his early life were mixed up 
in bis memory in tlie most singular con- 
fusion. He continued to be the devoted 
lover of Virginia Pendleton, and notbii^ 
ever ruffled his temper except the noeo- 
tion of her marriage, which he always 
denied with indignation^ as an insult to 
her and himself; while the recollections 
of his early love were mingled with vi- 
fikms of bacdianalian oigies, and with 
hideous dreams of bloody ocounters 

with 
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with the savages. Many years aftem 
wards^ when his chedc9 were furrowed, 
and his hair grey with premature old 
age, he might still be seen, mounted en 
. his sleek hunter, dad in his ancient uni- 
jform, with his hair powdered, and his 
long queue neatly tied, riding with 
stately grace, every day, along the old 
avenue, paying his imaginary morning 
visit to the idol of his heart 

He was folio wed. by an old negro va- 
let, .as grey and nearly as stately as him- 
self, v/ho humoured all the fandes of his 
master, until it was supposed that the 
faithful black began to be tinctured with 
the madness which he had affectionately 
humoured, and spoke of Miss Virginia 
Pendleton with the most unaffected 
gravity, long after that lady was the 
mother of a numerous and thriving co- 
lony of young Kentuckians. 

Mrs. Lee mourned over the disap- 
pointment q( all her hopes, in the bit- 
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temess o£unavaiIing repentance* When 
our ercors aflfeet only ourselves, the pang 
of remoTse may be bome with pataenoe ; 
but when they have extended to those 
we love, and our own conviction comes 
too late to restore peace to the bosooas 
we have ruined, the cup of wretched- 
ness is fatally poisoned for the remain- 
der of a miserable life. She never smi^ 
led, and was never seen to weep ; solid 
bore the su£Gering8 which only a wo- 
man's love can know, with a dignified 
resignation, of which woman's f<»titude 
alone is capaUa 
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